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DEDICATIOX. 

TO TTIE OFFICERS, KON'-COMMISSTOSTD OFFICEitS, 

PEIVATE SOLDIEIfS OF THE 69TII, PAST, PRESENT. AND TO 

COME, 

I DEDICATE THIS IJIPEP.FECT SKETCH 

REGIMEXT'S IIISTOrY. 

\Y. F. DITTLEE, I.ieuleiirLiit, 

G9lh Regiment. 



Ill tlic ensuing pnges I have enfleii\'onTOtl to trace the 
history of the C9th Eegiment, from its formation in 1756 
to the date of its last field service in the Maharatta " 
campaign of 1819, Wliile serving at Aldershot in 1866, 
I had frequent opportunities of visiting the very excel- 
lent MUitaiy Lihrary vliich the late Prince Consort 
hequeathed to the officers of tlie army ; and the facilities 
there enjoyed, first led me to adopt the idea of pitttiiig 
into a readable fonn, a nantitive of the Iiistorical events 
in -wliich my regiment had taken a part. Since that time, 
in the short space of a few months, the Channel Islands, 
Ireland, and Canada, have formed the stations of the regi- 
ment, and constant change of scene lias interfered with 
the prosecution of my work. Here, liowever, in "Western 
Canada, where I least expected to ohtain information, I 
have had the good fortune to meet one who sensed in 
the 69th duiing the early ))art of the century, and to 
receive from him some valuable details regarding events 
which he had witnessed more than fifty years from the 
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present time. I allude to Colonel Cotter, formerly a 
captain in the regiment, present with the 69tli in its 
expedition to Travancore, and with the second battalion 
during the campaign of Waterloo. No authentic record 
exists of the earliest services of the 69th ; a stray sentence 
in an official document, a page of an Army List one hundred 
years from the present time, a stray notice in some maga- 
zine — such have been the links which I have found to 
carry back the record of the regiment's service from the 
French Eevolution to the Seven Years' War. The autho- 
rities which I have consulted on subjects of later date 
have been numerous ; from the pages of " James' Naval 
History," "Alison's History of Europe," " Brenton's Naval 
History," " Sibome's History of the Campaign of 1815," 
" Mill's History of British India," "Life and Letters of Sir 
Ealph Abercrombie," "Life and Correspondence of Lord 
Nelson," " Cust's Annals of the Wars," "Blacker's History 
of the Maharatta War," " Creasy's Fifteen Decisive Battles 
of the World," I have chiefly derived my materials. Still 
I cannot help regretting that I had not possessed greater 
means of access to works of reference which alone are 
found in large public libraries ; such reference has been 
denied me by the many interruptions which frequent 
changes of station have necessitated. As some exception 
may be taken to the manner in which the events con- 
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nected with the regiment have heeii treated, I woidd 
remark that I sought rather to raise the regiment to 
tlie magnitude of the exploit, than to depress the exploit 
to the limits of a regiment. I have only to add that I 
am conscious of mauy errors and much imperfection in 
the execution of my work ; but I have often had to write 
at a distance from all means of verifying dates, places, 
and events ; and whatever may he the shortcomings of 
the narrative, I have at least endeavoured to ■write it with 
fairness and impartiality. 

Falls of Niagara, Jan. 28, 1868. 
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A NAEB.ATIVE OF THE HISTORICAI, EVENTS 



THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 



CHAPTER I. 



The peace wHcli the treaty of Aix-la-Cliapellt; had 
given to Europe in 1748 was destined to he of siiort 
duration; only a few years elapsed before nations were 
once more engaged in conflict, and in 1756 commenced 
the memorable epoch known in histoiy as the 8e\'en 
Tears' War, 

The army which George II. had led to victory at 
Dettingen, and his brother, the Unke of Cumberland, had 
conducted to defeat at Fontenoy, had long since been 
dissolved. Fifty regiments of infantry constituted the 
English line io 1755, and these had not only to garrison 
the Mother Comitry, and to stru^le in the Carnatic 
and Bengal against the encroachments of the French, but 
had also to liold the vast extent of colony which stretched 
from the St, Lawrence to the Mississippi, In January 
1766, a treaty of aUiance was signed at Westminster 
between Great Britain and Pnissia, and the English forces 



2 THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 

were immediately placed upon a war footing. Twenty- 
four additional regiments were added to the standing army, 
and one of these, levied in Lincolnshire, by the Honorable 
Charles Colville, took its place in the army list of 1760 as 
/ the 69th, or " ColviUe's Foot."* 

Although called into existence by the Seven Years' 
War, Colville's Foot was destined to take no part in that 
conflict : Plassy, Minden, and Quebec, are proud names in 
the long roll of the nation's victories ; but while Clive in 
Bengal, and WoK on the rocks of Abraham, taught to 
Asia and to America those lessons of British prowess 
which Europe had learned from Churchill half a century 
earlier, England still kept jealous watch over her shores, 
and a threatened French invasion detained many of the 
new levies inactive during the war. In 1763 the peace of 
Hubertsburg having put an end to the Seven Years' War, 
the army was partially disbanded, and the ofi&cial lists 
of the succeeding year reduced the number of line regi- 
ments from one hundred and twenty-two to seventy-five. 

In 1769, the 69th, then stationed in Ireland, was ordered 
to America. The right of the mother country to levy 
taxes upon her colonies was at that period the subject of 
violent agitation, and the garrisons of Boston and New 
York were strongly re-inforced — ^but whatever reasons 
there may have been for sending Colville's Foot to 
America, none seem to have existed for its being detained 
there — ^for the army list of the succeeding year shows it 
as forming portion of the garrison of Gibraltar where it 



* From 1756 to 1760 the new levies had been classed as second 
battalions, the 69th forming a reserve battalion to the 24th. 
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remained duriiig five years, In 1775, the regiment, no 
longer Colville's, but Sherrard's Foot, returned to England, 
thus missing by three years that siege of Gibraltar so 
memorable in England's History. Meanwhile the Ameri- 
can rebellion had broken out ; tliirteen confederated l^tates 
arrayed themselves against the motJier country, and war 
raged from Quebec to Savannah. From first to last this 
war was characterised by a new phase in history. British 
soldiers won battle.? — Britiah generals lost campaigns — 
some of the statesmen of the last war still survived to 
direct the councils of England — but the chiefs who had 
atormed Quebec, and held the mango tope at Plassy, no 
longer lived to lead her sons to victory. 

Jn 1778, the French made common cause with the 
revolted colonies, and the "West Indian Islands, so fre- 
quently the scene of coniiict between the nations of 
Europe, agaiii became the theatre of war. 

It 13 here, at the reduction of the French Island of 
St. Lucia, that we first find mention of the 69th Regiment. 
On the 12tli Dec, 1778, an expedition cast anchor in the 
Grand Cul-de-sac off' the island of St. Lucia, and a landing 
having been effected, Morne FortnniJe was carried by 
atorm on the following day. On the 15th a Fi'ench fleet, 
under Admiral D'Estaing, hove in sight, nmc thousand 
men were put un shore, and prepai'ations made to retake 
Mome Fortimee and the peninsula of La Vigie, which was 
aJflo held by the British, The enemy advanced in three 
columns along the low neck of land which joins La Vigie 
to the island. The British possessed but a scant supply of 
ammunition, and lesei'ved their fire until their opponents 
had advanced close to the position. Every shot took effect. 
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a bayonet charge completed the victory, and the French 
columns were driven in great confusion down the heights. 
Two other assaults were made with similar results, and 
when the enemy finally desisted from his attempts to carry 
La Vigie, some fourteen hundred killed and wounded 
remained in front of the British lines. 

Never, since Duke William led his Normans against 
the hill of Hastings, was England threatened by so many 
dangers as in the year 1778 — every hand was raised 
against her — ^France hastened to take revenge for the 
disasters of the Seven Years' War — Spain beheld in the 
embarrassment of England a prospect of recovering 
Gibraltar — Holland sought again to obtain her old naval 
ascendancy, and the other nations of Europe entered with 
alacrity into the Armed Neutrality — a scheme which 
promised to subvert the right of search claimed by 
England in virtue of her hitherto unquestioned superiority 
on all the waters of the world. 

The junction of the fleets of France and Spain gave 
to those powers a preponderance of force, which for a time 
enabled them to hold command of the ocean. Plymouth 
beheld in August, 1779, a combined hostile fleet in posses- 
sion of the Channel, and to supply the straitened garrison 
of Gibraltar with provisions was an exploit of extraordi- 
nary difficulty. 

But it was amongst the islands of the West Indies 
that the fiercest warfare raged between the contending 
fleets. D'Estaing, Solano, and De Grasse hovered along 
the coasts of North America, aiding the rebellious states, 
or making frequent descents upon the sugar islands of 
the West. It was in vain that Admii*al Kodney attempted 
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to defend such a vast extent of sea board — liis force was 
too smaJl, the islands were too numeroua, — tlie eiiemy too 
powerful, and one by one all our West Indian posseasiona 
except Jamaica, fell into the enemy's hand. 

Even Jamaica ■was soon threatened. On the 5th of 
April, 1782, Eodney reinforced hy the fleet under Sir 
Samuel Hood, which had in vain attempted the relief of 
St. Christopher's, put out fram the harbour of St. Lucia 
with the int-ention of intercepting the French fleet then on 
its way to join the Spaniards off Jamaica, preparatory to a 
combiued descent upon that island. The whole of the 
69th Eegiment was on board Hood's portion of the British 
fleet, and had just been engaged at St. Christopher's in a 
series of encounters witli the French troops — it had dis- 
tinguished itself much hi these attacks, and was now about 
to share in the greatest victory of tlie war. 

On the 9th of April the hostile fleets came in siglit, and 
De Grasse, tempted by the exposed position of the British 
van, bore down to the attack — a short engagement ensxied 
between the leading ships imder Hood, and the whole 
l^ench fleet. At mid-day the British centre and rear 
came up, and De Grasse hauled off without anything 
decisive having occurred — on the 10th and 11th both fleets 
kept in sight; but the French having the advantage of 
the wind, could either force or decline an action as they 
pleased, and Eodney began to despair of engaging them — 
about sunset on the latter day, two of the enemy's vessels 
■which had been crippled in the action of the 9th, fell 
to leeward of their fleet, and would have fallen into the 
hands of the pursuing British if De Grasse had not come 
up to save them. 
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During the night which followed, the British fleet beat 
steadily to windward, and morning showed the enemy at 
hand, and ready to engage. From sunrise to sunset a 
fierce action raged between the rival fleets, but long before 
the latter time, Eodney had broken the French line and 
gained a splendid victory. De Grasse was taken prisoner — 
five ships of the line captured, and the night closed upon 
the far scattered fleet of the enemy, as, broken and dis- 
ordered, it sought safety in flight. This great battle threw 
a lustre over the last months of a disastrous war — 
whatever might have been the misfortunes of the British 
arms upon land, her flag upon the ocean still maintained 
its old supremacy, and she was again mistress of the waves. 
One month after the battle its news reached London — all 
England rang with the joyful tidings. Eodney was made 
a peer — the thanks of both houses were voted to the fleet, 
an honour, in which the 69th was included, and it was 
decreed that henceforth a wreath of embroidered laurel 
should encircle the number 69 upon the colours of the 
Eegiment. 

Three years after this event the 69 th landed in Ireland^ 
and remained in that country during the eight succeeding 
years. 

But during those eight years, a period was fast approach- 
ing when a war of a magnitude hitherto unknown, was to 
burst like a thunder clap over Europe — a war which was 
to dwarf every other conflict, and to change for ever the 
opinions and the destinies of the world. It is needless 
here to trace the history of the events which led to the 
great French Revolution, neither do they lie within the 
legitimate scope of a narrative which has to do more 



TUE SIXTY-NIHTH KEGIMENT. 7 

witli facts than with opinions. Whatever may Ije the 
justice or injuatice of the original dispute, the soldier 
has only one duty before him — blindly to obey. It is 
not for liini to hold the balance between right and wrong, 
but it is for him to show those CLuaJities of courage,' 
endurance, and patience which from the virtues of the 
army broaden out into the characteristics of the nation. 



CHAPTER II. 



FEESCII REVOLUTION, SIKGE OF TOULOX — COHSICA. — 

MEDITERBANEAM— BATTLE OP ST. VINCENT — 

WEST INDIES — HOLLAND. 

On the Ist Tebruary, 1793, hostilities were declared 
against France by Great Britain, Euasia, Sardinia, Spain, 
Kaplea, Prussia, and tlie German Empire, and the wave 
of war, sweeping over Europe, reached even to the distant 
Irish station, in which the 69th had sojourned since its 
return from Lord Rodney's Fleet in 1785. Four hundred 
thousand men and all the fleets of the maritime powers 
were put in motion against the Eevolution, and England 
contributing ]ier quota to this almost universal cnisade, 
despatched the Duke of York with an army to Holland, 
and Lord Hood witli a fleet to the Mediterranean, Ordered 
suddenly to Spithead for embarkation to the Island of 
Dominica, the G9th, arriving at the first-named place, 
found a welcome change of destination awaiting it. Tlie 
ships hastily put in commission were short of hands, so 
on board this Mediterranean Fleet to act once more as 
Marines, went one thousand of the 69th, 
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The object of this expedition to the Mediterranean was 
to afford assistance to the Eoyalist party, still powerful 
in the South of France ; and the advanced ships of the 
fleet soon appeared off the port of Toulon, then one of the 
principal strongholds of the Eoyal cause. Communications 
were opened between the city and the fleet; the Eoyalists, 
dreading the vengeance of the Eevolution, sought safety 
imder British protection; the forts, arsenal, and vessels of 
war were handed over to Lord Hood, and on the 27th 
August, the 69th and 11th Eegiments landed and took 
possession of Fort Lamalgue. But the revolutionary armies 
were rapidly approaching; the fall of Marseilles was 
quickly followed by a movement upon Toulon, and before 
the middle of September, the city was invested upon the 
land side by the united forces of Generals Lapoype and 
Carteau. 

In the meantime, reinforcements from Naples, Genoa, 
Malta, Sardinia, and Spain were added to the garrison; 
batteries were erected upon the heights commanding the 
city and harbour; a Spanish fleet of seventeen sail of the 
line arrived under Don Juan De Langara, and six addi- 
tional regiments of infantry were ordered from England 
to the Mediterranean. During five weeks the siege made 
but little progress: dissension was rife amongst the French 
army, and its leaders were men little practised in the art 
of war ; but on the night of the 30th September, a party 
of the besiegers taking advantage of a dense fog, surprised 
a detachment of Spaniards, and established themselves 
upon the heights of Pharon, overlooking the position of 
the allies, and menacing the shipping in the harbour. 

Early on the morning of the 1st October, an attack upon 
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Pharon was made by the garrison, in wliicli Iha 69tli 
particularly distinguislied itself; the heights were rough 
and steep, and as the column monnted to the assault, the 
movements of its leading ranks detached rocks and loose 
Btones upon the heads of the aoldiera beneath ; never- 
theless the summit was gaiued, a sharp volley poured upon 
the enemy, and the position carried with a trifling loss. 

But the siege operations were soon directed by one 
■whose genius no bravery could resist r on the heights 
overlooking the forts, city, and fleet, there was a young 
Coraican Captain of Artillery, only twenty-four years of 
age, who now, stepping suddenly for the first time from the 
shade of obscurity, commenced his marvellous career of 
conc[uest, empii'e, and defeat. He had early detected the 
Tulnerable point in the position of his enemy, and seizing 
upon it with that lightning-like decision which, in after 
life, was his principal cliaracteriatic, he urged the works 
with wonderful rapidity. 

On the summit of the heights of Arfenes, twenty heavy 
guns were suddenly immasked, and their shot and shell 
falling into the city, completely commanded the important 
fort of Malbosquet, and reached even to the shipping in 
the inner harbour. 

On the 30th Xovember, at daylight, a strong column, 
composed of British, Spanianls, Neapolitans, and Sar- 
dinians, led by the governor of Toulon, General O'Hara 
in person, ascended the steep hill of Ar^nes to the assault 
of this formidable battery; the guns were reached and 
carried, but the column, flushed with success, pushed 
wildly on, and coming suddeidy upon the French rein- 
forcements, commanded by Buonapai-te in person was 
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thrown into confusion and hopelessly defeated. More 
than two-thirds of the English soldiers were left upon 
the ridge, killed, wounded, or prisoners, and Greneral 
O'Hara and Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, of the 69th, 
fell into the enemy's hands. The position of the besieged 
now became daily more precarious. Each morning re- 
vealed some new earthwork darkening the grey steeps of 
the rugged hills which encircled Toulon. Directed by the 
genius of the young Corsican, the besiegers pushed their 
works with the utmost celerity. In vain the vessels of 
war strove to subdue the fire from the heights ; they were 
forced to withdraw from the inner to the outer harbour, 
and the land forces, already overmatched, were left alone 
to resist the enemy. 

At length, on the 17th December, during a fearfully 
dark and tempestuous night, the French made a final 
assault upon the works. Dugommier, La Harpe, and Victor 
led three assaulting columns to the attack, the centre and 
left were broken through, Fort Mulgrave carried, and its 
guns turned against the city, which they had been mounted 
to protect. The evacuation of the place now became 
necessary. On the night of the 18th, amidst the lurid 
glare of thirteen burning vessels of war, the whole of 
the dockyard establishment and a considerable portion 
of the city having been fired, the troops were withdrawn 
from the different forts and positions which they held. 
From the heights around, and from the forts which they had 
captured, the French rained shot and shell upon the retiring 
boats made visible by the conflagration, and this magnificent 
spectacle was rendered more awfully grand by the explosion 
of the frigates Iris and Montreal, with several thousand 
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barrels of gunpowder on board. By daylight on tlie 19tli, 
the last soldier had embarked, and the fleet stood slowly 
from the outer roaxistead, leaving Toulon to its fate ; what 
that fate was, the words of BaiTt^re in the Convention can 
best testify. "Let the shell and the mine," said he, " crush 
every roof and merchant in Toulon, and let there remain 
only in then.' place a military post, peopled by the defen- 
ders of the republic." This siege of Toulon is a memorable 
fact. It was the comniencemeut not only of the long war 
between France and England, but it was also the morning 
of that life whose mid-day was Austerlitz, whose sunset 
was Waterloo. Upon these heights of Pharou, the 69th 
fought against a captain of Artillery. Twenty-three years 
afterwards a different regiment bearing the same najue, 
fought the same man beaiing a different name; Buona- 
parte, Captain of Artillery, had become Napoleon, Emperor 
of the Erench, and the career which had opened on the 
heights of Toulon was about to close on the rit^e of Mont 
St. Jean. 

The regiments which had been oi-dered from England 
arrived after Toulon had been evacuated, but the vast 
shores of the Mediterranean, along which the French re- 
volution was rapidly extending itself, presented an ample 
theatre for tlieu- employment. The Island of Corsica which, 
a few years before, had thrown off the yoke of the (jenoeae, 
was now anxious to sever its connection with France. 
PaoU, its leader, at the head of a large body of his country- 
men, had already proclaimed his uidependence, and the 
presence of the English fleet iu the neighbourhood of the 
Island was an opportmiity not to be neglected as a means 
of completing the separation. 
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The chief cities and fortresses were still occupied by the 
French, and towards the north, Bastia, Calvi, and St. 
Fiorenza, held weU appointed garrisons. It was deter- 
mined, in conjunction with the Corsicans, to attempt the 
reduction of the last-named place. On the east side of the 
Gulf of St. Fiorenza stood a circular tower of masonry 
overlooking Mortella Bay. Only six months before, this 
tower had, for a time, successfully resisted an attack from 
two British frigates, and now its reduction became 
necessary before the harbour of St. Fiorenza could be 
reached. On the 7th February, 1794, fourteen hundred 
men were landed from the fleet. Batteries were erected 
on the heights over the bay, and a combined cannonade 
was opened on the tower, from the cliffs above, and 
from the sea beneath. 

Its powers of resistance upon the land-side was small ; 
not so however upon the sea. From one of its two 
eighteen-pounder guns it rained red hot shot upon the 
frigates, Fortitude and Juno, set the first named quickly 
on fire, and killed or wounded sixty of her crew.* The fire 
from the land battery however was far more successfuL 
On the 15th, Ensign le TeUier, surrendered his small 
garrison prisoners of war, and the fleet moved up the 
gulf towards the city of St. Fiorenza. Two strong re- 
doubts defended the entrance into the harbour, and these 
were again attacked by the land force imder Colonel 
Moore, the same who afterwards met his death on the 
battle field of Corunna. After a bombardment of two 
days, the Convention Eedoubt was stormed on the night 

* The protracted defence of tliis tower caused the erection of simUar 
forts around the British coast ; these were called Martello towers 
after the bay of that name near St. Fiorenza. 
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of the 18tli Febmary, and carried ivitli the loss of eighteen 
killed and thirty-five wounded. The French, in con- 
aoqueiice, evacuated Fiorenza, retreating across the moun- 
tains to the sti'ong city of Bastia. 

Throughout these operatioi^, the land forces were 
under the command of Ma.jor-General Diindas, and the 
fleet under Admiral Loi-d Hood. The latter now proposed 
an immediate advance of the troops across the mountains 
to Bastia, while the fleet moving round hy Cape Corse, 
would appear off the city and blockade the harbour. To 
this proposition Dundas dissented, alleging the difficult 
nature of the ground and the numerical weakness of Iiis 
command. 

Dissensions between the rival commandera at once 
ensued. Hood wrote to Dundas, saying, that since the 
evacuation of Toulon the army command bad become 
solely vested in him, and that only through courtesy 
had he consulted the Major-General. Dundas at once 
produced bis commission from the king, and the admii'al, 
finding threats and entreaties alike unavailing, determined 
to attempt the reduction of Bastia alone. 

Towards the end of March, be issued orders to his ships 
to be in readiness, and taking from General Dundas the 
69th and another corps which originally had been ordered 
to sen'e on board the fleet aa Marines, be sailed for Bastia. 
Early in t!ie month of Apiil, the British appeared before 
the harbour, and a force amoimting to twelve hundred 
and forty-eight men having been landed, tlie fortress was 
summoned to surrender. To this siimmons La Combe 
St. IVKchael, the French Governor, replied " T liave hot shot 
for your ships, and bayonets for your troops ; when two- 
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thii^ds of our men are killed, I will then trust to your 
generosity." Trenches were immediately opened, and for 
some weeks the soldiers of the small besieging force, 
fought and worked with an earnestness to which Nelson 
thus bore testimony: "They are few," he writes, "but of 
the right sort." Again, " Their zeal is almost unexampled ; 
there is not a man but considers himself personally in- 
terested in the event, and deserted by the General, it has, 
I am persuaded, made them equal to double their number." 
This besieging force was under the joint command of 
Nelson, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Vilettes, of the 69th. 
On one occasion, while the former was reconnoitering the 
enemy's works from an advanced post held by the 69th, 
a round shot entered the battery and severely wounded 
Captain Clarke, who was standing by Nelson's side. 
Bastia having surrendered after thirty-seven days' siege, 
Calvi was now the only place in the north which still held 
out for the French. Thither Nelson sailed, taking with 
him the flank companies of the 69th, and the remainder 
of the army having joined from St. Fiorenza, Calvi was 
besieged by sea and land. Colonel Moore, at the head of 
a battalion composed of the flank companies of four 
regiments, carried after much fighting the strong position 
of Mossello, and fifty-seven days of siege resulted in the 
surrender of the town upon terms highly honourable to 
the garrison which had bravely defended it. The besieging 
force at Calvi suffered fearfully from sickness; writing 
from the trenches in August, 1794, Nelson says : " No 
person can endure the 'Lion sun.' We have upwards of one 
thousand sick out of two thousand, and the others are not 
much better than so many phantoms. I am here the reed 
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among the oaks." It was at this siege of Calvi that Nelaoii 
lost au eye; he was stauding in the battery opposite 
Moaello, when a shot from tliat fort struck a rock im- 
mediately uiideraeath, aud a aplijiter from the shattered 
stone entered his eye; his name, through some in- 
advertency, did not appear amongst the wounded, and 
when he heard of the omission, he is reported to have said, 
" Well, never mind, one day I shall have a gazette of my 
o\vn." Towards the close of 1794, three detachments of 
the 69th were embarked at Bastia, on board the ships of 
the Une, Britannia, Agamemnon, and C'otirageux. In the 
following spring they were engaged in the naval action 
fought between Admirals Hotham aud Martin, on the 
14th March, 1795, oft' the coast of Genoa.* Tliis action 
was by no means decisive, considerhig the relative strength 
of the rival fleets, but it resulted in the capture of the 
Ca Ira and the Censeur, of seventy-two aud eiglity guns ; 
the first-named vessel lost her main-mast by collision in 
the action, and early thus became an easy prey. 

Nearly three years had now elapsed since the ^lar had 
broken out, and in spite of iimnense opposition the JRevo- 
Intion was almost everywhere triumphant. The aimies of 
Europe were driven back across the Ilhine ; Holland had 
been oveiTun and conquered, and one by one the nations 
withdrew from the Coalition, until Austria, Great Britain, 
and Russia were left alone against the Hepublic, In 

* We must be oontenteil, said Lord. Hotham, in capturing two aliips, 
but Nelson thought otherwise. "Hail we taken ten sail," wrote be, 
" antl allowBil tho elovcnth to eacii^e when it had been jioasiblo to liave 
got at hor, 1 ooidd never have called it well done, snre I am, that had 1 
commanded on the 14th, either the whole French ttoet wonld have 
graced my triamph or I should have been in a confounded scrape."- 
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Corsica, the successes of the French in Italy and the 
policy pursued by the English governor, Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
produced a marked alteration of opinion. The people had 
expected independence, and they found, what those who 
invoke foreign assistance so often find, only a change of 
masters. Their leader, Paoli, was expatriated, and at 
length the popular discontent became so manifest that 
the British troops had to be withdrawn, and the forces of 
the Eepublic re-occupied the island. But previous to the 
evacuation of Corsica, the 69th, reduced to a mere skeleton 
through service and disease, embarked at Bastia for 
Gibraltar. Upon arrival at the last named place, in the 
summer of 1795, it found a newly raised second battalion 
awaiting it, and both battalions having been incorporated, 
the regiment was soon after ordered home to England. 

It was now the month of October, 1795, and at Gibraltar 
there had been congregated a rich fleet of merchant 
vessels from the Levant awaiting convoy to England. 
With these and some half dozen ships of war, the 69th 
sailed from Gibraltar. On the morning of the 7th October, 
the entire convoy being then off Cadiz, a French fleet 
under Admiral Eichery, bore down upon the British. The 
English admiral signalled " disperse" to his convoy, and 
with his ships of war, though much inferior, formed line 
against the enemy — a short fight ensued, the French 
admiral was victorious and half the merchant ships, 
together with the whole of the 69th fell into his hands. 
The senior officer of the 69th (Capt. Eichard O'Dogherty), 
seeing the vessel which carried his men about to strike to 
the enemy, sunk the colors of the regiment, to prevent 
their being captured by the French ; and shortly after- 
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wftrds a dark and teuipeatnous night having set in, he 
took advantayo of the opportunity it afforded, escaped 
from the enemy, and brought hia regiment safely to 
Gibraltar. 

Various drafts from other regiments liaving raised the 
effective strength to thirteen hundred men, the regiment 
was ordered in 1796 to St, Domingo, and in the following 
month reached Poii-au-Prince, the capital of the island. 
At that period hostilities raged throughout the West 
Indies, and the blacks had everywdiere risen in servile 
war against their masters. A formidable expedition 
amounting to twenty-five thousand men had sailed in 
November, '95, under Sir Ealph Abercrojnbie, from 
England, but liaving been dispersed by storms in the 
channel, only a portion of it reached its destination in the 
spring of '96. St. Lucia, Guadaloupe, and Uemerara wei'e 
taken, and in St. Domingo a desultoiy warfare extended 
over ft period of two years ; but dming these two years 
the 69th had to contend against an enemy the moat 
formidable which a soldier can be called upon to meet. 
Of all the islands of the AVest Indies, Domingo stands 
unrivalled as the most unhealthy. From '9fj to '98 deadly 
fever luuig over the island, and in the latter year when 
the regiment sailed from the stricken spot, it left tlie bones 
of five-and-twenty ofUcers and eight hmidi-ed men in the 
graveyards of Port-au-Prince. 

While fever had thus been doing its deadly work at 
St. Domingo, let us return to the detiiclmients amounting 
to 300 men which we last left in the MediteiTanean 
fleet under Admiral Lord Hotham. 

The year 1795 passed away without making much 
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alteration in the maritime affairs of Southern Europe ; not 
so however the one that followed. Early in '96 the tide of 
French conquest rolled over Italy, and the Italian States 
were forced to withdraw from the Coalition; but later 
in the year, matters assumed even a more threatening 
attitude ; Spain not only withdrew from the alliance, but 
declared herself hostile to England, and the same fleet 
which had assisted us at Toulon now put to sea as our 
enemy. The united fleets of France and Spain were more 
than the English admiral could cope with ; and towards 
the end of the year Sir John Jervis sailing from the 
Gulf of St. Fiorenza, passed with his fleet the Straits of 
Gibraltar, and not one English vessel was left upon the 
waters of the Mediterranean. But previous to this retreat 
from the Mediterranean, the detachments on board the 
Agamemnon and Courageux shared in all the enterprises 
which attended the cruise of Nelson, along the Italian 
coast,' during the summer of 1796. In the blockade of 
Genoa — in the gallant cutting out of store ships at Laona 
Bay — in the evacuation of Leghorn — the capture of Porto- 
Ferrajo, and the retreat from Corsica, the ship which 
carried Nelson carried also one hundred of the 69th; and 
when in a few months later, at St. Vincent, the great 
Captain passed from the quarter deck of the San Nicholas 
to the San Josef, in that unparalleled exploit of boarding 
at once two hostile ships, one across the other, he had 
again around him on every side, his tried detachment 
the ''old Agamemnons" of the 69th. The detachment 
which had embarked on board the Courageux met an 
untimely fate. On the night of the 10th of December, 
1796, while passing through the Straits of Gibraltar, 
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the Courageux struck the rocks upon the coast of Biirbavy 
— six hundred souls were ou hoai-tl at the time, and out 
of these scarcely a fifth were saved by clambering along 
the fallen mainmast to the rocky shore. This disaster 
reduced the detacliments 3er\'ing with the fleet at the 
close of 1796, to two, one ou hoard the Britannia, 
and the other ou hoard the Captaui, to which vessel 
it had been transferred from the Agamemnon, when the 
latter, thoroughly worn out, was ordered home from the 
Mediterranean, The fleet which left the Mediterranean 
early in December, cast anchor in tlie Tagua, late in the 
same month, and remained in port nntd a reinforcement 
under Sir William Parker, in Febniary, '97, enabled it 
once more to put to sea. On the 2nd February it left 
Lisbon, and on the 5tli arrived ofl' Cape St. Vincent in 
seai'ch of the Spanish fleet, then known to he hearing up 
from the Mediterranean to form a junction with the 
French fleet at Brest. On the evening of the 13th, 
Commodore Nelson joined in the Miiierv^e, having passed 
through the Spanisli fleet and narrowly escaped cairture in 
the Straits of Gibraltar ; he immediately hoisted his broad 
peudant ou board the Captain, of 74 guns, which sliip it 
must not be forgotten caiTied one hundred of the 69th, 
Evening closed upon the British with the signal " Prepare 
for action," flying from the Victory, for the sunset guns 
of the Spaniards were distinctly audible to windward, and 
there was little doubt that the morrow would be one long 
famous in tlie naval annals of England or of Spain. At 
break of day m the 14tli February, 1797 (St. Valentine's 
day), the Spanish fleet was descried to the southward, and 
as the morning wore on and the fog lilted from the sen, 
2a 



20 THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 

twenty-five ships were signalled in succession, extending 
in a long scattered line from south to west. The British 
fleet only numbered fifteen sail ; but notwithstanding, its 
admiral determined to give battle, knowing the temper of 
his crews, and rightly judging that the scattered order of 
the enemy would more than counterbalance his numerical 
superiority. As this battle of St. Vincent is memorable 
in the annals of the 69th Eegiment, a brief narrative of 
it may not be uncalled for. About mid-day the British 
fleet sailing in two compact lines, came up with the 
Spaniards, and commenced the action by passing through 
the loose line of battle which the enemy had scarcely 
succeeded in forming ; the Spanish fleet, thus cut asunder, 
quickly fell into disorder, and being huddled together in 
a confused state, suffered immense damage from the broad- 
sides, which one by one, the English ships delivered as they 
passed steadily through their enemies. It was about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when the Captain, which an 
hour earlier had left her station in line and dashed into 
the centre of the enemy's fleet, found herself almost dis- 
abled, within twenty yards of the Spanish two-decker San 
Nicholas, and close to the four-decker .Santissima-Trinidad, 
the largest vessel in the Spanisli navy. What ensued is 
best described in the words of Nelson himself : — 

" At one p.m., the Captain having passed the stemmost 
of the enemy's ships, which formed their van and part of 
their centre, consisting of seventeen sail of the line, they 
on their larboard, we on the starboard tack, the admiral 
made the signal to tack in succession, but perceiving the 
Spanish fleet to bear up before the wind, or nearly so, 
evidently with an intention of forming their line, going 
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laige, and joining their separate divisions, at tliat time 
engaged with some of our centre ships, or flying before 
us, to prevent either of theii' schemes from taking effect, 
I ordered the ship to he wore, and passing between tlie 
Diadem, Captain G. W. Lowry; and Excellent, Captain 
C. Collingwood, at a CLuarter past one o'clock, was close in 
action with the headmost, and of course, leewardmost of 
the Spanish division. Tlie ships which I knew were tlie 
Santiaaima-Tiiuidad, 136 guns; San Josef, 112 ; Salvador 
del Mundo, 112 ; San Nicholas, 80 ; San Isidor, 74 ; mth 
another fii-st-rate, and a aeventy-foiu", names not known. 

"I was immediately joined, and moat nobly supported, 
by the CuUoden, Captain Trowbridge. 

" The Spanish fleet, not wishing, I suppose, to have a 
decisive battle, hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, 
by which means it brought the ships above mentioned to 
be leewardmoat in their fleet. For near an hour, I believe 
(but do not pretend to be con-ect as to time) did the 
Culloden and Captain mauitain this apparently, but not 
really, unequal contest ; when the Blenheim, Captain T. L. 
Frederick, passing between us and the enemy, gave us a 
respite and sickened the Dons. At this time the Salvador 
del Mundo and San Isidor dropped astern, and were fired 
at in a masterly style by the Excellent, who compelled the 
San Isidor to hoist English colours, and I thoiight the 
laige ship Salvador del Mundo, had also struck ; but 
Captain Collingwood, disdaining the parade of taking 
possession of beaten enemies, most gallantly pushed up, 
with every sail set, to save Ms old friend and messmate 
who was to all appearance in a critical situation, the 
Captain, at this time, being actually fired upon by three 
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first-rates, and the San Nicholas and a seventy-four within 
about a pistol shot-distance of the San Nicholas. The 
Blenheim being ahead, and the Culloden crippled and 
astern, the Excellent ranged up, and hauling up her main- 
sail just astern, passed within two feet of the San Nicholas^ 
giving her a most awful and tremendous fire. The San 
Nicholas luffing up, the San Josef fell aboard her, and 
the Excellent passing on for the Santissima-Trinidad, the 
Captain resumed her station abreast of them, and close 
alongside. At this time, the Captain having lost her fore- 
topmast, not a sail, shroud, or rope left, her wheel shot 
away and incapable of further service in the line, or 
in chase, I directed Captain MiUer to put the helm 
a-starboard, and calling for the boarders ordered them to 
board. 

"The soldiers of the 69th Regiment, with an alacrity 
which will ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pierson, of 
the same regiment, were amongst the foremost in the 
service. The first man who jumped into the mizen chains 
was Captain Berry, (late my first lieutenant). Captain 
Miller was in the very act of doing so, but I directed him 
to remain; he was supported from our spritsail-yard, 
which hooked in San Nicholas' mizen rigging. A soldier 
of the 69th Regiment having broken the upper quarter 
gallery window, jumped in, followed by myseK and others 
as fast as possible.* I foimd the cabin doors fastened, and 
the Spanish officers fired their pistols at us through the 
windows, but having burst open the doors, the soldiers 

* This was private Matthew Stevens, afterwards Quarter-master of 
the regiment from 1810 to 1821; he died at Cannanore, on the western 
coast of India, in the latter year. 
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fired, and tlie Spaniali brigadier (commodore with a distin- 
giusliijig peudaut), fell as retreating to the quarter-deck, 
on the larboard side, near the wheel. Having passed on 
to the quarter-deck, I Ibimd Captain Eeny in poasesaion 
of the poop * and the Spanish ensign haiding down. I 
passed with my people and Lieutenant Pierson, on the 
larboard gangway to the forecastle, where I met two or 
three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen, and they 
delivered up their swords. At this moment a fire of 
pistols or muskets, opened from the admiral's stern gallery 
in the San Josef, I directed the soldiery to fire into her 
stern. Oiu' seamen, by this time, were in full possession 
of tlie ship ; about seven of my men were killed and some 
few wounded, and about twenty Spaniards. 

" Having placed sentinels at the different ladders, and 
calling to Captain Miller, ordering him to send more men 
into the San Nicholas, I directed my brave fellows to 
board the first-rate, the San Josef, which was done in an 
instant, Captain Berry assisting me into tlie main chains. 
At this moment a Spanish officer looked over the quarter- 
deck rail, and said they surrendered ; from this most 
welcomed intelligence, it was not long before I was on 
the qnarter-deck, when the Spanish captain, with a 
bended knee, presented me ^vith his sword, and told me 
the admiral was dying of his womids, below. I asked him 
on his honor if the ship were suiTeudered 1 He declared 
she was, on which I gave him my hand, and desired him 

• In the boarding of the Saa Kitliiilns, Private John Aehcroft par- 
ticnlarly diatinguiahed Limaelf by striking the Spaiiiali colours and 
hoisting the British, before thu boarders had well established themaelves 
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to call to his officers and ship's company, and tell them of 
it, which he did, and on the quarter-deck of a Spanish 
first-rate, extravagant as the story may seem, did I receive 
the swords of the vanquished Spaniards, which as I 
received I gave to WiUiam Feamey, one of my bargemen, 
who put them with the greatest sang-froid under his arm. 

" One of my sailors now took me by the hand, saying 
' he might not soon have such another place to do it in/ 
and assured me he was most heartily glad to see me there. 
I was surrounded by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pierson, 
(69th Eegiment) ; John Sykes, John Thompson, Francis 
Cook, and WiUiam Feamey, all old Agamemnons, and 
several other brave men, soldiers and seamen. Thus fell 
their ships. 

*' The Victory passing, saluted us with three cheers, as 
did every ship in the fleet." 

At about five o'clock in the afternoon the Spanish 
admiral got his separated divisions together, and the 
Victory signalled "to cease the pursuit." Four line-of- 
battle ships had struck to the British. The Santissima- 
Trinidad was almost disabled, and many other of the 
Spanish vessels had suffered materially in the action. On 
board the prizes alone six hundred men had been killed, 
or wounded, and the Santissima had lost two hundred 
more. That the Spanish fleet was miserably handled 
there cannot be a doubt ; that the captured vessels were 
fought with resolution is equally certain. "Whatever may 
have been the quality of the crews" writes James, " the 
courage of the officers was of the true Castillian stamp, 
and it is with these that the act of surrender chiefly rests." 
The sun, which had risen upon the proud array of the 
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Spaniards, set upon a different scene, tlieir powerful fleet 
had been sigually defeated, and driven from the open aea 
■with the loss of some of its finest vessels. ^Vhatever 
hopes of combined invasion the Spaniards might have 
entertained previous to St. Vincent, tliey vanished ou 
that day; " and hencefortli," aays Brenton, "the old fiisliion 
of counting the ships of an enemy's fleet waa entirely laid 
aside, and a new era may be said to have commenced ui 
the art of war at sea."* 

At length in 1799, after six years of constant warfare, 
the tide of success wliicli had carried the arms of tlie 
Eepnblie over the greater part of Eiu'ope, seemed about to 
turn in favour of the Coalition. Away along the banks of 
tlie Nile, and ujider the shadow of the Pyianiida, Buona- 
parte had driven the Mamelukes from Egj'pt, as two years 
before he had driven the Austrians from Italy ; biit while 
under his guidance, the French forces achieved victory, 
elsewhere and under others they oidy expeiienced defeat. 
The battle of the Nile had tllro\^^t open the Mediterranean 
to the Russians, and kindled the drooping spirit of war 
amongst the German princes. In Italy, SnwaiTow had 

• 111 tte Painted Hall, at Greenwich Hoapitai, there ia a picture oE 
that famous aceue, NeUou, in full court ilresa, which was alwaya hia 
fighting garb, receivea the swonU of the vanquished Spaniarda upon 
the quarter-deck of the San Joaef ; aniund are scattered the traces of 
Bauguinary conflict, while cloae to the aide of the great seaman stands 
the figure of a British officer, who salutea with uplifted hat the Spanish 
captains. I/joking elosely at the figure of this officer, the number 69th 
is descried upon the breaat-plate which he wears ; the figure is that of 
Lieutenant Pieraon, to whose gaUaiitry at the hoarding, Felson bore 
coneluBive testimony. 

In the appendix will be found the copy of a letter, written by Nelson, 
in the year '96, having reterence to the services rendered by Liottteuant 
PieTSon. 
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almost won back in one short campaign, the conquests of 
the two preceding years ; and on the Ehine the Archduke 
Charles pressed hard upon Massena. Cut ofif from all 
communication with France, Buonaparte seemed lost for 
ever amidst the deserts of Egypt, and the revolution, it 
was fondly hoped, was at length about to close amidst 
disaster without, and discord within. Such was the state 
of affairs over Europe in the summer of 1799, when the 
British government determined once again to try the 
fortune of war in the low swamp-lands of Holland. 

The expedition destined for Holland was one of great 
magnitude. To an army of seventeen thousand British 
troops, the Emperor Paul had promised to furnish an 
equal number of Eussians, together with twelve ships of 
war, receiving for his assistance the immense sum of 
£147,000 sterling, and a monthly subsidy of £64,000; 
the troops and sailors to be also subsisted by the British. 
On the 13th August, a large fleet having on board the first 
portion of the British, under Sir Ealph Abercrombie, put 
out from the Downs, and on the 25th cast anchor near the 
Texel. At three a.m., on the 27th, the disembarkation 
of the troops commenced — ^the light company of the 69th 
and several small detachments were amongst the first to 
land and were warmly engaged with the enemy amongst 
the low sand hiUs which line the shore. "The men as they 
landed," writes General Moore, who commanded a brigade 
"engaged by sections." The fight lasted until evening, 
when the enemy abandoned their position and retired to 
Keetan, six miles from the field of battle. On the 28th 
September, the Dutch fleet at anchor in the Texel, surren- 
dered without firing a shot, and the strong position of the 
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Helder having been aecured by the British, the whole 
army amoimting to seventeen thousand men pushed on 
along the low swampy ground between the Gennan Ocean 
and the Zuyder Zee. 

On the 9tli September, the Gallo-Batavian army made 
a general attack upon the British position, which Moore 
thus speaks of: — "Onr men," he says, "lay concealed 
behind a dyke. At length a large solid column of the 
enemy, mising a loud shout, wliile drums and bugles 
sotmded the charge, rushed on with impetuosity. The 
British sprung up by command and threw in a well- 
directed volley, which together with the grape shot fram 
artillery moimted on the dyke, threw the enemy into con- 
fuaion." Five days after this liattle, the Duke of York 
landed at the Helder, and assumed command of the united 
forces, wliich numbered since the arrival of the Eussians, 
five-and-thirty thousand men. AVith the confidence of 
success, which the experience of former years ought to 
have considerably lessened, the Royal Duke pressed on 
towards Alkanier ; at Bergen the French occiipied a 
strongly-intrenched position, extending across the low 
peninsula of Alkamer; and this position the alEes 
determined to attack. The Eussians and one column of the 
British were to carry the works in front ; and so certain 
was the British conmiander of victory, that he despatched 
Abercrombie with ten thousand men to intercept the 
enemy's fugitives along the shores of the Zuyder Zee. 

The night of the 18th September was rainy and tempes- 
tuous ; the roads along wliich the column marched were 
deep with mud, and moat of the bridges had been broken 
down. At one o'clock in the morning Hoorn was reached 
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and its garrison taken prisoners ; pushing on from thence 
through the marshlands bordering the Zuyder Zee, the 
column gained its intended ground, and the troops wet 
and tired, lay upon their arms waiting for the dawn. 

At length day broke ; over the low swamp-land came 
the boom of heavy guns, but no flying enemy appeared ; 
then the roar of the cannonade grew gradually fainter, 
until at last it died altogether away ; and while all waited 
and wondered, a staff ofi&cer galloped up to tell the news of 
defeat — ^to tell how the Eussians had been beaten back 
leaving their general, Herman, a prisoner with the French, 
and exposing the flank of the British attack to the enemy. 
Weary and dispirited, the column returned to camp, and 
the Duke of York, rendered wiser by his failure, deter- 
mined to secure victory first before he again ventured upon 
measures for intercepting the runaways. Tliis action cost 
the allies between five and six thousand men.* 

On the 2nd October, the allied army made another 
attack upon the French position ; Bergen was carried, 
after a most obstinate conflict, and General Brune retired 
to a still stronger position, a few miles to the south. 

The winter was now approaching, and so far, nothing 
of a decisive character had occurred to affect the antici- 
pated conquest of Holland. The Dutch were evidently 
well satisfied with the new order of things, and elsewhere 
on the continent the tide of success had again turned in 
favour of the Eepublic; Suwarrow had indeed led his 
Eussians to the borders of France, but only to experience 

* The 69th was attached to the 3rd Brigade, commanded by Major- 
General Coote ; in this brigade there were also the 2nd| 27th, 29th, and 
85th Eegiments. 




THE SIKTY-SINTH REGIMENT. 



disaster and defeat amidst the rocks and glaciers of Zurich. 
Of the aeventeeu tiiousand men who in August lauded at 
the Helder, fidly oue-thii'd iiad ah-eady fallen. At sea 
the elements proved luifavorable ; the Lntine frigate, with 
£140,000 in specie, destuied for the pay of the army, 
foimdered in the German ocean. Tlie evacuation of 
Holland was soon decided on, and a convention entered 
into betweeu the contending armies, hy which it was 
stipulated that a genei'al exchange of prisoners aliould 
take place ; that the allies ahould be allowed to embark 
peaceably at Zype, and that nine thousand Frencli 
prisoners, then in captivity in Kugland, should be restored. 
Of this convention, Abercrombie wrote, " AVliat eonld 
tempt the French to agree to it I cannot conceive ; onc- 
lialf of this army must have fallen into their hands, with 
all our artillery, stores, etc." 

By the Ist December, the British troops had leturncd 
to England, but the constitution forebadc the asscndjly of 
a foreign force on tlie sod of Britain, and the remnant of 
the Eussiana, about eight thousand strong, were quartered 
in the beautiful Island of Guernsey, mitil "summer had 
rendered navigable the waters of the Baltic. Siich was 
the termination of an Expedition which had been under- 
taken with the most sanguine hopes of success — by far 
the lai^est that Jiad yet left the shores of England, its 
failure did much to confirm the prevailing idea, that it 
was by desultory attack.? upon the colonial dominions of 
France, that the war was to be brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion ; accordingly in the succeeding years we find the 
resoiuxiea of the British Empire scattered broad cast over 
the world — Buenos Ayres — the West Indies — Soiithern 
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Africa — diflferent points of the Mediterranean coast — 
places too numerous to mention became the scenes of 
various expeditions, the complete success of which would 
have led even to no decisive results. Twice since *96 had 
the 69th Eegiment crossed the Atlantic — a third voyage 
was now in store for it; almost immediately after its 
return from Holland, it embarked for Jamaica, to again 
suffer from the deadly eflfects of the West Indian climate. 

The negro insurrection in St. Domingo had at this time 
reached its climax, and, led by Toussaint L'Ouverture, the 
blacks had established their superiority through every 
portion of the island. 

It was feared that the example of a successful revolt 
might spread to the neighbouring Island of Jamaica, 
almost the richest sugar island of the West. But no 
rebellion took place, and in 1802 the 69th returned to 
England, just three months after the celebrated Peace of 
Amiens had given rest to the nations of Europe — a rest 
destined to be of but short duration. In 1803 war was 
again declared between France and England, and on both 
sides preparations were made which dwarfed by their 
magnitude all the efforts of preceding years. By the 
formation of the Army of Eeserve a second battalion was 
added to the 69th, and this, together with the first, was 
employed during the whole of the year 1804 upon the 
construction of those lines of defence and martello towers 
which still stud the southern coast of England. 

Early in the year 1805 the first battalion received 
orders for foreign service, and the second, which was only 
available for service in the British Isles, was despatched 
to the Island of Jersey. 
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CHAPTER in. 

INDU. — MUTINY AT VELLOliE. 



In the spring of 1805 the GOtli Eegiment, twelve 
Iiundred strong, cmbivrlcud at Portsmouth for the Eiist 
Indies, Never could Indian service have woni a more 
cheerless and iminviting aspect tlian in that month of 
March, 1805, when the regiment commenced its voyage. 
It was turning away from the greatest conflict of modern 
times — ^it was leaving beliind " the great French war" — 
half Europe rang with the note of preparation — one 
hundred and seventy thousand Erenchmeu lay encamped 
beyond the cliff's of Bo\dogiie — all England was in arms 
to resist the threatened attack — the Eepuhlic had become 
an Empire — Austerlitz had yet to be, and Trafalgar waa 
drawing nigh. Such was the political scene wliicli twelve 
hundred soldiers were leaving for a distant, almost un- 
known land, of semi-harbarous warfare, and mihealthy 
climate — a land differing widely fi'om the India of to-day, 
more remote by time, possessing far fewer facilities I'or 
transit, and having its present inconveniences of climate 
increased by the absence of many luxuries now used to 
mitigate them. A voyage of three months (very rapid for 
that time) brought the low shores of Coromandel iu sight. 
About tlie middle of the month of Jidy, 1805, the 
regiment landed at Madi-as, and detaching four companies 
to VeUore, took up its quarters mthin tlie ramparts of 
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Fort St. George, a spot where the fierce heat of the 
Camatic summer is somewhat tempered by the cool breeze 
which blows at sunset from the Bay of Bengal. 

Here we must leave the regiment while following the 
four detached companies which had gone inland to 
Vellore. 

About a mile to the south of the Paliar Eiver, eighty 
miles from Madras, in the district of North Arcot, stands 
the fortress and town of Vellore — of great importance in 
the early days of the English occupation as a check upon 
the wild horsemen of Mysore, it ceased to be a position of 
consequence when the whole of Southern India became 
British ; but the fort, though no longer a barrier against 
Maharatta or Mysorean, was used as a place of safe 
keeping for the children of Tippoo Sahib, after the capture 
of Seringapatam. AVithin the ramparts stood the state 
apartments of the prisoners, the arsenal, magazine, hos- 
pital, and barracks for Europeans ; and outside, on the 
southern glacis, were situated the lines of two regiments 
of native infantry. A worse selection could scarcely have 
been made as a residence for the sons and adherents of 
the fallen dynasty ; the town swarmed with Musselmen, 
and the Sepoys of the native regiments were almost 
without exception followers of the same faith. Nor was 
the European force at all adequate to perform the various 
duties imposed upon it. The fortress was large, the pri- 
soners were numerous, the population fierce and fanatical, 
the Sepoys strong and disloyal ; yet four companies of the 
69th were left alone at Vellore, guarding the members of 
a dynasty which stUl numbered its adherents by millions 
through the Peninsula. There is not, even in the scorch- 
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iiig plains of the Caruatic, a place of more intense heat 
than Vellore ; the graiiite hilla which surrouud it are 
destitute of vegetation, and the radiation from the rocks 
prolongs the terrible heat of the day far into the night. 
It waa a little after midnight on the 10th of July, 1806, 
when the soldiers of the 69th were lying on their barrack 
beds, in that deep sleep which is produced by excessive 
heat and lassitude — that a large party of the Ist Madras . 
Native Infantry marched from their lines on the glacis 
crossed the narrow causeway leading to the postern gate, 
and were admitted by the native sentinel into the interior 
of the fortress ; from thence they moved silently towards 
the arsenal, main-guard, and magazine, and siuronnded 
the low building ju which the European soldiers lay 
asleep. These movements being completed, the signal for 
slaughter was given by the Sepoys who composed a portion 
of the juain-guard, and who, having previously loaded 
their firelocks, shot the English sentinel at the gatu and 
his comrades lying asleep withui tlie guard-room, Then 
from the doors and windows of the barracks, from the 
q^uarters of the officers, and the buildings occupied by the 
wives and children of the soldiers, there gleamed out iipoii 
the darkness of midnight bright flashes of musketry, and 
yells of savage triumph, mingling witli the rattle of small 
arms, arose, waking strange echoes amidst the gloomy 
recesses of the great Hindu pagoda which towers over 
the fortress. Many of the soldiers never woke from sleep, 
but passed as they lay to tlie deeper rest of death ; others 
awoke maimed and mutilated, and others sprung unharmed 
from their beds, only to meet death as they rasbed from 
the doors upon the bayonets of their nuirderers. But there 
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Fort St. George, a spot where the fierce heat of the 
Camatic summer is somewhat tempered by the cool breeze 
which blows at sunset from the Bay of Bengal. 

Here we must leave the regiment while following the 
four detached companies which had gone inland to 
Vellore. 

About a mile to the south of the Paliar Eiver, eighty 
miles from Madras, in the district of North Arcot, stands 
the fortress and town of Vellore — of great importance in 
the early days of the English occupation as a check upon 
the wild horsemen of Mysore, it ceased to be a position of 
consequence when the whole of Southern India became 
British ; but the fort, though no longer a barrier against 
Maharatta or Mysorean, was used as a place of safe 
keeping for the children of Tippoo Sahib, after the capture 
of Seringapatam. Within the ramparts stood the state 
apartments of the prisoners, the arsenal, magazine, hos- 
pital, and barracks for Europeans ; and outside, on the 
southern glacis, were situated the lines of two regiments 
of native infantry. A worse selection could scarcely have 
been made as a residence for the sons and adherents of 
the fallen dynasty; the town swarmed with Musselmen, 
and the Sepoys of the native regiments were almost 
without exception followers of the same faith. Nor was 
the European force at all adequate to perform the various 
duties imposed upon it. The fortress was large, the pri- 
soners were numerous, the population fierce and fanatical, 
the Sepoys strong and disloyal ; yet four companies of the 
69th were left alone at Vellore, guarding the members of 
a dynasty which still numbered its adherents by millions 
through the Peninsula. There is not, even in the scorch- 
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iiig plains of the Carnatic, a place of more intense heat 
tliHii Vellore ; tlie granite hills which surround it are 
destitute of vegetation, and the radiation from the rocks 
prolongs the terrible heat of the day far into the night. 
It was a little after midnight on the 10th of July, 1806, 
when the soldiers of the 69th were lying on their barrack 
beds, in that deep sleep which is produced by excessive 
heat and lassitude — that a lai^e party of the 1st Madras - 
Native Infantry marched from their lines on the glacis 
crossed the naiTow causeway leading to the postern gate, 
and were admitted by the native sentinel into the interior 
of the fortress ; from thence they moved silently towanls 
the arsenal, main-guard, and magazine, and surrounded 
the low building iu wliich the European soldiers lay 
asleep. These movements being completed, the signal for 
slaughter was given by the Sepoys who composed a portion 
of the main-guard, and who, having previously loaded 
tlieir firelocks, shot the English sentinel at the gate and 
his comrades lying asleep within the guard-room. Tlien 
from the doors and windows of tlie barracks, from the 
quarters of the officers, and the buildings occupied by the 
wives and children of the soldiers, there gleamed out upon 
the darkness of midnight bright flasbes of musketry, and 
yells of savage triumph, mingling with the rattle of small 
arms, arose, waking strange echoes amidst the gloomy 
1 of the great Hindu pagoda which towers over 
Many of the soldiers never woke from sleep, 
passed as they lay to the deeper rest of death ; others 
te maimed and mutilated, and others spr\uig unliarmed 
their beds, only to meet death as they rushed from 
jjors upon the Ijayonets of tlieir nnirderers. But thei-e 
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Fort St. George, a spot where the fierce heat of the 
Camatic summer is somewhat tempered by the cool breeze 
which blows at sunset from the Bay of Bengal. 

Here we must leave the regiment while following the 
four detached companies which had gone inland to 
VeUore. 

About a mile to the south of the Paliar Eiver, eighty 
miles from Madras, in the district of North Arcot, stands 
the fortress and town of Vellore — of great importance in 
the early days of the English occupation as a check upon 
the wild horsemen of Mysore, it ceased to be a position of 
consequence when the whole of Southern India became 
British ; but the fort, though no longer a barrier against 
Maharatta or Mysorean, was used as a place of safe 
keepiQg for the children of Tippoo Sahib, after the capture 
of Seringapatam. Within the ramparts stood the state 
apartments of the prisoners, the arsenal, magazine, hos- 
pital, and barracks for Europeans ; and outside, on the 
southern glacis, were situated the lines of two regiments 
of native infantry. A worse selection could scarcely have 
been made as a residence for the sons and adherents of 
the fallen dynasty; the town swarmed with Musselmen, 
and the Sepoys of the native regiments were almost 
without exception followers of the same faith. Nor was 
the European force at all adequate to perform the various 
duties imposed upon it. The fortress was large, the pri- 
soners were numerous, the population fierce and fanatical, 
the Sepoys strong and disloyal ; yet four companies of the 
69th were left alone at Vellore, guarding the members of 
a dynasty which stUl numbered its adherents by millions 
through the Peninsula. There is not, even in the scorch* 
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iiig plains of the Caruatic, a place of more intense heat 
tliaii Vellore ; tlie granite liiUa which surroiiiid it are 
destitute of vegetation, and the radiation from the rocks 
prolongs the terrible heat of the day far into the nigbt. 
It was a. little after midnight on the 10th of Jiily, 1806, 
when the soldiers of the 69th were lying on their barrack 
beds, in that deep sleep wluch ia produced by excessive 
heat and lassitude — that a large party of the Ist Madras , 
Native Infantry marched from tlieir lines on the glacis 
crossed the narrow causeway leading to the posteni gate, 
and were admitted by the native sentinel into the interior 
of the fortress ; from thence they moved silently towards 
the arsenal, main-guard, and magazine, and surrounded 
the low building in wliich the European soldiers lay 
asleep. These movements being completed, the signal for 
slaughter was given by the Sepoys who composed a portion 
of the main-guard, and who, having previously loaded 
their firelocks, shot the English sentinel at the gate and 
his comrades lying asleep withui the guai-d-room. Then 
from the doors and windows of the barracks, from the 
quarters of the officer, and the buildings occupied by the 
wives and children of the soldiers, there gleamed out upon 
the darkness of midnight bright flashes of musketry, and 
yells of savage triumph, mingling with tiie rattle of small 
arms, arose, waking strange echoes amidst the gloomy 
recesses of the great Hindu pagoda which towers over 
the fortress. Many of tlie soldiers never woke from sleep, 
but passed as they lay to the deeper rest of death ; others 
awoke maimed and nnitilated, and others sprung unharmed 
from their beds, only to meet death as tliey rushed from 
the doors upon the Ijayonets of tlieir nnirderers. But there 
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Fort St. George, a spot where the fierce heat of the 
Camatic summer is somewhat tempered by the cool breeze 
which blows at sunset from the Bay of Bengal. 

Here we must leave the regiment while following the 
four detached companies which had gone inland to 
Vellore. 

About a mile to the south of the Paliar Eiver, eighty 
miles from Madras, in the district of North Arcot, stands 
the fortress and town of Vellore — of great importance in 
the early days of the English occupation as a check upon 
the wild horsemen of Mysore, it ceased to be a position of 
consequence when the whole of Southern India became 
British ; but the fort, though no longer a barrier against 
Maharatta or Mysorean, was used as a place of safe 
keeping for the children of Tippoo Sahib, after the capture 
of Seringapatam. Within the ramparts stood the state 
apartments of the prisoners, the arsenal, magazine, hos- 
pital, and barracks for Europeans ; and outside, on the 
southern glacis, were situated the lines of two regiments 
of native infantry. A worse selection could scarcely have 
been made as a residence for the sons and adherents of 
the fallen dynasty; the town swarmed with Musselmen, 
and the Sepoys of the native regiments were almost 
without exception followers of the same faith. Nor was 
the European force at all adequate to perform the various 
duties imposed upon it. The fortress was large, the pri- 
soners were numerous, the population fierce and fanatical, 
the Sepoys strong and disloyal ; yet four companies of the 
69th were left alone at Vellore, guarding the members of 
a dynasty which stUl numbered its adherents by millions 
through the Peninsula. There is not, even in the scorch- 
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iug plains of the Camatic, a place of more intense heat 
thau Vellore ; t!ie granite hills which surronnd it are 
destitute of vegetation, and the radiation from the rocks 
prolongs the terrihle heat of the day far into the night. 
It waa a little after uiidnight on the 10th of Jidy, 1806, 
when the soldiers of the G9th were lying on their harrock 
beda, in that deep sleep wliich is produced by excessive 
heat and lassitude — that a lai^e party of the 1st Madras - 
Native Infantry marched from their Ihies on tho glacis 
crossed the narrow causeway leading to the postern gate, 
and were admitted by the native sentinel into the interior 
of the fortress ; from thence they moved silently towards 
the arsenal, main-guard, and magazine, and siurounded 
the low building in which the European soldiers lay 
asleep. These movements being completed, the signal for 
slaughter was given by the Sepoys who composed a portion 
of the main-guard, and who, having previoiisly loaded 
their firelocks, shot the English sentinel at the gate and 
his comrades lying asleep within the guard-room. Then 
from the doors and windows of the barracks, from the 
quarters of the officers, and the buildings occupied by the 
wives and children of the soldiers, there gleamed out upon 
the darkness of midnight bright ilashes of musketry, and 
yells of savage triumph, mingling with the rattle of small 
arms, ai-ose, waking strange echoes amidst the gloomy 
recesses of the great Ilindii pagoda which towers over 
the fortress. Many of tlie soldiers never woke from sleep, 
but passed as they lay to the deeper rest of death ; others 
awoke maimed and mutilated, and otlicrs sprung unharmed 
from their beds, only to meet death as they rushed from 
the doors upon the bayonets of their nmrderers, But there 
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were others who, amidst this scene of carnage and confu- 
sion, not only passed unscathed, but retained, undismayed, 
the presence of mind and determination of brave men. 
Hastily grouping together, with what arms they could 
grasp as they sprung from their cots, these men formed 
themselves into a body and tried to force the gateway and 
gain the open space without. The attempt was useless ; 
the roadway was swept by the fire of the Sepoys, and the 
leading men went down before it. To barricade the door- 
way, and seek shelter behind the pillars of the barrack- 
room from the fire which the mutineers poured through 
the windows, was all that could be done ; and thus the 
hours of darkness wore gradually away, until at length the 
first streak of dawn gleamed across the eastern hills. 

Meantime the deadly work went on apace elsewhere ; it 
was easy to shoot English soldiers as they lay asleep upon 
their beds, but it was easier still to cut down frightened 
women and dash the brains from helpless children in the 
detached bungalows of the cantonment. So the Sepoys 
revelled in this particular species of Indian bravery, as 
fifty years later they revelled in similar atrocities on the 
banks of the holy Ganges. In only one other spot, except- 
ing the barrack, was their career of carnage opposed. In 
a detached bungalow, situated near the gateway, a few 
ofiicers of the 69 th and a medical officer belonging to the 
Native Infantry Eegiment, had held the upper storey and 
its surrounding verandah secure from attack. They were 
six in number, and when daylight enabled them to realise 
the true position of affairs, they determined at all hazards 
to attempt to cross the short space which separated their 
house from the barrack of the soldiers. To reach the door 
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of tliis barrack was impossiljle ; for the nmtiiicera filled 
the neighbouring houses, and their tire swept the apace 
around. But the windows of the barrack lookhig towards 
the 8outh were nearer than was tlie doorway, and through 
these windowa they succeeded in effecting an entrance, 
aided by tlie soldiers from within, Vfhn broke away the 
iron stanchions, and kept clear with their fire the ground 
without. 

While these events were proceeding around the bamick 
occupied by the 69th, elsewhere the mutineera pursited, 
unchecked, their career of slaughter. Colonel Fancourt 
and many other officers, nearly all the ladies, women, and 
children iu the fort and cantonment were shot down or 
butchered iu cold blood. The arsenal and magazine were 
"broken into and ransacked, and, in Jai^e numbei'S tlie 
mutineers flocked to the palace, in which the state pri- 
Boners were confined. In the arjuare of this palace they 
proclaimed Futteh Hyder, the late Sidtan's second son, 
ruler of the Camatic, and hoisted the green standai-d of 
Mysore upon the ramparts of tlie fortress. Having thus 
obtained possession of the entire fortress, with the excep- 
tion of the European ban-ack, the mutineers i-odoublcd 
their efforta to possess themselves of the latter building. 

In the windows of a lai^ storehouse opposite they 
mounted, by means of ropea, three field-pieces, and almost 
at the same time that the six oiiicers joined their men 
round shot and gi'ape began to pour into the building. 
The walls and pillars were no longer a protection, shot 
crashed through the tliin brickwork, grape tore away the 
doors and shutters and sent the tiled rnof in showera upon 
the men beneath, while from the sunwunding encloeuies 
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and lofty pagoda a ceaseless fire was maintained by 
hundreds of unseen enemies. The ammunition of the 
soldiers was almost exhausted, and nothing remained to 
them but the bayonet, a feeble weapon against a craftily- 
concealed foe. 

Between the barrack and the northern rampart stood 
the expense-magazine belonging to the European detach- 
ment, and it was possible that this magazine, if reached, 
might yield a fresh supply of ammunition ; from thence to 
the rampart was but a few yards, and once there, some 
shelter might be obtained. 

Through the windows looking north. Captain McLoughlin 
determined to attempt the escape. Eallying together some 
two himdred men, he ordered the iron framework to be 
broken away; then the men jumped out by twos and 
threes, and quickly forming into some order moved on to 
the magazine ; there was no ball cartridge in it, all had 
been removed, and only a few barrels of blank ammunition 
remained. These were hastily distributed, under a heavy 
fire ; as each man received his ammunition he ran for the 
neighbouring rampart and found, for a time at least, a 
shelter in the central bastion. But only for a time ; the 
Sepoys soon discovered that the upper portion of the 
pagoda commanded the interior of the bastion, and 
ascending to its lofty summit they opened a biting fire 
upon their now wearied enemies. 

When a sufficient force had collected in the bastion, 
McLoughlin ordered an advance to be made along the 
rampart towards the north-east angle, which, being further 
removed from the pagoda, would afford better protection. 
The Sepoys had occupied the angle, but they only fired a 
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single volley at the approaching Europeans, and then fled 
along the eastern rampart in the direction of the gateway. 
This volley wounded Captain McLoughlin, who led the 
advance; but fortunately, almost at the same moment 
Captain Barrow reached the rampart, and took command 
of the party. 

In escaping from the cavalier some Sepoya were killed, 
and from theu- well-filled pouches a small supply of 
ammunition was obtained. Leaving a party to liokl the 
angle, Barrow headed the remainder of his men aud moved 
along the rampart, diiving the mutiueera before him 
towards the main gateway of the fortress; on the right 
8tood the mess-house and a few detached bmigalows, one of 
which had been occupied by the paymaster. In the hitter 
house the soldiers foimd scattered upon the floor several 
b^s of treasiu^ of the coinage then known as the Arcot 
rupee. These had been left by the mutineers either from 
a plethora of plunder or to await a c|nicter time for dis- 
tribution, and they were now turned into a novel use 
hy the soldiers of the 69th. The diameter of the coin 
■waa small, the bore of the old " Brown Bess " large, and 
under the pressure of necessity the rupee soon became a 
hullet. Not veiy effective perhaps was the new missile, 
but still more than one Sepoy felt its power, and an 
Irish soldier, witli that gaiety of heart which makes hia 
countrymen fight for fun, was heard exclaiming with 
much delight, as he shot down a mutineer on the rampart, 
" 111 trouble ye for cliange out of that !" Amidst the low 
walls and traverses which crossed the rampart over the 
Moorish archway of the main entrance the wearied soUliers 
found at length comparative shelter; aud had they poa- 
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sessed proper ammunition this position might have enabled 
them to wage a more equal contest with their murderous 
foes ; but the baU cartridges had been aU exhausted and 
the bayonet and silver buUets were only effective at close 
quarters. The mutineers, finding the soldiers possessed of 
so scant a supply of ammunition, became bolder in their 
attacks ; they held the space beneath the archway and 
the neighbouring houses around ; they could advance with 
impunity to within a short distance of the men, and they 
brought forth and planted on the parade ground, facing 
the gateway, two six-poimder field-pieces which had been 
stored in the arsenal* It was about this period of the 
morning that an act of horrible barbarity was perpetrated 
in the open space between the pagoda and the gateway, 
under cover of these two field-pieces and in the full sight 
of the English soldiers. The sick men of the detachment, 
fifteen in number, were marched from the hospital into 
the centre of the parade-ground, and shot to death by the 
Sepoys in front of their comrades, who stood powerless to 
save them. "It was," says one who witnessed it, "a 
horrible sight ;" but it at least served to nerve to despe- 
ration the half-despairing survivors, to give them a wild 
longing for vengeance, and to teach them that safety could 
never be purchased by compromise or surrender. At the 
south-western side of the fort there stood a magazine over 
which a soldier of the 69 th had been stationed as sentinel, 
and it now occurred to Captain Barrow that this magazine 
had possibly been held secure from the mutineers, and 



* Lieut. MitcheU was wounded about this time by a Sepoy concealed 
in one of the neighbouring buildings. 
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might therefore yield a supply of amnmaition. Taking 
with him sixty men, and leaving a strong guainl to hold 
the gateway, he moved out along the rampart with the 
intention of forcing ins way to the magazine ; hut in order 
to do this his party had to pass many houses which 
abutted upon the rampart, and which were iilled with 
Sepoys. From the windows of these liouses a constant 
fire was maintained, and before many yards had been 
croHsed Barrow fell dangerously wounded ; and the men of 
the 69th were left almost at the crisis of their fate without 
a combatant officer to direct or coiTmiand tliem. They 
however pushed boldly on, and reached the magazine with 
diminished though midaunted numbers. But tliis effort 
was fruitless ; they found the soldier lying dead upon his 
post, the magazine broken open, aiid tlie ammimition 
removed or destroyed.* As they retiwied their steps 
towards tlie gateway, an act of great gallantry occurred. 
At the S.E. angle of the rampart stood, as it still stands, 
the flag-staff of the fortress. High over head the gi-een 
flag of Mysore fluttered forth from the mast. To tear 
down the rebel standard there was no lack of volunteers, 
three sprang forward to scale the lofty post, the iirst ere 
he had reached one-fourth of the way relaxed bis hold, 
and fell lifeless to the ground ; two moTO commenced the 
dangerous ascent ; aroimd on every side, from house and 

* I regret much tliat I am unalilo tu discover tho nomo of this sentiy, 
for it is one which dcacrvea to bo recordud as a brilliaut esample of 
courage and diaoipliuo. It is said that some ofB.oer hurrying paat the 
magazine in tlie early part ot tlie morning, warned tlie sentinel to Sy; ho 
refused to du so until regularly relieved. Five hours later he was atiil 
fonnd upon his post, hut dead, <mly a single round of ommuiiitiua 
remained in hia poach] and around him lay the bodiea of nine Sepoys. 
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garden, from bastion and traverse, the mutineers poured 
volleys upon the 69th, and the ascending figures thrown 
out against the sky seemed doomed to destruction. But 
they still persevered, and amidst a cheer which rose even 
above the loud volleys of musketry, gained the summit, 
and tore away the rebel flag * 

With the standard of Mysore in their possession, and 
carrying their woimded comrades along with them, the 
little party regained the gateway. Many had fallen around 
the flagstaff and along the ramparts, but the survivors still 
stood resolute, and still bore up almost hopeless, but un- 
dismayed against the fearful odds which assailed them. 
They had no ammimition, they were without of&cers, the 
terrific sun beat down upon their half-clad figures; their 
mangled comrades lay thickly aroimd, and all hope at this 
side of the grave seemed to have for ever vanished. But 
no— even at that moment, when chance of escape appeared 
smallest, relief was drawing nigh. 

And now we must carry our readers away some twenty 
miles to the eastward where the grey Indian dawn is 
breaking over the cantonment of Arcot. While the Sepoys 
were busy at their work of slaughter, and while the fight 
still raged around the - low windows of the European 
barrack, a small native boy employed in the mess-house 
of the ofi&cers escaped through an embrasure over the gate- 
way and held his way across the country towards Arcot. 
When he reached that station, day was breaking and the 



* One of the men who performed this feat was a sergeant McManns; 
the other a private named Phillip Bottom ; both received a trifling 
pecuniary reward from the government of Madras, and were mentioned 
in General Orders of 1806. 
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tntmpeta of tlie King's 19th Dragoons were sounding tlie 
" Fall in " for morning parade — to tlie Colonel Sahib 
mailed the breatiiless messenger, and if India had been 
searched through its length and breadth, uo fitter man 
coidd have been found to hear the tidings which the poor 
native told in hurried and broken English, There was no 
confusion or delay on the part of the man who listened to 
this tale of successful mutiny, The orders which he gave 
were prompt and decisive; five minutes later a picked 
squadron rode from its muster-ground along the level 
highway towards Vellore, learing the remainder of the 
regiment witli the galloper guns to follow at a slower 
pace. Down through the deep dry sands of the wide bed 
of the Pahar, tbi'ough the rocks and scattered groves of 
wild date at the foot of hills that smTound Vellore, rode 
this picked squadron and its gallant leader, and, in little 
more than two hours, the leading files sweeping round the 
northern side of tlie hills, came in sight of the turreted gate 
where the 69th still bravely battled against the mutineers. 
There is something strangely exciting in the scene which 
now ensued. Fi-om the cavalier of the N.E. bastion where 
had gathered a few frightened women, and where the 
wounded officers were lying, a watcher who scanned 
anxiously the dusty road leadhig towards Arcot, fii-st 
perceived m the distance the approach of a body of 
cavalry, and as others looked and also saw over the 
quivering plain, the band of horsemen, whose pale faces 
told of kindred blood, a faint cheer rose ft'om the weary 
watchers to tell then' liard pressed comrades over the 
gateway, that fast as Ai'ab horses could carry English 
troopers, succour was drawing nigh, Tliey came on with 
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loose reins and arms flashing in the fiery snn, — ^with the 
red dust of the Indian soil curling in many a wreath 
behind — ^while before, mounted on a fleeter steed and 
nerved by a fiercer enthusiasm, rode far in advance the 
leader himself. To the watchers on the ramparts, this 
leader was not whoUy unknown. There was more than 
one man present who in another country, and at an earlier 
time had become familiar to the sight of that light, active 
figure, and who well knew the dauntless heart which 
beat within it; and as these men now looked on the gallant 
sight which to them meant hope of life and vengeance, 
one amongst them cried out, to be of good cheer, for if 
Colonel Gillespie stood on Indian soil, that foremost 
horsemen was he.* From the glacis where he had halted 
his blown troops, Gillespie saw he was powerless to effect 
an entrance into the fortress until his galloper guns had 
arrived ; for the massive gates studded and clamped with 
iron were firmly closed, and the mutineers held the lower 
portion of the archway and fiUed the granite bidldings 
within the gate; but, finding that the soldiers were without 
an officer, he rode forward across the causeway and, seizing 
a rope of belts which the men lowered from above, was 
hoisted from his saddle upon the ramparts of the fort. In 
the time wliich elapsed between the arrival of the first 
squadron and that of the galloper guns, Gillespie visited 
the bastion into which the wounded men had been 
conveyed ; he conversed for some time with Captain 
Barrow, and looking aroimd upon the scene of suffering — 



* A sergeant named Brady had served with Grillespie six years before 
in the West Indies. 
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for within tJii3 Cavalier had congregateLl many, wiio that 
momiug, had been made widows and orplians ; he swore 
to take signal vengeance upon the perpetratoi'a of the 
massacre. Eetiucing liis stej^s to the gateway, he there 
awaited the anival of Iiis guns, which soon appeared upon 
the glacis and drew up at the end of the causeway withiii 
muskct-shot of the rampaits. With the same cooluess 
and dariug which, eight years later, coat him his life at the 
storming of Kalunga, Gillespie now issued his orders 
from the battlements to the sm'vivors within, and to the 
impatient troopera without. The guns brought closer to 
the gate, unliuibered upon the caiiseway, and threw their 
shot at pistol range into the entrance; soon the great 
timbers and ii-on bars were broken and wrenched away, 
the massive gate burst backward with a crash, and the 
road lay open to the dragoons who, in a long straggling 
column of attack, now swept under the archway. 

But there still remained hai'd fighting to be done — 
cowardly assassins become momeutai'ily brave when all 
hope of retreat is denied them, so the mutineers finding 
themselves pent within the walls of the fortress, wliose 
wide deep ditch rendered escape impossible, fought with 
the savage fury of despair amidst the dark recesses of the 
entrance. 

The forts built by tlie Moslem eonciuerors of India, seem 
modelled upon a unifona plan ; almost in every instance 
the arched entrance lies between walls loopholed for 
musketry, and a tortuous road leads from the exterior to 
the interior of the place. When the 19th chaiged through 
the broken gate, the mutineers lurkhig in the recesses of 
this intiicate passage opened upon them a heavy fii-e, but 
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in the meantime Gillespie had collected the remains of 
the 69 th into a single body, and quitting the rampart, 
closed with the Sepoys and drove them from their shelter. 
Within the walls of the Hindu pagoda, which reared its 
idol-covered front almost in the centre of the fortress, the 
mutineers, driven from the gateway, sought a temporary 
respite from the fate which they well knew awaited them. 
The gims were again brought to the front, and the pon- 
derous gate of the pagoda still bears traces of the few shots 
fired into it before the final surrender of the Sepoys. 

I have followed at some length the history of the mutiny 
of Vellore, which by a strange chance became so closely 
interwoven with the fortimes of the 69th, and only the 
punishment meted out by a stern hand remains to be 
recorded. 

Between the great pagoda and the eastern rampart there 
was situated a large oblong court in which the English 
soldiers had been accustomed to exercise at the game of 
" fives " when the rays of the sun grew less intense. 

Into this court, the mutineers, to the number of three 
hundred, were now placed ; they filled almost the entire 
space between the walls, and the dense dark mass reaching 
to the extremity of the flagway, had around it, upon three 
sides, lofty walls ; and upon the fourth, a wall less lofty, 
but more impassible, a living wall of steel from the centre 
of which protruded the muzzles of the galloper guns. 

The order given to the dismounted troopers, who stood 
around these guns, was one apparently easy of fulfilment ; 
it was to fire untU the living crowd became a heap of 
dead; but it is said that half-an-hour afterward there 
were arms moving, and a few bodies writhing amidst the 
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confused shapeless mass of black corpses wliich lay four 
and five deep upon the flawed floor of the Uood-saturated 
fives' court. 

Thus ended the mutiny of Vellore, which though deeply 
laid and coranienced w-ith every prospect of success, was 
frustrated by the bravery of a few soldiers of the 69th, and 
the determiuation of Colonel Gilluspie* 

Fifty years later, a mutiny broke out in the cantonment 
of Meerut, under circumstances far less favourable to the 
mutineers. There was a battalion of British infantry, cue 
thousand strong in barratiks, close to the scene of revolt ; 
there stood ready a superb regiment of cavalry, num- 
bering six hundred sabres, a troop of horse artilleiy, and 
five hundred English recruits, in all two thousand two 
hundred Europeans were at hand, available to crush at the 
outset the spirit of insurrection ; but there was no Gillespie 
— no man in command wlio coidd see at once the work to 
do, and who knew bow to do it. All was bewildered 
confusion, the mutineers went streaming unopposed from 
Meemt to carry rebellion througli Bengal, and one night's 
mismanagement rendered necessary the i-eoon(jucst of an 
empire. 

It is not easy to imagine what might have resulted 
had the example of the Sepoy garrison at Vellore spread 

• Tho cause of the mutiuy at Vellore waa loug a subject of fierce 
contention among the authorities iii Iniiia and at home. DreaJ iif 
roligionB interference— novel innovationa of the dress of the Sepoy — 
conepiracies to replace the Mahommedan dynasty on the throne oF 
Mysore, these and many other causes were stated to have prodiiced tho 
outbreak of the 10th July ; hnt aaen by the light of the great mutiny of 
'57, the massacre at Vellore is oiJy another proof that at times the Sepoy 
wants httle provocation to develope a sliitit of savage animosity 
against all European rule. 
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through the length and breadth of Southern India, but it 
is scarcely too much to assert that the war which dragged 
its length from Toulon to Waterloo, might, in all human 
probability have had a very different termination if, 
during its crisis, our native army in the East had risen in 
insurrection. 

In a moment of profoimd peace, a mutiny in our own 
time almost shook the empire to its centre, and if at the 
very time when the great coalition had been scattered at 
Austerlitz, when Prussia had been almost annihilated at 
Jena, when England, though safe from invasion was still 
powerless against French democracy, if at such a time 
there had come upon us in the East a vast mutiny of our 
Indian forces, it is just possible that the stream of history 
would have been changed. Fifty-six years after the events 
we have just related, the 69th found itself again in Madras. 
Many generations had come and gone in the regiment, and 
the memory of the mutiny had long sank into vague 
tradition ; yet there were some who visited the scene of 
massacre, and saw the resting place of those who had 
fallen. The interior of the fortress had imdergone but little 
alteration ; the European barrack had been pulled down, 
but the fives-court, pagoda, and flag staff stUl stood, and 
the immense solidity of the massive ramparts had saved 
the fortress from the demolition, which, under the direc- 
tion of a late official, had befallen so many of the Moorish 
forts in the Presidency of Madras. 

In the burial ground of the Europeans, a few hundred 
yards east of the gateway there stood, shaded by an old 
decaying tree, a large square mound of brick and mortar, 
without date or inscription of any kind. Time had made 
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sad Imvoc npou the perisliaUo materials, and through 
many rents and fissures, wild plants had growii luxuriantly. 
Tliia mound marked the spot where the victims of the 
mutiny had heen laid. Beneath it reposed the bones of 
many of the 69th, and when, for a second time in its 
career, the i-egiment crossed the surf-heaten shore of 
Aradras, embarking for England, there was left behind in 
the old graveyard at Vellore, a fitting monument to the 
memory of the gallant men who lay there. 

The survivors of this niutuiy were shortly ftl'ter moved 
to Madras, hut two months later the whole regiment 
marched to Yellore, to escort the captive children of the 
late sultan from a spot wlierc they stUl possessed too 
many friends and atUierents. This duty being accom- 
plished, the regunent moved to the soutli, and took up 
its residence in Trichinopoly, M'hcrc L«'u years passed 
quietly away. 



CllArTEi; IV. 

TRAVAKCORE — BOUliGON' — ISLC 01' FUjVKCE — ,I.\.VA. 

Wlien the Hindu deity, rarshaurania, standing upon the 
summit of the "Western Ghauts, wished to create the south 
western portion of India, he hiu'led his axe into the ocean, 
and the waters, receding from the space o^'er which the 
weapon flew, left hare and dry the rich region of Kerala. 
So runs the legend of tlie Nambmi Brahmins with K>gavd 
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to the formation of the wooded and fertile region which, 
lying at the southern extremity of India, is now the native 
state of Travancore. After the faU of Tippoo Sultan, the 
East India Company being without a rival in Southern 
Hindustan, easily obtained sovereignty of the state, and in 
1805, by a treaty which, according to its preamble, was to 
bind the contracting parties as " long as the sun and the 
moon shall endure," the entire administration was vested 
in the government of Madras, and the territory virtually 
became British. 

Two years later, however, this all-enduring treaty began 
to show symptoms of decay, the Eajah commenced to 
dream of independence, and his minister the Dewan 
became singularly blind to the benefits which his country 
derived from paying four-fifths of its revenue into the 
hands of the Honorable Company of Merchants trading 
with the East. "At length," says the historian of the 
Company, " it became evident that something more than 
what in modem times has been called passive resistance 
was intended; preparations for direct hostilities were made 
almost without an attempt at concealment, and so serious 
did the state of affairs appear to the government of Madras, 
that two bodies of troops were ordered to be put in motion 
for Travancore." One of these bodies of troops assembled 
at Trichinopoly, under the command of Colonel the 
Honorable St. Leger, and the 69th Eegiment forming the 
principal European portion of this column, commenced 
its march in January, 1809, to the southern frontier of 
Travancore. 

The Arambouli Pass, towards which St. Leger's column 
advanced, was a deep rugged gorge, lying a few miles 
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1101th of Cape Comorin in the lofty mountains which 
holder Travancore upon its eaatern side. This pass had 
heeii fortified with a strong Une of earthworks flanked by 
redoiihts, and was defended by the Travancoreans with 
what force could he collected and disciplined to meet the 
sudden emeigencies of iavaaion upon tlie northern and 
southern fi.'ontiers. 

Advancing along the high road from Palam Cottah, St. 
Leger reached the entrance of the pass on the 6th 
February, hut heing unprovided with heavy guns, he 
determined to attempt the capture of the works by 
esealading the soutliem redoubt. During the early 
morning of the 10th, a party of the 69th climbed tlie 
steep face of the mountain, and after six hours arduous 
ascent, tlirough ahnost impenetrable jungle, reached the 
foot of the redoubt undiscovered by the enemy; the ladders 
were qiucbly placed agauist the wall ; the garrison taken 
by siuprise made hut a feeble I'esistance ; the redoubt 
was carried with a tritiing loss, and its guns turned to 
enfilade the lines below. By nine o'clock in the morning, 
the whole chain of works had been stormed in several 
places, the northern flanking redoubt also earned, and 
the Travancoreans, hastily abandoning the nigged moun- 
tains, feR back into the open country at the further end 
of the pass. I'lie tiank companies of the 69fcli witli some 
other light traops rmder Colonel MoLeod, were now pushed 
forward through the pass, and on the 17th February, the 
enemy ^ain suffered defeat wliile strongly posted with 
nine guua between the villages of Kotar and Nagraeoil. 

Having cleared the hills, the column advanced north- 
ward along the Trivyjidrum road, and soon came iu sight 
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of the forts of Papanavemm* and Oodagheny, the last 
named of which, built around the base of a steep and 
rocky hill, commanded the approach to the capital. 

But the spirit of the Travancorean force had been com- 
pletely broken by the successive defeats it had sustained 
in the short war, which had been thus vigorously carried 
on ; the position of Oodagherry was hastily abandoned, and 
the Eajah, finding resistance hopeless and the victorious 
British almost at his capital, concluded peace with -the 
Company. By tjiis treaty he consented to all demands 
made by the British government. The obnoxious minister 
became a fugitive in the mountains, and, after many 
wanderings, put an end to his existence amidst the dark 
recesses of the great Sanctuary of Bhagwadi. The 69th 
immediately commenced its long return march towards 
Madras, and reached the cantonment of Wallajabad, in 
May, 1809. This cantonment of Wallajabad, frequently 
the quarters of the 69th, was once a celebrated station 
in the Presidency of Madras ; its graveyard, that mournful 



* In the year 1863, the writer of this history found himself by the 
merest chance in the ruined fort of Oodagherry, in the southern part 
of Travancore ; he did not then know the particulars of the short 
campaign which his regiment had made in Travancore fifty years before. 
He was on his way to Cape Comorin, and Nagracoil and Kotar lay 
between him and his destination. In the minds of the natives, the 
tradition of the last war yet lingered, and amidst a tangled mass of 
brushwood and creeping plants which covered the ruined fort, the 
graves of Europeans were pointed out. A few days later he halted 
at the entrance of the Arambooli Pass, the country was wild and 
picturesque, the mountains rose abruptly from the plain, their summits 
hidden in the clouds, loiined forts and temples were numerous around, 
but ignorance of the associations connected with the spot, robbed the 
rugged pass of half the interest which otherwise -it would have borne. 



THE SE(TT-mSTH REGIMEirr. 51 

relic of English dominion in India, bears sati testimony to 
the unhealthiness of a spot ■which was long known as " The 
grave of Europeans." The i\Titer of this narrative has been 
told by a person still living, that at one period -within 
bis memory, mortality was so great in Wallajabad, that 
wickeiwork coffins were used to convey the dead to their 
last place of rest in the graveyard of the station. In 
July, 1809, the 69th moved from Wallajabad to the neigh- 
boiirhood of St. Thomas' Mount, and soon after took up 
its quarters in Fort St. George, Madrag. It was in this 
year, 1809, that the European officers of the native 
Madrfs army mutinied against the civil government of 
Fort St. George. Into the origin and phases of that 
mutiny it is not my intention to enter. It will be 
sufficient to observe that during this very month of Jidy, 
1809, the garrisons of Masulipatam, Hyderabad, and 
Seringapatam, were in open mutiny — that a joint move- 
ment on Madras was proposed by tlie mutineers, and so 
serious had events become, that Lord Minto, the Governor- 
General, writing to the Home Government, observed,- — 
" The East Indian Company, and, I may add the J5ritish 
Empii'Q in all its parts, never, I believe, was exposed to 
greater, or more imminent danger." 

But fortunately a ci^dl war was not the species of 
conflict m which the G9th was next to engage. For many 
years the French islands of Bourbon and Mam-itius had 
afforded refuge to a fleet of privateers and vessels of war, 
a tieet wliich swept the Indian ocean, and carried tciTor 
amongst the merchant shipping, even to the Sand Heads 
of Calcutta. 

As far back as the year 1800, the I'eduction of these 
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islands had been projected by the Marquis of Wellesley ; 
and the command of the expedition then formed had been 
given to no less a person than lieutenant-Colonel Arthur 
Wellesley, but its destination was shortly after changed to 
Egypt, and the French islands were for a time forgotten. 

Early in 1810 the government of Bengal determined to 
attempt with a large and well equipped force, the conquest 
of the Isle of Bourbon. On the 2nd May, a fleet of trans- 
ports, having on board the 69th and 86th Regiments, the 
flank companies erf the 12th and 53rd, two regiments of 
native infantry, and two batteries of artillery, sailed from 
the roadstead of Madras, under convoy of three frigates. 
On the 20th June the entire fleet reached the small Island 
of Eodriguex, three hundred miles to windward of the Isle 
of France, and after much delay, finally arrived off the 
northern coast of Bourbon, on the 6th July. During the 
afternoon of the 7th, the landing of the several divisions 
commenced ; the first brigade, under Colonel Eraser, safely 
disembarked at Grand Chaloupe, a spot lying west of St. 
Denis, but the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Brigades, which were to 
land at Eiviere-des-Pluies, three nules east of the town, 
were not so fortunate. The weather, which had at first 
favoured the expedition, suddenly became wild and tem- 
pestuous; a heavy surf broke violently on the beach, and 
many of the boats were stove in as they neared the shore, 
which here rose in masses of shingle abruptly from the 
water. The first detachment consisting of one hundred 
and sixty men of the 69th, under Colonel McLeod, was 
put on shore, but many of the arms were lost, the ammu- 
nition whoUy destroyed, and the boats knocked to pieces 
in the surf. It was then attempted to continue the dis- 
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embarkatioQ by numiiig a light transport brig on abore ; 
this was done, but the atem cable soou parted, and liie 
vessel drifting thraugb tlie surf, was thrown broadside on 
the beach. The party under McLeod was now in a critical 
position, for being completely cut off from the fleet and 
having no serviceable arms in its possession, it must have 
fallen an easy prey had an enemy appeared ; fortunately, 
however, no attempt was made by the Freneh, who 
deemed the surf too violent to allow even a partial landing, 
and whose attention was drawn away by the division under 
Colonel Fraser, from the more important demonstration 
at Kivi^re-des-PIuies. 

As night approached, the weather became stiU more 
tempestnous, anil the surf breaking higher upon the beach, 
rendered all communication impossilile. On board the 
Boadicea frigate there was a subaltern officer of Uie 69th, 
named Foulkstone; this man volimteercd to swim the surf 
and carry any orders to Colonel McLeod, which the 
Brigadier- General might dictate; bis offer was accepted; 
being an expert swimmer he passed in safety through the 
dangerous waves and gained the shore ; the order which 
he bore directed Colonel McLeod to occupy a battery at 
St. Marie, on the Breton river ; this was accordingly done, 
and the detachment remained unmolested during the night, 
On the followuig day, the weather still continuing rough, 
the project of disembarkation at Ei\'i(5re-des-Pluie3 was 
finally abandoned, and the frigates dropped down with a 
favourable wind to Grand Clialoupe. Landing at the last 
named place, the entire force advanced across the 
mountains upon St. Denis. But in the mean time 
Fraser's division had engaged and defeated the enemy. 
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and the other brigades arrived only in time to form for 
the final stonning of the capital. The French commander^ 
however, did not await an assault. At six p.m.^ on the 
8th^ a capitulation was signed^ and the island with all its 
stores and material, surrendered to the British. The total 
loss of the British amounted to only twenty-two killed, 
and seventy-nine woimded. After the capitulation, the 
troops encamped at St. Paul's, awaiting further movements 
against the Isle of France. Bourbon having been thus 
easily taken, preparations were next made for the expe- 
dition to the Isle of France. The blockading-squadron 
on the southern coast of that island received reinforce- 
ments from the camp at St. Paul's, and on board the 
Nereide frigate were placed fifty grenadiers of the 69th. 
together with fifty of the 53rd. The small Isle de la Passe, 
lying four miles east of Port Imperial, and commanding 
the intricate channel leading to that place, was taken on 
the night of the 14th of August, and garrisoned by fifty 
men imder the command of Captain Todd. 

The entrance to the channel of Port Imperial now lay 
open, and the Nereide took up her station between the 
island and the mainland with a view to prosecute a series 
of bold attacks upon the forts and small stations inland. 
During the 17th, 18th and 19th of August, parties of 
seamen and soldiers landed at different parts of the 
coast, surprised many posts occupied by the enemy, 
and destroyed or captured several guns; but on the 
morning of the 20th, while one hundred and seventy 
ofl&cers and men were again engaged on shore, five French 
ships of war were discovered bearing down upon the 
channel of de la Passe, apparently with the intention of 
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entering Port Imperial. To return to tlieir aliip wna now 
the great object of the party on shore ; hastily embarking, 
every nerve was strained during a lony pull of Ave milea, 
but while yet a considerable distance lay between them 
and their frigate, the leading French vessel rounded the 
Isle and entered tlie narrow channel. Meanwhile the 
French ensign had been hoisted by the Nereide, and 
French colours were flying on the flag-staff of the island. 
The signal " L'eneim croise au coin du mer" was also made, 
and the approaching vessels deceived by the false colors, 
and unacquainted with the fact that de le I'asae had been 
taken, ran up tlieir numbers as the Bellone, Minerve, 
and Victor, with two captured Indianien, the Wynd- 
ham and Ceylon. As tlie leading ship, the Victor, 
passed close to the Nereide, the latter hoisted British 
colors and opened her fire on the enemy, Tlic Frencli 
con'ette taken completely by surprise, hailed tliat she 
struck, but a few minutes lat«r two other vessels entered 
the channel, and exchanginfj broadsides with the British 
fiigate hailed their surrendered comrade to follow in their 
wake. Meantime, the boats from the land had appr'jached 
the French vessels, and the capture of their crews ajipearcd 
onavoidable; but to the surjiriHe of all on btjard tlio 
British frigate, and particularly of the soldiers and sailoni 
who were in the boats, the enemy's vessels passcl by 
witbin pistol-shot apparently unmindful of their presence. 
In a few minutes afterwards the boats reached the Xereide, 
and their crews stood safely on deck just as a fourth French 
frigate, the Bellone, hove in sight at the narrow entrance. 
The Bellone first bore down ufxjn the Xereidi: with liie 
I, to aU appearance, of Vjonling ; but jmit as the 
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yards touched, she kept slightly away, and both vessels 
delivered broadsides at half-pistol distance; the Frenchmen 
then passed up channel, and all four ships cast anchor at 
some little distance from the British. Two days passed 
away, and the morning of the third brought to the Island 
de la Passe the Sirius frigate of six-and-thirty guns. 
"Eeady for action — enemy of inferior force** was the 
signal hoisted by the Nereide, as her consort under a 
cloud of sail approached the passage, and both frigates 
moving together up the waters of the channel prepared 
to attack the enemy, who had now moored his ships with 
springs on cables, crescent shape, under the guns of Port 
Imperial. But the fight was not yet to begin ; the Sirius 
leading in, grounded upon a sand bank, and in spite of 
every efifort to get her off, remained fast imtil the following 
day. This following day, the 23rd August, brought two 
other British frigates to the waters of Imperial, and the 
warm summer afternoon was growing late when all four 
vessels having cleared for action bore down upon the 
Frenchmen. Again the Sirius touched the ground, this 
time within range of the enemy whose guns now opened 
upon the British squadron. The Nereide continuing her 
course quickly approached the French vessels and anchored 
within half pistol-shot of the BeUone, whose heavy broad- 
sides she at once replied to. It was an unequal contest ; 
two of the British frigates had already grounded ; the land 
batteries poured in a biting fire, and the crews of the 
French ships were constantly relieved by fresh troops from 
the shore. The sun set, the short tropical twilight rapidly 
deepened into night, but stiU the Nereide maintained her 
unequal struggle, and all the hUls around flashed with the 
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glare and echoed ivith the thunder of the fierce cannonade, 
which during the first hours of darkness was poured upon 
the devoted vessel. By midnight the firing ceased — the 
Nereide had become a perfect wreck with guns dis- 
mounted, rigging on fire, hull shattered in every part, and 
two himdred and thirty dead and djing men crowding the 
the slippery decks — she struck to the enemy. The otlier 
vessels were either burnt or surrendered during the three 
followiag days, and the heavy loss thus sustained rendered 
the naval ascendancy of France, for a time, complete upon 
the Indian seas. The Jiiatorian James, after recounting 
the opinion of the court martial which exonerated the 
captain of the Nereide, Captain Willonghby, and his men 
from all blame, thus concludes " To tliis testimony in 
favour of the Nereide, we shall merely add that the noble 
belmviour of her officers and crew tlu'ew such a halo of 
glory round the defeat at Grand Port, that in public 
opinion, at least the loss of the foiu- frigates was scarcely 
considered a miafortune." On the niglit of 17th September, 
the thirty-two -gun frigate, Ceylon, from Madras, having 
on board General Abercrombie and his staff, and a detach- 
ment of one himdred and seventy of the 69th, imder 
Captain Boss, fell in witli the enemy's ships. La Venus 
and Victor, midway between the Isle of France and 
Boiu-bon. Moonlight enabled the French ves.'^els to 
engage, and a severe action ensued, which lasted until 
shortly before daybreak, at which time, the British frigate 
being in a totally unmanageable state, was obUged to strike 
her colors to the enemy. A few hours later the Boadicea 
and two sloops put out from the harbour of St. Paiil's, 
and came up with tlie French ships wldch, with their 
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prize in tow, were slowly making their way to the Isle 
of France. The French frigate, Venus, had lost her top^ 
masts in the action with the Ceylon, and soon struck her 
colors to the Boadicea ; the Victor escaped, hut the 
recapture of the Ceylon liberated her crew fix)m the 
short confinement which they had undergone since the 
morning. In the first action, the 69th had four men killed 
and nine wounded, and amongst the latter was Captain 
Eoss, who commanded the detachment. Although four 
months had now passed away since the expedition had 
first set foot upon Bourbon, the Isle of France still 
remained imconquered, and the French frigates had 
hitherto cruised almost unchecked upon the waters of 
the Indian seas. But all this was shortly to be changed. 
Early in November, reinforcements from the Cape arrived 
at Bourbon, the encampment at St. Paul's was broken up, 
and Eodriguez again made the rendezvous of the several 
divisions that were expected from India. The near 
approach of the hurricane season caused the expedition 
to start from Eodriguez with as little delay as possible. 
On the 22nd November, the fleet got under weigh, and 
beating up against light and adverse winds, arrived in 
sight of the Isle of France, on the 28th. On the morning 
of the 29th, the disembarkation commenced at a rocky 
inlet called Grand Bay, on the north side of the island, 
and by three o'clock in the afternoon twelve thousand 
men were safely on shore. Between the place of leuiding 
and the town of Port Louis, a distance of fifteen miles 
intervened, but the country was rough and intricate and 
the road which followed the direction of the coast, led 
through a forest much entangled with brushwood. The 
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advance was necessarily slow, the men suffered from want 
of water, and many sank under the intense heat, for it 
was the summer season in the southern hemisphere. On 
the 30th, the march was resumed, slight skirmishing took 
place hetween the adverse piquets, biit the heat of the 
sun, and the want of water, were more serious ohstacles 
to contend with, than any wliich the enemy conld offer, 
and on this, as on the precedmg day, only a short march 
could he made. On the 1st December the different 
brigades again moved forward, and the light troops leading 
encountered the enemy, who with some field pieces had 
taken up a strong position in front ; a chaise of the light 
troops was immediately made. Colonel Campbell, of the 
33id, and Major O'Keefe, of the 12th, were shot while 
leading their men, but the position was carried, and the 
column pushed on to Port Louis. 

On the 2nd December, the Freuch_ Governor-General 
Decean proposed to capitidate, and on the morning of the 
3rd, the terms were finally agreed to. The troops in 
garrison and the crews in the sloops of war were to be 
conveyed to France, and the island was handed over to 
the British crown, to whose dominion it has since belonged. 
Thus, with the loss of only twenty-eight killed, ninety- 
four wounded, and forty-five missing, was captured the 
rich Island of Mauritius. In the harboitr of Port Louis, 
were taken many ships of war and merchant vessels, 
but " the old battered Nereide," says James, " rendered 
famous by the gallantry of her captain and crew, was 
in too bad a state to be removed, and was .sold only to be 
broken up." 



fl 
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Three weeks after the surrender of the island, the army 
was broken up. On the 26th December, the 69th embarked 
at Port Louis, and landed once more at Madras, on the 8th 
February, 1811. 

Scarcely had th'e 69th reached Madras, from the Isle of 
France, when it received orders to join the expedition 
preparing against Java, the richest island of the Indian 
seas. Often during the long war between France and 
England, had the reduction of this splendid island been 
planned by the British government, but the wars with 
the Maharatta powers in India had as often interfered to 
postpone the fulfilment of the scheme, and to leave longer 
imder the power of France the last relic of her colonial 
empire. When, however, Central India had been reduced 
to submission, and the islands of the Indian Ocean had 
been taken, the long-projected invasion of Java was again 
revived, and a powerful expedition set on foot to efifect it. 
Four British and five Native regiments of infantry, a 
regiment of cavalry, and a strong force of artillery, in all 
nearly twelve thousand men, left India in April, 1811, and 
reached the first place of rendezvous in the harbour of 
Penang towards the middle of the month of May; Malacca, 
the next rendezvous, was reached early in June ; but in 
the meantime sickness had appeared in the fleet, and 
twelve hundred invalids were landed and left behind. 
Continuing its way through the Straits of Singapore, the 
expedition reached Point Sambar on the 20th July, and, 
after many delays, finally made the coast of Java, at the 
entrance of the Marandi river, on the 3rd August. Next 
day the disembarkation commenced, and before night eight 
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thousand men were landed close to the little village of 
Chillingching, on the eastern coast of Java. No opposition 
was made by the Batavian troops, but soon after dark 
the English advanced patrolea in the neighbourhood of 
Chillingching came in contact with the enemy. Covered 
by a portion of the fleet which moved along the coast, the 
leading column, under Colonel Gillespie, advanced towards 
the city of Eatavia, distant some twelve miles ; tiie Aiigoli 
river was crossed by a bridge of boats on the 6tb; two days 
later Batavia s^irrendered unconditionally, and GiUeapie 
took immediate possession of the capital, which had been 
abandoned by the Dutch. Meantime tlie Tranco-Batavian 
forces, under tlieir commander General Jansen, had i-etired 
to the intrenchments of Fort Cornelius, and in this for- 
midable position they awaited the advance of the English 
army. Fort Cornelius, originally a place of safety to the 
early Dutch settlers against the assaults of the Malays, had 
been strengthened in succeeding years by the addition of 
several strong redoubts, and mounted in 1811, together 
with its outworks, two hundred and eighty pieces of 
cannon. Its right Hank was secured by the large Biver 
Jacatra, and ite left rested upon a " Sloken," or canal, of 
great depth. The front was covered by a mde, iiaUsaded 
ditch, and the lines, thus secured and protected, were 
nearly five miles in circumference. A detachment of the 
enemy, tliree thousand sti'oug, occupied an advanced posi- 
tion at AVeltenvrecden, three miles in front of tlie main 
body, on the road leading to Batavia, Early in the morn- 
ing of the 10th August, the light troops of the English 
army under Gillespie attacked tiiis position and di-ove the 
enemy backward to Cornelius, taking in the assault three 
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lines, but through the mist of morning, rendered grayer by 
the low-lying smoke, the deep voice of Gillespie could be 
heard cheering on his devoted followers, who with loud 
shouts burst into the redoubt and carried it by storm. 

Mixed with the fugitives, the victorious column crossed 
the bridge midst a wild scene of carnage and confusion, 
and poured with impetuosity upon redoubt No. 2, within 
whose works General Jansen himself had taken post. 
Here the Franco-Batavian forces made a most determined 
stand, and inspired by the presence of their leader, fought 
with a resolution which against other enemies might have 
given them victory. But a battalion composed of grena- 
dier and flank companies of British soldiers waa an enemy 
against whom courage and resolution could only protract a 
conflict. After a desperate struggle the Dutch abandoned 
the redoubt, General Jansen was carried away amongst 
the fugitives, and Gillespie, losing not a moment, followed 
in pursuit. 

The grenadiers of the 69th, together with the grenadiers 
of two other regiments, about the same time moved to the 
right against a large flanking redoubt held in force by the 
enemy, and moimting some thirty heavy gims. In a 
moment it was carried with the bayonet, yet scarcely had 
the assailants gained firm footing, and while the defenders 
still offered resistance, its magazine blew up with a terrific 
crash, hurling into the air the greater portion of the grena- 
diers and killing and wounding every officer who belonged 
to them. But this awful disaster was unheeded amidst the 
wild scene of carnage which now ranged along the entire 
line of the enemy's stronghold. Far away to the left, six 
battalion companies of the 69th, led on by €olonel McLeod, 
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had also attacked at daybreak the redoubt -^-hich rested 
on the Jacatra ; at this point, aa at the others, the enemy 
was on the alert and heavy volleys of grape greeted the 
advancing troops a.s they crossed the glacis and swarmed 
into the ditcli. As the head of tho cohuuu, carrying aU 
before it, reached the interior of the work, and at the very 
moment when the broken ranks of the Dutch told that 
victorj' was in his grasp, McLeod was shot dead amongst 
tho leading files he had bo gloriously headed. He fell at 
the right moment, for his last look beheld the tiiumph of 
his men, and theii' victorious cheers were the latest sounds 
which reached him as his senses grew dull in death. 

Notwithstanding the fall of its leader the column still 
pressed on. "Within Cornelius itself the Dutch long 
fought with courage aud determination ; but Gillespie's 
right attack had now pushed its triumphant way into the 
centre, and the enemy's strong park of artillery in the rear 
with all the reserves fell into his hands. About the same 
time the central column after much opposition carried the 
front line of defenCe and burst into the principal intrench- 
ment. From all sides the victory was won, one thousand 
dead lay around ; three general officers, thirty- four field 
officers, seventy captains, one hundi'ed and fil'ty subaltern 
officers, and between four and five thousand soldiers were 
taken prisoners ; many more were cut down by the British 
cavalry in pursuit, and foui- hundred and thii'ty pieces of 
cannon were found in the works and the intrenched 
camp. General Jimsen with a small escort of cavalrj- fled 
to Buitenzorg, thirty miles from tho scene of battle, but 
the rapid approach of the British cavalry obliged him to 
continue his flight with precipitation still further to tho 



66 THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 

eastward. Closely pressed by the British army, he finally 
proposed capitulation on the 16th September^ and two 
days later the great Island of Java was handed oyer to the 
British. But this signal victory was not achieved without 
loss to the victors. From the 4th to the 27th of August, 
the British lost nearly one thousand men, killed, wounded, 
and missing. The loss of the 69th was proportionately 
Beyere, eleven officers and seventy-six men were IdUed 
or woimded, and three other officers fell victims to the 
fatigue and severity of the service ; amongst these latter 
was Lieutenant Nadould, who only a year before had 
commanded the small party of the 69th on board the 
Nereide frigate in the fierce action with the French ships 
at Port Imperial. 

Such was the capture of Java, a deed much celebrated 
in its day. Soon eclipsed by the greater events of 
European warfare, it occurred nevertheless at a time when 
universal disaster -had attended the arms of the CoaUtion. 
Every throne lay prostrate at the feet of Napoleon, and 
from the Tagus to the Vistula all peoples bowed before 
the domination of a single man. 

One month after the capitulation of Java, the 69th 
embarked at Batavia, and sailing for the Malabar coast, 
reached the Isle of Goa on the 7th December following. 

In the quiet of this old Portuguese city, which even in 
its ruins still preserves traces of its former magnificence 
and beauty, some fifteen months passed away, a period 
which must have seemed one of complete rest after the 
incessant movement and arduous service of the preceding 
years. 

In 1813, the regiment moved from Goa, to Tellacharry, 
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and during the following years garrisoned in succession 
Seriagapatam, Bellary, Hyderabad, Gooty and Eumool, 
but no active service waa experienced until the spring of 
1817. 

In the conuncnceraent of the Southern Maharatta war 
in 1817, the flank companies of the 69th were detached 
from the regiment, then in quarters at Kumool, and 
marched to Adoni where they were formed into a 
battalion together with the flank companies of the 30tb, 
53rd, and 84tli Regiments." This battalion served with 
great distinction throughout the eampaigns of tho two 
subsequent years, Starting from Satara in the spring 
of 1818, a column imder Brigadier- General Pritzler, took 
in succession the hUl forts of Singhur, Purandoor, and 
Wasota ; tho first-named fortress built upon a crag 
eighteen hundred feet above the plain, and long famous 
in Maharatta history, surrendered after three days' bom- 
bardment, dui'ing which four thousand shot and shell 
were thrown upon its lofty summit, Purandoor was 
attacked on the 14th March following, and although some 
resistance was at first oficred, it capitulated on the 16th. 
Colonel Blacker in his hi.'story of tho Maharatta war, thus 
alludes to the movements which imniediatcly preceded 
the BuiTcnder of Purandoor: "The British troops had 
advanced by way of Jijuri, and at Saswad, had some little 
trouble in captm'ing a strong stone building in uliich 

• "Among the troops whieli joined from Satara, under Pritzler," saya 
CoL Blacker, "waa the European flauk battalion, oomjwsed of the ftower 
of four regiments, who, notwithstanding the difficulty o£ maintaining 
long, in a atata of regularity, a corpa composed ot various details, had 
been as remarkable throughout the service, undor Major Gilea'a com- 
mand, for their discipline and. order as for their gallantry," 
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two himdred Arabs, Sindhi's, and Hindustani, had shut 
themselves up with some small guns. The walls were so 
substantial that six-pounders were foimd incapable of 
affecting them. Eighteen-pounders were then brought 
up, but though these also appeared to make as little 
impression on the walls, they had sufficient on the minds 
of the garrison to induce them to surrender at discretion'" 

On the 5th April, Wasota surrendered ; its defences 
were of immense strength, and in its deep dungeons were 
stored the jewels of the Maharatta chief; but neither its 
strength nor its riches could induce its garrison to offer 
a determined resistance. After the defeat of the Peshwa, 
in the neighbourhood of Poonah, Pritzler's column 
advanced upon Sholapore, to which place had congregated 
a Maharatta force of some six or seven thousand men. 
At three o'clock a.m., on the 10th May, the lower tow 
was taken by escalade, and four days later the fort 
surrendered at discretion. In this attack the flank 
battalion lost forty men killed and wounded. The hill 
fortress of Copal Droog was successfully stormed on the 
13th May, 1819, the flank battalion having again the 
honor of leading the attack. The principal gate was 
blown in and the fort taken by escalade from the lower 
town ; the garrison fought with resolution, hurling from 
their lofty ramparts detached rocks upon their assailants 
beneath. This capture of Copal-Droog was the last act 
in the southern Maharatta war ; the Peshwa had already 
submitted to the British, and forfeiting his rank as ruler 
of Poonah, he became one more of the many stipendaries 
of the Company. 

Thirty-two years later this ex-Peshwa of Poonah, 
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Bagee Bao, died in the small town of Bithoor, close to the 
holy Ganges ; he left hehind as his successor a man well 
known in the history of oiir own day. A very few years 
after, this adopted heir hecame suddenly famous by the 
singular atrocity of his nature, but few eared to trace the 
sequel of the Maharatta war in the Nana Sahib, of 
Cawnpore. 



SERVICE OF THE 2n-d BATTALION GOtie 
REGIMENT. 

While from almost every part of Europe vast armies 
converged upon the French frontier, and while Napoleon, 
with scarce a fifth of the allied numbers, was about to 
strike his tremendous blows at Brienne, Mont-MiraQ, 
Montereau, nud Rheims, a small British division of six 
thousand men loft the shores of England and landed at 
South Beveland, in Holland, once more to attempt to 
wrest from France the fortresses which held secure to her 
the navigation of the Scheldt. A Russian and Prussian 
army had already crossed the Mense, and a corps under 
Bulow, had even reached the neighbourhood of Antwerp, 
then, as now, one of the strongest cities in Europe. To 
combine with this corps was the object of the British 
commander. Sir Thomas Graham, and, accordingly early in 
the month of Januarj', 1814, hi.s division moved forward 
against the village of Merxem, which was attacked on 
the 13th, and carried after a severe struggle. The 
French fell back to Antwerp, but dui'Ing the ensuing 
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night, Graham, not prepared to invest that city, aban- 
doned Merxem, and it was only on the 1st February, 
after additional reinforcements had been received and a 
large Bussian corps had reached the neighbourhood of 
Leige, that Merxem was finally taken, and Antwerp 
completely invested. Mortar batteries were soon con- 
structed and a heavy bombardment opened upon the 
city and fleet ; for the citadel was far too strong to 
attempt its reduction, except by regular advances. But 
on the very day which preceded this bombardment, there 
arrived within the threatened city a man whose genius, 
when exerted in the early days of the Republic, had 
gained him the title of " The organizer of victory." This 
was Camot, who, after many years spent in retirement, 
now came forward at the crisis of his coimtry's fate, to 
offer to the declining fortunes of Napoleon, that support 
which he had reftised to him in the brighter days of his 
triumph. 

The bombardment did but little damage, fires frequently 
broke out, but were as offcen extinguished, the ships of war 
were effectually preserved from harm, and at the end of 
three days many of the mortars had become useless, the 
shells had been expended, and the fire ceased. Bulow 
drew off his corps to co-operate with the allies in France, 
aud Graham finding himself outnumbered, withdrew to the 
position which he had previously occupied in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bergen-op-zoom. Here a month passed away 
without any movement being made on either side. The 
cold was intense — frost had lasted many weeks, and the 
soldiers in their village cantoimients suffered much from 
its severity. At length, on the 8th March, an event took 
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place whicli though unattended with success, is Btill 
memorable for the gallantry displayed in ita execution, 
aa well as in the causes which led to ita Tiltimfl,te failure 
■ — causes which are almost coincident with the celebrated 
attack upon the Eedan, at Sebastopol, on the 8th Septem- 
ber, 1855. This was the night assault upon the strong 
fortress of Bcrgen-op-zoom, a place long deemed impreg- 
nable, and, in truth, one of the most celebrated of the 
Btrongholds which the famous engineers of the eighteenth 
century had conatmeted upon the level plains of the 
Netherlands. To garrison the immense chain of worka 
which defended Bergen- op- zoom would have required 
fiilly twelve thousand men ; but at the period wo speak 
of, every available soldier had been withdrawn to fight 
elsewhere ; and a force of two thousand seven himdred 
Frenchmen imder General Bizanet, held as best they 
could, this formidable fortress. The plan of assault pro- 
jected by Graham was well conceived in all its details ; 
by means of spies exact information was obtained as to 
the localities best suited to surprise ; and the various 
preparations were carried on under such a complete veil 
of secrecy, that the French general and his garriaon 
were in total ignorance of the intended attack, until the 
columns had actually opened fire upon the ramparts. The 
force destined for the assault was divided into four 
colunms ; the first, one thousand strong, under Lord 
Probie, had to attempt an escalade on the Antwerp side ; 
the second, under Colonel Morrice, of the 69th, was to 
aaaault the bastion on the right of the water gate ; another 
was to endeavour to enter by the mouth of the harbour, 
ferdable at low water ; while the fourth was to attack one 
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of the principal gates, in order to distract the attention of 
the enemy from the more vital points of escalade. It was 
about ten o'clock at night, a night of intense cold, when 
a loud musketry fire woke the echoes of the solid ramparts 
and startled the garrison from its fancied security. The 
column destined for the feint attack had reached the 
Steenbergen gate, and finding the drawbridge raised, had 
opened fire upon the enemy ; this fire and the loud shouts 
which the assailants purposely made, had the eflfect of 
drawing towards the Steenbergen gate most of the French 
reserve, thus leaving the long line of ramparts almost 
imoccupied at a critical moment. Meantime the 69th, 
under Colonel Morrice, descended into the covered way, 
crossed the frozen ditch of the ravelin, and reached 
the edge of the main ditch in the vicinity of the 
Breda gate. But the opposite rampart was of immense 
height, the ditch beneath lay deep and dark, and 
the enemy here fully on the alert, poured down from 
above a heavy fire of grape and musketry. For a time 
the column strove in the darkness to cross the ditch and 
plant its ladders against the ramparts, but many fell 
under the fire. Colonel Morrice was himself struck down 
while in the act of cheering on his men, and the entire 
column was forced to retire to the shelter of the outer 
ravelin, which it had already crossed. Moving to its 
left, the 69th, commanded by Major Muttlebury, now 
approached under cover of the ravelin ditch, the place 
where the Guards, imder Lord Probie, had already effected 
a lodgment almost unseen by the enemy. Moimting by 
the ladders which this first column had left standing, the 
regiment also reached the summit of the ramparts, and 
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from thonce forming to tlie left, droye the enemy into the 
town. It was now ahout one o'clock, and Bergen- op-zoom 
eeemed carried ; some two thousand three hundred men 
had not only effected a lodgment upon the ramparts, but 
had also driven the enemy into the market-place, where 
they expected to surrender in the morning. It is probable 
that had daylight now dawned, euccesa would have been 
complete, but many hours had yet to paas before the 
dawn, and during the last hours of darkness the cold had 
become unbearable upon the exposed and lofty ramparts ; 
meantime the column which had first ascended, ad^-anced 
from the ramparts to the town, but instead of keeping 
together in one body, the men separated into small 
detachments, some of which it is said broke info the spirit 
shops in search of liquor. The dawn of day revealed to 
the French general the scattered state of the British 
troops, and he deteimined upon another effort to save the 
fortress. Collecting together all his men, ho fcU upon 
the Guards with such determination, that they were soon 
thrown into confusion, and their retreat to the party on 
the ramparts almost cut off. Tho 69th and the 50tli 
Regiments were now ordered to advance from the ram- 
parts adjoining the Antwei'p gate, with a view to cover 
the retreat of Lord Probic's bi'igadc, hut in doing so they 
became exposed to a murderous cross-fire in the narrow 
and intricate streets ; and, although they succeeded in 
effecting the deliverance of the Guards, it was at the cost 
of their own safety, as both I'cgiments were obliged to 
lay down their arms and surrender pi-isoners of war. 

Thus, almost at tho moment when success seemed 
assured, was lost through a strange fatality, the rich prize 



74 THE SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT. 

of Bergen-op-zoom. The severe loss sustained by the 
division in killed, wounded, and prisoners, completely 
paralysed aU further operations during the remainder of 
the campaign. On the 31st of March, Paris was sur- 
rendered to the allies, and at the close of hostilities the 
69th was moved into the citadel of Antwerp, where it 
remained until the spring of the succeeding year. 



CAMPAIGN OF WATERLOO. 

On the 1st March, 1815, the Emperor Napoleon landed 
at Cannes, from Elba, and within a week the lofty fabric 
which confederated Europe had built with so much 
treasure and cemented with so much blood, fell to pieces 
as easily as the walls of Jericho went down before the 
trumpets of Joshua. 

Every nation flew to arms; state boundaries, booty 
quarrellings, even court etiquette, were alike forgotten, 
and all was made ready to oppose the " Corsican Usurper.'* 

The Russians moved in two mighty columns from the 
Vistula ; the Austrians crept up along the Danube ; the 
Germans again inarched to the Rhine; the Prussians 
spread from the Rhine to the Mouse ; and one himdred 
thousand English, Dutch, Hanoverians, and Flemings, lay 
cantoned along the Sambre, from Courtrai to Quatre Bras. 

During the early spring of 1815, the 69th Regiment 
had formed in succession portions of the garrisons of 



THE SIXTY-NTNTH REGIMENT. 75 

Coiirtroi, Tourney, Tpres, and Ath, and the commence- 
ment of hostilities found it quartered near Soignes, the 
head-quartera of the 3rd or Alten's division of the allied 
army. 

Before proceeding with a narrative of the fight at 
Quatrc Bras, it will be necessary to glance nt the move- 
raenta which took place on the 15th June, upon which the 
events of the three following days completely turned. 
There can now be little doubt that the dispositions of the 
Prussian and British armies were not such as could 
effectually prevent the scvcrnnco of their united centre 
firom a rapid and well sustained attack. Prince Blucher 
looked to Namur and the line of the Meuje ; the Duke of 
Wellington, to Mons and the line of Scheldt, and Char- 
leroi, with its straight open road by Gosacliues, and 
Quatre Bras, to Brussels, was comparatively forgotten by 
the allied commanders. This seems the more extraordi- 
nary whfen we consider that the Emperor's sole chance 
of success lay in his being able to cut asunder the com- 
munication of his adversaries ; if he succeeded in doing 
BO he somewhat equalized the odds against him ; if he 
failed, he fought in a disparity of one to two. 

"While, therefore, Blucher at Namiir, and the Duke at 
Brussels, looked to their respective centres as the expected 
points of attack, the French army was quickly massed 
along the Sambre, on the 13th and 14th of June, and at 
daybreak on the 15th, moving in three huge columns, it 
crossed the river and fell upon the Prussian right at 
Chnrleroi. At suniise the whole line of Ihe Prussian posts 
had been forced, and before noon Cliarleroi was carried, 
and Ziethen'a corps of the Prussian army was in full 
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retreat upon Fleuris. Following up their success upon 
the Prussian right, a body of French cavalry attacked, 
later in the day, the extreme English left at the village 
of Fr§,8nes, on the central high road to Brussels. Late 
in the afternoon of the 15th, the news of these events 
reached the Duke of Wellington, at Brussels, and at once 
couriers were dispatched south and west to close towards 
the threatened left at Quatre Bras, the widely scattered 
regiments. 

On the night of the 15th Napoleon had effected the first 
great object of his strategy — for although he had not 
severed the communications of Wellington and Blucher, 
he was nevertheless in a position to force an engagement 
with the Prussians, before the British could assist them. 
The morrow's work was to be simply this. With his 
centre and right massed together he was to attack the 
Prussians at Ligny; with his left, which he had detached 
eight miles to the west of Ligny, Ney was to assault 
everything in his front and carry the point of intersection 
of the two great roads, at the hamlet of Quatre Bras. 
Darkness saved Blucher from total overthrow. When the 
Cuirassiers of the Guard broke the Prussian centre, and 
trampled Blucher himself imder their horses, the shadows 
of night had closed over the battle-field of Ligny, and the 
victorious columns had to bivouac on the ridge of Bussy. 
Nevertheless, Napoleon had done his work. Eight miles 
had intervened between the allied armies in the morning 
— sixteen lay between them at night — ^a great paved 
causeway had carried their communications at dawn ; 
nothing remained to them at dusk but the narrow lines of 
country by-ways. Finding on the morning of the 17th, 
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that Ney had mistaken a single British division for the 
entire army, and had only discovered his error when it 
Tvaa too late to rectify it. Napoleon again put forth the 
strategy of the previous day, with this difference, however, 
that he now detached his right under Grouchy to pursue 
the defeated Prussians, while he himself closed his centre 
and left together at Quatre Bras, to follow the British 
along the road to Waterloo. It is singular that both 
Prench marshals should have fallen into similar errors. 
On the 16th, Ney mistook Picton's division for the whole 
British army, and amused himself by fighting a regular 
battle instead of carrying at all costs, the position of 
Quatre Bras, On the 18th, Grouchy mistook Thielemann's 
division for the whole Prussian army, and arausod hijaself 
by fighting the battle of AVavre, instead of moving with 
all speed to Waterloo. 

All through the night on the 15th, tho towns and 
villages from Courtrai to Nivelles, rang with the trumpet 
calls and buglo sounds of their various garrisons, sum- 
monefl hastily to the field, and the Duke himself hurried 
away from Brussels with the reserve to stem the ad- 
vancing tide, and gain time for the concentration of at 
least a portion of his army. At one o'clock, on the 
morning of the 16th, the courier from Brussels reached 
Soignes, and in less than an hour the 69th commenced 
its march for Braiue lo Comte, Nivelles, and Quati'c Bras. 

Five -and- twenty miles of hot and dusty roud lay 
between it and the battle-field ; and thirteen hom-s elapsed 
before the column heading east, from Nivelles, came in 
sight of the wood of Boissu, and the hard contested fight 
which was being waged lunongst the undulating corn 
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fields, between Quatre Bras and Frdsnes. It was a critical 
moment for the British army, for the successive charges 
of the French cavalry and the incessant cannonade from 
the heights of Fr^snes, had caused fearful losses in the 
ranks of the 5th (Picton's division), which, xmtil now, 
had alone borne the whole bnmt of the attack. Halkett's 
brigade, to which the 69th was attached, bringing its left 
shoulders forward, moved down from the Nivelles road 
into that portion of the field which lay between the 
wood of Boissu and the Charleroi road. This battle- 
ground of Quatre Bras is literally a field ; there are no 
walls, no hedge rows, no ditches — one unbroken succession 
of undulating plain stretches from the hamlet which 
marks the intersection of the Namur and Brussels road, 
to the little valley stream and orchards of Gemioncourt, 
and that point being gained, the ground again ascends in 
a series of undulating ridges to the village of Fr&snes. 

Moving through the tall rye, which at that season of 
the year grew level with the shoulders of the men, the 
column reached the spot where the broken troops of 
Brunswick had long sufiered from the deadly onslaughts 
of the French cavalry. To the left of the Charleroi road 
and scarcely five himdred yards from the head of the 
advancing column. Pack's brigade stood in mutilated 
squares upon the ridge overlooking Gemioncourt ; it had 
long been sorely pressed, and so fearfully had it sufiered 
from the fire of the skirmishers who lined the enclosures 
of the valley immediately beneath, that the regiments 
composing it had been formed rate a single battalion. 
Pack seeiQg the approach of the new column from the 
direction of Quatre Bras, sent urgently requesting assis- 
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tance for hia hard pressed men, and Halkett immediately 
detached the C9tli from his brigade, with directions to 
Colonel Morrice to place hiiiiaelf under the orders of Sir 
Deuia Pack. The 6i)th, taking ground to its left, therefore 
crossed the Charleroi road, and moving up to the support 
of Pack's brigade, halted in close eolumu of companies in 
one of the hollows immediately behind the ridge which 
overlooks the farm of Qcmioncourt. 

"Scarcely ten minutes had elapsed, before a horseman, 
galloping back from the front, brought infonnation that 
the French cavalry were already in motion along both 
sides of the Charleroi road, and at the same instant the 
batteries lining the opposite heights opened a fm'ious 
cannonade against the British position. To meet the 
coming atoi-m. Colonel Morrice prepared to foi-m sqiiarc, 
but, while the formation was in the act of being carried 
out, another horseman rode up ii'om the direction of 
Quatrc Bras, and asked in a loud voice the object of 
the movement. "I am forming sq^uare," replied the 
colonel, "to resist cavalry." "There are none coming," 
answered the first speaker. "Deploy at once into line." 
He was a prince, and in that day princes, like kings, 
could do no wrong. So they proceeded to form line, just 
as the wild cannonade from the heights of Priisnes sunk 
away into an ominous silence. 

It was the calm before the tempest ; suddenly the ridge 
in front grew dark with huge strait- s worded steel-clad 
horsemen, and through the tall and tangled rye there 
swept the 8th Cuirassiers of KcUcmian's division. Before 
this rush of horses no men in line could stand. From 
right to left the regiment became a shapeless wreck, the 
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Cuirassiers swept on towards Quatre Bras, bearing with 
them a single colour, and one hundred and fifty dead 
and dying men remained amidst the blood-stained rye, 
to attest the impetuosity of French cavalry, and the 
imbecility of a Dutch Prince."* 

There is one name which shines brightly forth through 
the gloom of this disaster, and deserves to be specially 
recorded; a volunteer named Clarke, amidst the rush of 
cavalry, fought with such determination, that he suc- 
ceeded in killing three Cuirassiers before he himself fell, 
covered with two-and-twenty sabre cuts ; this man, not- 
withstanding his many wounds, survived the fight, and an 
Ensigncy in the 42nd Highlanders was given to him "as 
a recompense for his gallant conduct." In 1831, just 
sixteen years after the fight of Quatre Bras, he died a 
subaltern officer in the 42nd Regiment. Sixteen years' 
service and two-and-twenty sword cuts had sufficed to 
make him a lieutenant ! 

The history of Quatre Bras is one well known — ^Ney's 
error and indecision in the early part of the day — ^the 
hard struggle until dark — the bivouac on the field — ^the 
retreat to "Waterloo — all are matters of history, all are 
perhaps outside the legitimate bounds of our domain, and 
it is not without a feeling of diffidence and distrust that 
we approach such an oft debated and apparently well 
known subject as the campaign of Waterloo. Never- 
theless, it must be entered upon, imperfectly perhaps, and 
with many shortcomings, but still necessary to the fulfil- 
ment of a task, to which it has been both a duty and a 
pleasure to undertake. 



* ( 



'Eambles through Belgian Battle-fields." 
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Not until ten o'clock on the morning of the 17tli, was 
the defeat of the Prussians at Ligny, known to tho Duke 
of "Wellington, and the orders to fall back on Mount St. 
Jean were immediately issued to the scvei-al divisions of 
the British army stiE in position at Quatre Bras. The 
third division was to cover the retreating columns and 
retired in echelon of brigades — Halkett's being the last 
to leave the field of battle. "It was a little before 
mid-day," say.s Sibornc, " when the light troops of Alton's 
division began to I'etire. They occupied the advanced 
line, commencing from the southern extremity of i.bo 
wood of Boissu on the right, extending along Gemion- 
court and the enclosures of Piemiont, and crossing the 
Namur road on the left, from which they gradually fell 
back upon Ompteda's brigade in a manner evincing admi- 
rable skill, steadiness, and regularity." 

The 69th crossed the narrow stream of the Tliy by the 
bridge of "Waes-le-hutte to the west of G-enappes. Tho 
afternoon was one of constant rain, from out the dense 
clouds vivid lightnings played over the moving masses, 
and the artilloiy of heaven seemed often to drown with its 
thunder, the roar of the field batteries beneath. 

The long Jmie afternoon was drawing to a close, when 
the army reached its position on the muddy ridge of 
Mont St. Jean in front of Waterloo, It still rained 
incessantl}', and the tall rye, saturated by the wot, 
formed a dreary bivouac for the wearied, but not 
dispirited soldiers, as one by one the regiments reached 
their destination on the hiU to the right and left of the 
great Brussels road. Through tho night of the 17th, the 
rain descended in torrents, and the darkness wus only 
6 
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relieved by the lightning which continued to flash with 
little intermission over head — a fitting prelude to the day 
that was about to dawn.* Almost with the darkness the 
rain ceased^ the dreary bivouacs were broken up and the 

* ''The night was so cold," says Colonel Cotter, " and the rain of the 
previous day had been so heavy, that the surface of the whole ridge 
npon which we lay was quickly converted into thin mud, through which 
we sank more than ancle deep. I preferred standing up and walking 
to and fro during the hours of darkness to lying upon such a bed. The 
night wore tediously away, and frequently during its later hours, while 
the sounds from either army met my ears, did I repeat the lines in 
which Shakspeare depicts the rival camps during the night before the 
battle of Agincourt : — 

" * From camp to oamp, through the foul womb of night, 
The hum of either army stilly sounds, 
That the fixed sentinels almost receive 
The secret whispers of each other's watch : 
Fire answers fire ; and through their paly flames 
Each battle sees the other umber'd face : 
steed threatens steed, in high and boastftd neighs,' &c. Ac. 

** Soon after daybreak, I was ordered to take my company up to the 
village of Waterloo, to mount guard over the inn occupied by the Buke 
of Wellington. As I passed with my men down the front of our line, 
the soldiers of the different brigades were busily engaged in drying, 
cleaning, and snapping off their fire-locks which had rusted during the 
night. Upon reaching the inn at Waterloo, I drew up in front of the 
house, and stood at ease for a few moments; shortly after, an A.D.C. 
came out and told me to return to the field, as the Duke was about to 
leave his quarters for the army. Almost immediately after my retnm, 
and while I was endeavouring to snatch a little rest upon some dry com 
sheaves gathered on the way, the first gun was fired from La Belle 
Alliance. 

*^ When the 69th had been formed in column, a commissariat waggon 
came up with a supply of rum for the men; with it came the quarter- 
master of the regiment, Matthew Stevens, the same who, eighteen 
years before at St. Vincent, had broken the stem gallery window of the 
San Nicholas, and led the way for Nelson to the quarter-deck of the 
Spanish vessel. 

"When the rum had been half served out, a round shot strock tiie 
waggon, and carried off the head of one of the pioneers employed at it. 
'Weel now,' said the quarter-master, 'it's about time for a peaceable 
non-combatant like me to gang awa.' " 
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whole ridge of Mont St. Jean seemed to move with the 
mass of men who quickly forgot the discomforts of the 
night in the excitement of the coming battle. Between 
the main Brussels road and the ridge oyerlooking Hou- 
gomont^ but nearer to the first named place^ Halkett's 
brigade of four British regiments, the second battalion «^ 
80th, the first battalion 33rd, geaend battalion 69th Regi- / j^ 
ment, and second battalion 73rd, was drawn up in two lines 
of contiguous columns, one obliquely behind the other, the 
30th and 73rd forming the foremost line, and the 33rd 
and 69th the rearmost. These positions were slightly 
altered during the day, but only inasmuch as the several 
changes from line to square, and square to line rendered 
necessary. It is useless to attempt here a connected 
narrative of the great battle of Waterloo ; volimies have 

been written upon it — ^voliunes yet remain to be written ; 
never has battle been so frequently discussed, and never 
perhaps might we add, has one been so little understood. 
We must content ourselves with only an outline, and that 
outline the events which took place in Halkett's brigade. 

" On no point of the British line," says Creasy in his 
' Fifteen Decisive battles of the World,' " was the pressure 
more severe than on Halkett's brigade in the right centre 
which was composed of the 30th, 33rd, 69th, and 73rd." 

Singularly enough, the important part borne by this 

brigade during the entire day in the front line of battle, 

seems to have escaped the notice of one who has devoted 

much time and trouble to the details of almost every 

portion of this gigantic battle — ^we allude to Captain 

Sibome, whose history so frequently omits to mention 

this particular brigade, and yet by one fact, if by no other 
6a 
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can we estimate the part wluch these four r^;mieiiit8 
played during the memorable struggle. Deducting the 
losses at Quatre Bras, the effective strength of the fifth 
brigade amounted to nineteen hundred men, and out of 
that number, six hundred and seventy-nine fell during 
eight hours fight at TTaterloo. There was no other loss 
which coidd be compared to this. The tenth brigade, 
it is true, had seven hundred and forty-six killed and 
wounded, but it went into action two thousand one 
hundred strong, and considerably more than half its total 
loss fell upon the 27th Regiment alone, which, out of six 
hundred and ninety-eight men, lost four hundred and 
eighty, haAHrng been almost blown to pieces wh^i standing 
in square above the sand pit on the Charleroi road. 

It was partly against Halkett's brigade that the fiercest 
onslaughts of Donzelot and Bachelu were made during 
the earlier hours of the struggle; it was to break the 
right centre of the allied army, that, that most magnificent 
body of cavalry, the Cuirassiers of the Guard, moved in 
these serried masses and charged with that impetuosity 
which drew, even from an enemy, the remark " By God ! 
those fellows desen^e Buonaparte, they fight so nobly for 
him/'* It was in this division, that all through that long 
summer afternoon, death reaped, amongst the trampled 
barley, his heaviest harvest ; and finaUy it was here that 



* This remark was made in a letter, written by an officer of the 
Goards, named Churchill, who fought at Waterloo. In the same letter 
the following passage occurs: — **I had rather have faUen yesterday 
as a British infantry-man, or as a French Cuirassier, than die ten years 
hence in my bed.'' Many years afterward he fell in action at Gwalior, 
in India, on the 27th December, 1843. 
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the Imperial Guard made its last grand effort, when lio 
Prussian shot was fulling round La Bello Alliance, and 
the Grande Ann^e began at length to reel in the thick- 
ening twilight. This omission on the part of Captain 
Siborne has however been amply supplied by the publi- 
cation of a journal, written by an officer who aervod at 
Waterloo in the 30th regiment, and from his narrative wo 
glean an insight into the terrible scene which the space 
occupied by IlaUcott's brigade presented during the last 
hours of the battle. " "VVTien I reached Lloyd's abandoned 
guns," he says, " I stood near them for about a minute to 
contemplate the scene ; it was grand beyond description ; 
Hougomout and wood sent up a broad flame through 
the dark masses of smoke that overhung the field; beneath 
this cloud the French were indistinctly visible. Iloro a 
waving mass of long red feathers could be soeii, there — ■ 
gleams as from a slioct of steel, showed that the Cuiras- 
siers were moving, four hundred cannon were belching 
forth fire and death on every side; the roaring and 
shouting were indistinguishably commixed, together they 
gave me an idea of a labouring volcano. Bodies of 
infantry and cavalry were poui'iug down on us, and it was 
time to leave contemplation, so I moved towards our 
columns which were standing up in square. Our regiment 
and the 73rd formed one, and the 33rd and G9th another ; 
to our right beyond them were the Guards, and on our 
left the Hanoverian and German Legion of our division. 
In a few minutes after, the enemy's cavalry galloped up 
and crowned the crest of our position. Our guns wore 
abandoned, and they formed between the two brigades 
about a hundred yards in our front. Their first charge 
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was magnificent. As soon as they quickened the trot 
into a gallop, the Cuirassiers bent their heads so that the 
peaks of their hehnets looked like yizors, and they seemed 
cased in armour from the plume to the saddle. Not a shot 
was fired till they were within thirty yards, when the 
word was given and our m^i fired away at them. The 
effect was magicaL Through the smoke we could see 
hehnets falling, cavaliers starting from their seats with 
conyulsive springs as they received our baUs; horses 
plimging and rearing in the agonies of fright and pain, 
and crowds of the soldiery dismounted, part of the 
squadron in retreat, but the more daring remainder 
backing their horses to force them on our bayonets. Our 
fire soon disposed of these gentlemen. The main body 
re-formed in our front, and rapidly and gallantly repeated 
their attacks. In fact, from this time (about four o'clock) 
till near six, we had a constant repetition of these brave 
but unavailing charges. There was no difficulty in 
repulsing them, but our ammunition decreased alarm- 
ingly. At length an artillery waggon galloped up, 
emptied two or three casks of cartridges into the square, 
and we were all comfortable. 

''The best cavalry is contemptible to a steady, and well 
supplied infantry regiment ; even our men saw this, and 
began to pity the useless perseverance of their assailants, 
and as they advanced, would growl out 'Here come 
these fools again/ One of their superior officers tried a 
ruse-de-guerre by advancing and dropping his sword as 
though he surrendered ; some of us were deceived by him, 
but Halkett ordered the men to fire, and he cooly retired 
saluting us. Their devotion was invincible. One officer 
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whom we had taken prisoner was asked what force Napo- 
leon might haye in the fields and replied with a smile of 
mingled derision and threatening 'Yous yerrez beint6t 
sa force messieurs;' a priyate Cuirassier was wounded 
and dragged into the square, his only cry was 'Tuez 
done, tuez, tuez moi, soldats/ and as one of our men 
dropped dead close to him, he seized his bayonet and 
forced it into his own neck, but this not despatching him 
he raised up his cuirass, and plunging the bayonet into 
his stomach kept working it about till he ceased to 
breathe. 

" The enemy's cayalry were by this time nearly disposed 
of, and as they had discoyered the inutility of their 
charges, they commenced annoying us by a spirited and 
well directed carbine fire. While we were employed in 
this mianner it was impossible to see farther than the 
colimms on our right and left ; but I imagine most of the 
army was similarly situated ; all the British and Germans 
were doing their duty. About six o'clock I perceiyed 
some artiUery trotting up our hiU which I knew by 
their caps to belong to the Imperial Ghiard. I had hardly 
mentioned this to a brother officer when two guns 
unlimbered within seyenty paces of us, and by their first 
discharge of grape, blew seyen men into the centre of the 
square. They immediately reloaded and kept up a 
constant and a destructiye fire. It was noble to see our 
fellows fill up the gaps after eyery discharge." 

From this narratiye, it will be seen what the brigade, 
conmianded by Sir Colin Halkett, suffered during the day. 
So closely packed together were the men composing it, so 
dense was the front, so limited the line of battle, that 
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the four regiments formed only two sqtiares. As we 
have before stated^ the loss sustained by the brigade was 
the heaviest in the British army ; it was proportionately 
great amongst the officers, seyenteen officers were killed 
thirty-nine wounded, making a total of fifly-six, a 
number very much in excess of that of any other brigade. 
This loss was caused princijMJly by the shells from the 
French batteries bursting over head, and striking down 
upon the closely packed ranks. During the earlier part 
of the day, Colonel Morrice received a ball in the left 
shoulder, but he refused to quit the field, or even to 
dismount from his charger. Some of his officers per- 
ceiving the blood flowing freely down the breast of his 
coat, besought him to retire, but he answered them that 
he did not wish to leave the field aUve ; very shortly 
after a musket ball struck him in the centre of the 
forehead, and he dropped lifeless from his saddle into the 
arms of some officers who stood near him in the square. 
Then followed the ceaseless charges of the French 
cavalry ; for hours, wave after wave rolled up the muddy 
incline, surged over the crest and swept against the 
squares which lined the inner slope of the ridge. The 
cavalry rolling back from the squares was the signal to 
the French batteries to commence their cannonade; the 
shells thrown with admirable precision, burst over head, 
causing wild havoc amidst the four-deep ranks, until 
the inside of the square became fiill of dead and dying 
men. At last there came a lull. The whole centre of 
the British line had fallen back ; it was past seven o'clock 
in the evening, and yet the Prussian attack had been but 
feebly felt in support of the British left. La Haye 
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Sainte had fallen, and from its enclosures the French 
pushed clonda of Bkirmishers along both sides of the 
Brussels rond. Nearly all the officers of Altea's division 
had been killed or wounded — the guns along the front 
were silent — the cavalry had almost been destroyed — then 
it was that over the crest, looming big, like giants 
through the smoke, came the leading columns of the 
French Imperial Guard — such a sight, at such a time, 
was enough to make the bravest waver in his courage. 
The 33rd and the G9th regiments were pushed fonvard 
by Sir Colin Halkett, to resist this coming onslaught, and 
to cover the left flank of Maitland's brigade of Guards. 
Full almost to the front came the right column of the 
Imperial Guard; it was composed of the old veteran 
troops, whose slow resistless march, had so often sealed 
the fate of empire. There wore present the men of 
Austerlitz, Jena, and Ej'lau ; but never before had these 
men been called upon to make their grand final onslaught 
against such odds as they had now to contend with. 
More than an hour before, while they yot " stood at ease " 
on the slopes of La Belle Alliance, waiting the long 
expected moment to move forward, shot and shell had con- 
tinued to drop amongst them from the extreme right of 
their position; none knew better the meaning of these 
stray messengers of death. The Prussians, at Planehenoit, 
on the right rear of the French line — the Young and 
Middle Guard, and Lobau's corps called off to resist this 
new army. It was then that the order to move forward 
was given to the Old Guard ; they answered with a shout 
of Vive I'Empereur, and in two grand masses, the sole 
remnants of all, for after them there were no others left, 
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years later it returned from New Brunswick to the 
United Kingdom, again for a period of five years. In 
1847 it embarked for Malta, and ten years afterwards 
returned once more from the West Indies to serve in 
England for six months. Seven years later, 1864, found 
it once more in England; and at the present moment, 
\y^ 1867, the order for foreign service may be almost monthly 
expected. 

Thus it will be seen that since the year 1800, the 69th 
has served fifty-one years on foreign stations, and sixteen 
at home. The short but sanguinary Crimean war, found 
the regiment amidst the fever-stricken islands of the 
West Indies, condemned by the exigencies of that 
memorable period, to undergo a double tour of service 
in these unhealthy stations. The Indian mutiny following 
quickly upon the Russian campaign, seemed at first to 
promise a better chance of active service — sent with the 
greatest expedition overland to the East, it reached 
Madras only to hear the echoes of preparation for the 
despatch of the last columns to Central India ; and the 
mighty game was being played out around Lucknow and 
Jansi, while the regiment was treading its weary way 
through the tangled wilderness of a Burman jungle. 

Obedience is certainly the first duty of a soldier, but 
nevertheless it is difficult to repress a murmur of dis- 
appointment, when fate ordains that soldiering without 
service, is to be the lot of those who wish for better 
things. The few pages in which I have traced the history 
of the 69th Regiment, must here end. I cannot ask the 
reader to follow me into a narrative, which at best could 
only be a mere record of sailings and marchings, and all 
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the dull ro\ttine which conatitutca in timo of peace, the 
service of a soldier — nay moiv, I have not the heart to 
enter upon it myself. The great revolutionary epoch, by 
far the most memorable in the world's history — the varied 
atruggle in the East — the lengthened serrico upon board 
Teasels of war, such have been the subjects through 
which I have endeavoured fo trace the historj' of my 
regiment, My work has been hastily and often imper- 
fectly done, but nevertholess it has been done with a 
feeling of inlerest, whiuh vimishes into nothing before 
the didl, hopeless level of long, peaceful years. 
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APPENDIX. 



Nelson's Letteb. 

Lieutenant Pieison^ of the 69tli Eegiment, informs me 
that he expects to be ordered on board the Britannia, there 
being but one subaltern there, and that Major Sanderson is to 
bo embarked on board the Agamemnon, to which it would seem 
I could have no cause of objection. 

But I think from a very particular circumstance, that Mr. 
Pierson will not be removed fix)m me, and I hope Sir Hyde 
Parker will agree with me in the propriety of his staying here. 
Abstracted from my regard for him, as he was brought forward 
in the 69th Eegiment under the auspices of Colonel Villette, 
and myself, haying come to us at the siege of Bastia as a 
volunteer, from the NeapoHtan service, and never having served 
with anyone but ourselves, yet this I should lay no stress upon 
were I not so particularly situated. We are likely, I hope, to 
have a numerous !N'eapolitan flotilla, which, of course, will be 
under my command. This officer was my A.-D.-C. to them last 
year, as well as to the Austrian generals. I will only suppose in 
an attack on the enemy's flank, that I want to send particular 
directions, I know of no person so qualified as Lieutenant 
Pierson to prevent misunderstanding and confusion in my 
orders, both from his acquaintance with the Neapolitan service, 
and his knowledge of the Italian language. 

I am, etc., etc., 
(Signed) HOKATIO NELSOUT, 

To Admiral Sir John Jervis, 

Off Genoa, 

7th April, 1796. 
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Extract of a Letter from Lieut. -CoLO^'EL St. I-edgee, 

TO THE SeCBETAKT OF GOVERNMENT. 

lOth February, 1809. 
I had the honor to convey to you this morning by express, 
a Binall note in pencil for the information of the Governor in 
Council, by which you were made acquainted with the satis- 
factory intelligence of the British flags heing flying in every part 
of the Arambooly lines, as well as the commanding redoubts 
to the north and south. On consideration of the brilliancy of 
this achieveiaent, I feel a pleasurable duty in detailing for the 
information of the Honorable the Governor, a list of the names 
of the oflicers who accompanied the detachment for escalade. 
It consisted of two companies of His Majesty's 69th Begiment, 
commanded by Capt. Syms, and five battalion companies ironi 
the 3rd Kegiment (native infantry) under Captaui Lucas ; and 
it did not require that confirmation which Major "Welsh has 
conveyed to me in tlie most handsome manner, to convince me 
that to have accomplished such an object, every man must Iiavc 
done his duty. In the list of gallant felloivs which accom- 
panies this despatch, I have to lament the fate of poor Captain 
Cunningham, H.M.'b 69tli Kegiment, whose wound I fear is 
mortal, which deprives his country of a brave and valuable 
officer. It would be injustice in me not to express the active 
services I received from Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod, ILM.'a 
/ 69th Eegiment ; thoy wei'e such as might be expected from an 
officer of his reputation and experience, in bringing forward the 
regiment in support of tlie attack with the most ivilling zeal. 
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Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel St. 
Ledger to the Secretary of Government. 

(Dated) Campy 17th FeJxnmry, 1809. 

I have the honor to inform you that in consequence of its 
being ascertained that a large force of the enemy had taken post 
at the villages of Kotar, and Nagra-Coil, I ordered Lieutenant- 
Colonel McLeod, H.M.'s 69th Regiment, of whose military 
judgment and gallantry I was well aware, to proceed in advance 
with the flank companies of H.M.'s 69th Regiment, the whole 
of the detachments from the 3rd Ceylon Regiment under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Morrice,* three troops of cavalry under Major 
Nuthall, and the flank companies of the 1st and 2nd battalions 
3rd Regiment Native Infantry, and of the 1st battalion 13th 
Regiment Native Lifantry, with a company of pioneers under 
Lieutenant Patterson, accompanied by a detachment of Royal 
Artillery under Captain Bates, &c., &c., forming in aU a strong 
and lightly equipped detachment. 

I cannot sufficiently dwell on the judgment displayed by 
Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod in the form of attack and gallantry 
of its execution, which must ever reflect the highest credit on 
himself, and on the detachment under his command. 

The Governor in Council has particular satisfaction in 
observing the further proof of military skill and gallantry 
afibrded by that distinguished and valuable officer, Lieutenant- 
Colonel McLeod, of H.M.'s 69th Regiment, in the action of 
Kotar and Nagra-Coil, which has been followed by events of a 
highly important nature. 

* Afterwards Colonel of the 69th — skilled at Waterloo. 
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Extracts fhom Liedtenast-Colosel Keathc's 
Despatch. 
(Dated) Bmrhm, 21si July, 1810. 

It now became necessary, if possible, to communicate witb 
Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod, the senior officer, with tlie iletacb- 
meut on shore, wbich, in laniling, had the whole of their 
ammunition damaged, and lost a considerable number of arms. 
Lieutenant Folkatone, 69tli Eegiment, in a most handsome 
manner, volunteered to awim through the surf; his services were 
immediately accepted, and that officer accorilingly conveyed my 
orders to the Lieutenant-Colonel to take posaession of, and 
occupy St. Marias for the night. This service was perfurmed 
by Lieuteiiant-Culouei McLeod in a masterly and officerlike 
manner. 

The Boadicea and Magicienne frigates, having on hoard the 
remainder of the Eegiment under Lieutenant- Colonel Clargos, 
dropped down to leeward, and the troops having landed at 
Grande Chaloupe, prosecuted a fatigumg marrh aci oss the 
mountains leading to St. Denis, with two field pieces and a 
howitzer for the support of the lat Brigade, wliich htd been 
briskly engaged with the enemy. Li the meaaitime a flag of 
truce camo out from the town, when terms nf capitulation were 
agreed on, and the Island surrendered to His Majesty's forces 
the succeeding day. 

EXTKACT FKOSI M.UOll-CJEN'EliAL AbEHCUOMBY'S DESPATCH. 
(DaUd) Port Lou-is, 8ih December, 1810. 
During the course of this short service, the enemy has nut 
afforded an opportunity to the army in general for displaying 
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tlie ardent zeal and animated courage witli which every 
individual is inspired; but it is nevertheless my duty to 
represent to your lordship in the strongest terms the merits of 
every corps under my command. The officers and men, 
Europeans as well as native, have patiently and cheerfully 
submitted to the greatest fatigues and privations; during the 
advance of the enemy, the troops were unable for the space of 
twenty-four hours to procure a sufficient supply of water, but 
this trying circumstance did not produce a single murmur, or 
the smallest mark of discontent. 



Copy of a Letter Addressed to Major Syms. 

Head Quarters, 27th August, 1811. 

Sir, — In consequence of the death of Lieutenant-Colonel 
McLeod, and previous wounds of Lieutenant-Colonel Clarges, 
I call upon you by desire of the Commander-in-Chief, to report 
officially, with the least possible delay, the proceedings of the 
column, which under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel McLeod, 
yesterday morning attacked the enemy's position, and of which 
His Majesty's 69th Regiment formed the chief part, that he 
may be officially informed of the circumstances of its progress 
and ultimate success. 

(Signed) P. A. AGNEW, 

Adjutant-General. 

To Major Syms, or Officer Commanding 
H.M.'s 69th Regiment. 




Mt to i^^ ^fMBDmqt^ v^» «« annwa ^ma kidt^ 
CH^M^BiK ^ aduaoed K' tbr Miack. csi3m • tvc^ 1m«xv 

it «ai ityjKUd ihat In- dK imf omnoM *.-<c»kai to IjmiMMiM' 
Cidand McLcoi, Ibe cca&iniatd i^ ilte nviKN^ai Wl iWwilxivl 
on me : a dc«achiaaii cf Se|>ov$ h»4 i^nrk«ii^v Anivw), ti^tt-fc 
enteted the huaar -with o^ I imnMdiiii^r fvvnx.vt »]> Ut^ 
te^ment and pwxeded lo support tlio Atlafk i\f iho jv^s* \ 
now occQ{7, wben meeting \rith Lieutoiumt-OiiIiMH-l A\Unvi> 

iwrnnwniling the brigade, I w^ oiJen-d lo GupjX'tl IIU Mi\jvw(\'$ 

69th Begiment in Maishee, Cornelius : on jv-t^iii): llial jHiiut 
my right flank mas attacked, vrhen T fonnwl t>' tliiH iVxnil. niul 
drove the enemy into the river, where we niitde iKiirl,v \W 
prisoners; we thiai proceeded to take possossiiiu of lliif (virl of 

the eaemj-'s worksi, when again luediiu; l.ioiileimiitl\iI.iin'l 
Adams, we were ordered to hdt hen.', mid in i\ few uiiimlivi 
the dragoons ]jasscJ in pursuit ut' the onouiy. 

To Colonel Aguew, (Si-i.cil) WAl.Tl'.i; S^MS, 

Adjt.-QeiiL to the atmj'. Miijoc, iHUli Ki'diuu'iil. 
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Extract from General Orders. 

Head Quarters of the arrmfy 

Wetteroreden, 29th August, 1811. 

The full success of the several attacks led by Colonel Wood, 
of the Bengal Native Infantry; of Lieutenant-Colonel W. 
McLeod, His Majesty's 69th Kegunent, who fell in conducting 
his column with that distinguished gallantry which had ever 
marked his long career of active military service; and also of 
Major Yule, 20th Bengal Native Infantry, an attack only 
expected to divide and distract the attention of the enemy, is 
the best proof of the ability, energy, and zeal, with which these 
officers conducted the divisions entrusted to their direction. 



Horse Guards, 24:th June, 1818. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to acquaint you that His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, in the name and behalf of His Majesty, has 
been pleased to approve of the 69th Regiment being permitted 
to bear on its colours and appointments in addition to any other 
badges or devices which may have heretofore been granted to 
the regiment, the word "Java," in commemoration of the 
distinguished gallantry displayed by the regiment at the con- 
quest of the island of Java, in the month of August, 1811. 

(Signed) H. CALVERT, 

Officer Comg. 69th Regiment. Adjutant-General. 
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Horse (hiards, 7th March, 1818. 
Sir, — I havo the honor to acquaint you tliat His Eoyal 
Highiiuss the Prince Regent in tho nanio and on the behalf of 
Hia Majesty, lias been pleased to approve of the G9th Regiment 
being permitted to hoar on its colours and appointments, in 
addition to any other badges or devices which may have here- 
tofore been granted to the regiment, the word "Waterloo," in 
oomraemoration of tlio gallantry displayod by tlio second 
battalion of the regiment at tlie battle of Waterloo, on the 1 8th 
June, 1815. 

(Siynod) U. CALVERT, 

Officer Commanding Adjutant-General. 



G9th Regiment. 



Extract of a Lettf.?. from Coi.oxel CiiLLE.srrE, llrs 
Majesty's IStii Diuflooxa. 

(Dated) July 20tk, 1806. 
Colonel Gillespie begs leave to state in a eunmiary manner 
to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, the sentiments lie 
enteilaina of the meritorious conduct of tlio troops under his 
command, as well as that of the remains of His Majesty's 69th 
Regiment, who composed the garrison of Vcllore, on the 10th 
inst. To the ofiicera of the G9th Regiment, who in the early 
part of the insurrection assembled their men to make liead 
against tlie barbarous enemy, who wore att^icking tliem on all 
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sides, too mucli praise cannot be given ; and Colonel Gillespie 
has particularly to regret that the gallant exertions of Captains 
Barrow and McLachlan, lieut. Mitchell, and other wounded 
oJSicers, were too soon lost to the regiment, from those ofi&cers 
being unfortunately disabled so early in the day. 

The remains of this valuable corps fought gallantly for several 
hours without an officer, and the Colonel begs leave to express 
his admiration at their undaunted resolution. Colonel Gillespie 
cannot help mentioning in terms of the highest approbation, 
Sergeant Brady, of the 69th Eegiment, who so bravely followed 
him in the saUy from the ramparts, and drove the enemy from 
their lurking places, previous to the chaise of the cavalry. 



General Orders by Government. 

2nd September^ 1806. 

The Eight Honorable the Governor in Council, having 
received from the Commander-in-Chief a particular report of the 
gallantry displayed by Sergeant McMannus and Private Philip 
Bottom, 69th Eegiment, during the insurrection at Vellore, in 
pulling down the colors of the late Sultan of Mysore, from the 
flagstaff of that fortress, under a severe fire : His Lordship in 
Council is pleased to testify his approbation of their conduct by 
granting a reward of 50 pagodas to the sergeant, and twenty 
pagodas to the private. 



the sixty-sinth kegiment. wd 

exthact feom the minutes in council in the 
Military Department, 

(Dated) 19th Septemlm-, 1806. 
Eesolvcd that tlie satisfaction expresseil by the Commander- 
in-Chief, in regard to the conduct of the detachment of the 
69th Kogiiuent, stationed at Vellore, during the late inaur- 
rection in that garrison, be particularly noticed to the Honorable 
Court of DirBCtora. 

(A trae Extract.) (Sv^nad) G. STKACHY, 

yECKETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT, 



"FAREWELL OEDEE," 

By Major-Genekal Mackiedy, on his pi-omotioii in 
North America, 1868. 
Brant/ard, Upper Canada, 2ith March, 1868, 
Eehimental Okders : — 

No. 1, — Colonel Maekirdy having received official iiiformatioa 
of hia promotion to the rank of Miyor-General, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Meaaiter wOl assume the command of the regiment 
irom this date. 

No. 2. — In taking leave of the 69th Eegiment, in which he 
haa served for 25 years, Colonel Mackirdy begs to tender to 
the officers of all ranks his best thanks for the cordial support 
vrhich they have given him, as Commanding Officer, in main- 
taining the discipline and efficiency of the regiment ; and to 
the Non-Commission ed Officers and Soldiers for the oonfidonoa 
and respect which they have uniformly shewn to him, as well 
as for their attention to their duties and general very good 
conduct. 

No, 3. — In parting with a regiment wliich he haa had the 
honor to command for nearly 15 years in all quarters of the 
globe, taking it froni the "West to the East Indies, and bringing 
it to North America, Colonel Mackirdy cannot but feel extreme 
regret ; and in bidding farewell to this distinguished regiment, 
he wishes happiness and success to all. 
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Testimonial to the 69th Eegiment. 



It will be recollected that, about a year since, H.M.S. 
Dauntless, now in the Baltic, was severely infected with fever, 
when nearly the whole of the crew and officers were prostrate 
by the disease; while a midshipman and one or two of the 
crew, who were free from the scourge, with the greatest 
difficulty navigated the ship into Barbadoes. Upon its arrival, 
the officers and men of the 34:th and 69th Eegiments stationed 
there, not only braved the dangers of contagion, but sacrificed 
their own personal comforts, and altogether devoted themselves 
in a truly noble spirit in assisting their maritime brethren in 
arms. 

The officers of Her Majesty's Naval Service, Royal Marines, 
and Royal Marine Artillery, as soon as they heard of this 
devotedness, suggested that it would be in accordamce with the 
general feeling of the service, that a sense of kindness shown 
by these regiments be testified by the presentation of a piece of 
plate to each of their messes, as a lasting memorial of their 
conduct on that occasion. The Commander-in-Chief, flag- 
officers, captains, and other officers of Her Majesty^s ships at 
Portsmouth, having signified their approval of the above sug- 
gestion, a meeting was held at the Royal Naval College, on 
the 29th of June, Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, K.C.B., 
in the chair — ^when a subscription was organised among the 
naval clubs ; and the requisite funds having been raised, the 
plate has been executed by Messrs. Hunt and Roskell. 

We have engraved one of these testimonials — a characteristic 
composition, bearing upon its base a representation of the 
Dauntless, 
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One piece bears this inscription r — " Presented by the officers 
of the Eoyal Xavy and Eoyal Marines to the officera of Her 
Majesty's C9th Regiment, in grateful remembrance of the 
unbounded kindness and generous aid afforded by them to 
the officers and crew of Her Majesty's ship Dauntless, when 
Buffering and disabled by yellow fover, at Barbadoes, in 1852." 
— Illmirated London Neivs. 

69th Eboiment. — A fine old veteran of the gi'cat war has 
gone to his rest. Colonel G. SackviUe Cotter died on April 
9th, near Port Maitland, on the north shore of Lake Erie, aged 
86. He waa one of those wonderful men who seemed to defy 
time. Sprung from a very old Irish family, which had given 
many of its scions to the service of the Crown, he entered 
the 69th (South LincoLi) Eegiment sixty-seven years ago. In 
1809 he was present with his regiment at the storming of the 
Travancorean Lines, near Cape Comorin, in Southern India. 
In 1812 he served on the staff of General Darrock, in Canada, 
only relinguishing his appoia^tment of aide-de-camp to join his 
raiment, then cantoned on the Belgian frontier, awaiting tlic 
onslaught of the great Jfa])oleon. Ho was one of those who 
stood amidst the fierce rush of Kellerman'a Cuirassiers in the 
rye-fields of Quatre Bras. He commanded a company in the 
right face of Halkctt's British square, ui the front line at 
Waterloo — a square which held more dead and dying men 
within its living walls than any other on the muddy incline of 
Mount St. Jean. From the flist shot to the last he stood with 
Ms company in tlmt ever-lessening square, in which words 
of command were reduced to an almost incessant "Close up !" 
a coromand monotonously repeated until tlie curtain of evening 
descended upon the grandest scene yet played in the drama 
of history. As no mere boy, either, did he witness these events, 
but as one who in the flower of his manliood conUl read them 
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arigM. After the close of the war he retired upon half-pay, and 
some years later settled in Western Canada. The troubles of 
1837-8 found him raising and disciplining a body of men for the 
defence of the Canadian frontier. Once again, however, before 
his death was he destined to meet the old raiment of his earlier 
years. On the 18th June, 1868 — exactly fifty-three years after 
Waterloo, — he stood once more amidst the ranks of the 69th, 
a marvellous link between the past and present. The last few 
months of his life were cheered by the associations which this 
event renewed. So one by one they all pass away — ^yet a little 
time and none will remain of whom men can say, "He fought 
at Waterloo." 



In Memoriam. — Colonel Percival Fenv^ick. 

MadraSy 5th Marchy 1863. 



Not in the battle-front, midst leaden shoVr, 
And surge of myriads o'er the trampled sod, 

Not in the glorious pride of victory's hour, 
This soldier yielded up his soul to God. 

Yet, what if Fate a battle couch denied him ; 

And what if sounds of fight were wanting nigh ; 
He did not need the cannon glare to guide him, 

Nor dying men to teach him how to die. 

Weep for the dead, but let no useless sorrow 
Whisper his end might otherwise have come ; 

No pomp of death can cheer that nightless morrow 
Whose dawn is sounded on the muffled drum. 
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Keturn op the Officers, Non-Comhissioned Officers, 
Drummers, and Privates of the 2nd Battalion C9th 
Eeqiment who were Present in the BiTTLea op Tns 
ISia, 16th, ITtu, and 18th June last (1815), and 
OP the men who were Killed in Action, or Died 
OF Wounds Received. 


Hank and Names. 


Heraarks. 


Colonel by Brevet 

Lient-Col-V Brevet 

Major by firevet 

Capbiiin 

SnrgBon 
Lieutenant 

En'sign 

Adjutant 

Qnatter-Master 

Asaistaut-Surgeou 

Sergeant 




Killed in action, 18th June. 

I Deputy-Assist. Adjutant- 
< Gen., killed in action, 18th 
( June, 


George Muttlebury ,,, 




John Leslie 

Kon.Wm, CuTzon 

Georges. Cotter 


a. H. Barlow 

E«bert Blackwood ... 


KiUed ia action, 18th June. 
























} bead at CJu^tre Braa. 


C. W. Ingla . . 












E, M. Wightwiok 

Jnaeijli Deigliton 


KiUed in action, ISth June. 


Henry Anderson 




William Bartlett 












Henty Olderehaw 

Matthew Stevens 




Samuel Anderson 


Killed in action. 


George Hutclunsojt ... 












L 
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Rank and Names. 


Keraarka. 


CorponJ 










Private 


CJoulJing Argent 


Died of wounda. 






















































Alexander CUotoii 

WUliom Coookley 


Died of wounds. 
Killed in action. 
















Miohael Crinigan 










































Nathaniel Grover 

George Hammond 


Died a( wounds. 
Killed in aotiott. 


























































Alexamler MaiUaa J .. 












Robert Ormandy 


Died of wouniU. 








































Thomas Ward 

WiUiam Watkinfl 

William Watham 

lUchard Wiostanly .,. 
John Wood 


KiUed Ik action. 

Died of wounds. 
Killed in action. 
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SUCCESSION OF 


COLONELS OF 69tli KEGIMENT;— 


NameH. 


Appointed. 


By what means. 


Hon. C. CohiUe - 


175G 




Hou. P. Sherrard - 


1775 




Ealph Abcrcroiiiby - 


1790 




Henry TowoU 


1782 




Sii C. Cuyler, Bart. 


20tli Jime, 1794 Vice Alwrcromby, De- 






ceased, March, 1819 


William Carr— Ld. : 
Beresfonl - j 


lltliMarch,1819 Vice Sir C. Cuyler, ap- 




pointed to 16tli Foot 


Sir J. Hamilton, Bt. 


IStliMarch, 1^23 Vice Lord Beresfoni, De- 






ceased. Dee., 1835 


Jolin Vincent 


SndJan,, 183G 


Vice Hamilton, Deceased 
2nd February, 1848 


SirE. Darling, G.C.H 


2ndFcjl)., 1848 


Vice Vincent, Deceased 


E. F. Gascoigno 


3rd Apiil, 1858 


Vice Sir E. Darling. 


.SUCCESSION 


OF LIEUTENANT-COLONELS. 


Thomas Brisbane* - 


1801 


Ectirod on half-pay in 
September, 1805 


A. McLeod 


21st Fi^k, 1805 


Killed in Action at Java, 
26th August, 1811 


Tliomas Browne 


30tli May, 1805 


Promoted to Maj.-Genh, 
4th June, 1813 


Aichd. Caraplicll - 


27tli Aug., 1805 


Exchanged with Lieut.- 
Colonel McLeod 


Ealph Darling 


8tlL May, 1806 


Exchanged with Liout.- 
Colouel Nightingale 


MQea Kiglitingak - 




Promoted to Mnj.-Genl., 
25tli July, 1810 


Phiiieaa Kiall 


27tli May, 1810 


Promoted to Maj.-Genl. , 
4th June, 1813 


•rounder of the Cdony of Queensland, in Aoatralia. 


K> 
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Names, Appointed. By what means. 

Walter Syms - 27tli Aug., 1811 Exclianged to 80th Foot 

with Lieut.-CoL Sturt 

Charles Morrice - 4th June, 1813 Killed in Action at Wa- 
terloo, 18th June, 1815 

Price Robins - 4th June, 1813 Deceased at Bangalore, 

26th Dec, 1816 

G. Muttlobury, C.B. 10th Aug., 1815 Placed on half-pay 1st 

October, 1816 

„ „ - 3rd July, 1817 Retired from the service, 

3rd October, 1826 

John A. Sturt - 11th Dec, 1817 Retired, selling his com- 

mission, 31stDec 1818 

Henry D. Douespe - 1st Jan., 1819 Deceased at Bangalore, 

19th April, 1820 

Charles Bruce, C.B. 29thMarch, 1821 To half-pay, 25th April, 

1826 

Sir C. Cuyler, Bart. 3rd October, 1826 Retired from the service, 

2nd October, 1835 

Eaton Monnins - 2nd October, 1835 To half-pay unattached, 

November, 1848 

William Blackbume, 3rd Sept., 1848 To half-pay unattached, 

10th Nov., 1848 

„ „ - 9th Nov., 1846 Colonel in the Army 

C. J. Coote - 10th Nov., 1848 Exchanged to 18th Reg., 

2nd October, 1849 

F. W. Dillon - 2nd Oct., 1849 Retired from the service 

J. W. L. Paxton - 22nd Feb., 1850 Deceased at Trinidad, 

W.L, 23rd Aug., 1853 

D. E. Mackirdy - 25th Aug., 1853 

28th Nov., 1854 Colonel in the army 

E. Hickey - - - 

P. Fenwick - 22ndApril, 1859 Deceased at Madras, 5th 

March, 1853. 

1? H. Messiter - - Retired on full pay. 

G. Bagot - January, 1869 Now commanding 
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SUCCESSION OF ^UJOES. 


Namak 




By what means. 


Clargoa, Chriatophcr 


, 9th July, 1803 


Died of wounds roceived 
in Java, 22nd Aug. 1811 


CofttBs, John E. - 


athjiily, 1803 


Deceased at the Isle of 
EouiboUjSthOct 1810 


Syms, Walter 


9Ui Aug., 1810 


Promoted Lieut.-Colonel 
in the Eogiment, 27th 
August, 1811 


Eobbine Price 


lat Nov., 1810 


Ditto 4th Juno, 1813 


MuttlBhuiy, GeorgQ- 


28th Nov., 1811 


Ditto 10th Aug., 1816 


Douespe, Henry 


10th June, 1812 


Ditto Ut Jan., 1819 


Barrow, C. Janiea - 


lllh June, 1812 


Promoted to the half-pay 
43rd Eegiment, 29th 
August, 1823 


Lealie, John 


lal Jan., lyi'j 


Promoted to Lieutenant- 
Coluncl unattached, 
aUthAugust, 1826 


McLafililaii, A. 


4Ui June, 1813 


Placed on Imlf.pay, 24th 
Scpteiiiher, 181G 


Wateon, Leiris 


lOUi Aug., 1815 


Lieut. -Colo ni.'l, 1 8th Jidy 
1815, placed ouli;dl- 
pny, Ut Oct., 1816 


Cuykr, Sir C, Dai-t. 


, 29lh Aus-, 1823 


Promoted to Lieut.-Col. 
in the Eegiment, 3rd 
October, 1826 


Loime, Chailes 


- 20tli Aug., 1826 To half-pay, 20th Nov., 
1828 


Peel, Jonathan 


. 3raOctohcr,182G Promote.l Lieut. -Colonel 
53rtl Foot, 2lBt June, 
1827 


Downing, Isaac 


■ 21st Juno, 1827 


To half-pay, 20th iNIarch, 
1828 


Gillman, Iluury 


■ 20tliUiireli,1828 


Promotc<:l to Lieut. -Col.- 
in the Eegiment, 20th 
October, 1830 
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Names. Appointed. By what means. 

Hay, Lord Edward- 2l8tNov., 1828 Promoted to Lieut.^oL 

unattached, 26thApriI 
1831 

Monnins, Eaton - 19th Nov., 1830 Promoted to Lieut-CoL 

in the Eegiment, 2nd 
Octoher, 1835 

Johns, Robert - 26th April, 1831 Retired from the service, 

3rd May, 1831 

Brookes, Robert - 3rd May, 1831 ToLieut.-CoL unattached 

19th May, 1846 

Ogilvy, Walter - 2nd Oct., 1835 Exchanged to half-pay, 

20th Nov., 1835 

Lentinck, Lord G. - 20th Nov., 1835 Retired from the service, 

4th December, 1835 

HiU, William Noel- 4th Dec, 1835 Exchanged to the half- 
pay, 30th Oct., 1848 

Barton, H. W. - 30th Oct., 1840 Retired from the service, 

30th October 

Bourne, William - 30th Oct., 1840 Promoted to Lieut. -CoL 

on formation of reserve 
battalion 

Callaghan, McCarthy, 23rd Nov., 1841 

Brackenbiiry,B.SirE. 19th May, 1846 Retired from the service, 

19th May, 1846 

Thomas, Bt., Sir E. S. „ „ Retired from the service, 

14th June, 1850 

Coote, Chas. James 3rd Sept., 1847 ToLieut.-CoL, 10th Nov., 

1848, vice D'Este 

Paxton, J. W. L. - 10th Nov., 1848 Promoted Lieut. -Colonel 

22nd February, 1850 

Mackirdy, D. E. - 22nd Feb., 1850 Promoted Lieut.-Colonel 

25th August, 1853 

Cole, A. L. - 4th June, 1850 Exchanged to 17th Foot 

Bourchier, L. C. - 5th March, 1852 Exchanged to 75th Foot 

Law, C. F. - 25th Aug., 1853 Retired from the service 
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Namra. 


Appomtod- 


By what moans. 


Hickey. E. 


■ lat June, 1849 
loth Nov., 1864 


Pramoteil Lieut. -Colonel 
17th Nov., 1857 


Fenwick, P. 


- 20th Juno, 1867 


Promoted Lieut. -Colonel 
22nd April, 1859 


Edgar, J. H. 


- I7th Nov., 1857 Retired 4th Nov., 1864 


Hankey, A, U. 


- 32nd AprU, 1869 


Exchanged to 83ra Foot 


Heatly, J. 


- 10th Feh., I860 


Retired on full pay, 9th 
October, 1803 


Measiter, G. H. 


- 0th Oct., 18G3 


Promoted Lieut. -Colonel, 
1868. 


Boivoii, E. 


- 4th Nov., 18G4 


Promoted Lieut, -Colonel 
on half-pay, 1st April, 
1866 


Bagot, G. 


- Nth July, 18C6 


Pi-omotod Lieut.-Colonel, 
1869 


BlocMi, F. G. 




Retired from Sotvico 


Smyth, J. 


- I86S 




Turner, H. S. 


- 1869 
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Statbhsnt of the Sebyioes of the 69th Segiment. 



Year. 



1810 



Station, &e. 



2ndBatt. 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1815 
1816 



Great Britain. 

America. 

Gibraltar. 

St. Lucia and St. Kitts, W.I. 

On board Lord Bodney's fleet. 

Lreland. 

Toulon. 

Corsica, 

St. Domingo, W.L 

Battle of St. Vincent. 

St. Domingo, W.I. 

Holland. 

Jamaica, W.I. 

England. 
India. 

Vellore. 

Trichinopoly, Travancore, Wal- 

laghabad, Fort St. George. 

Sourbon Expedition. 

Mauritms. 

Java. 

Goa. 

Tellacberry, Seringapatam. 

Bellary. 

Hyderabad. 

Gooty and Kumool. 

Manaratta War. 

Bangalore. 

Cannanore. 



Holland. 

Bergen-op-Zoom. 

Quartre Bras. 

Waterloo. 

England. 



B^marks. 



Detachment of theRegiment 



Reserve Battalion, Jersey. 

Detachment of the Regi- 
ment. 



Detachment of the Regiment 



Head-quarters. 



It 
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Year. 


Station, &o. 


- 


1823 


Madras, St. TlioinaH' Mount. 


1824 




1825 
1820 


Wftllaahttbad, Fort St. George. 

Arrived in Englaud. 

Iflle of Wight. 




1826 




1B27 


Portsmouth. 




1B27 


London (Tower). 




1827 


Ireland (Dublin and Mullinuar). 




1828 


„ (Castlobar). 




1829 


„ (Athlone). 




1830 


(Dublin). 




1830 


,. (Cork). 




1831) 






to ( 


Weat Indioa. 




1831 1 






I83S 1 






to 


Demerera. 




1838) 






1838 


West In,liea. 




1839 


HiJifax, Nova Sciotia. 




1839) 






to 


St. John's, How Brunsn-iek. 




1841 






1841 ' 


Frederioton, New flmnswiok. 




1842 


Halifax, Nova Scotia. 




1842 


Ireland (Fcrmoy and Cork). 




1842 


„ (Dublin). 




1843 






1B43 


,, (Caatlebar). 




1844 


(Gal way). 




184J; 


(Tomploinorc). 
„ (Dubfm). 




18t5 




1845 


England (C^uitcrbury). 




1845 


(Woedon). 




I84G 
1846 


,, {Leeds). 

,, (Newcastle -on -Tyne). 




1846 


„ (Manchester). 




1847 1 
to J 


Malta. 




18S1 






iSJl 


West Indies (Antigna). 




18G2 


(Barbadocs). 




1833 


(Ti-inidad). 




1854 


',', (Bal^badoea}. 




1855 1 






1857! 


" 






U,ii )-.ur ISS7 a,.! liyil, .U'lAGrl i„ Am^vi^:,, Km 




laltn!sli«it^|.,i,;coIt>vi.'lie.„... 


8a 
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Year. 


Station, &c. 


B^marks. 


1857 
1857 


En^and. 
India (Madras). 


■ 


1858 


Bonnah (Rangoon). 




1858) 






to } 


„ (Tonghoo). 




1862) 

1862) 

to \ 


India (Madras). 


Three companies, 
Neilgherry Hills. 


1864) 


England (Gosport). 




1864 


,, (Aldershot). 




1865 


,, (Channel Islands). 




1866 


Ireland (Curragh). 




1867 

1 Oi**^ 


Embarked at Dublin for Canada. 




18b7 


Canada West. 




1868 j 


Brantford and London. C.W. 




1869 ( 


Montreal and Quebec. C.E. 





' 
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1759. 










Rank 


in the— 




Bank. 


Name. 
















Regiment, 


Army, 


Ccdonel 


Hon.Chas. Colvile... 


April 23, 1758 






Lient. .Colonel 


Jahn Browne 


April 24. „ 






Major 


Edward Martin 

Aaron Clayton 


April 22, ,. 
Aug. 27, 175G 
Aug. 29, „ 






Captain 


Peter Boileau 

G. Montagu Martin. 
Ralph Hougham 


April 30, 1759 








Charlea Chapman ... 






C«pt,.Liaut. ...[Thoniaa Blunt 


May 14, ", 








Valentine Green 


Sept. 17, 1756 








■ Abraham Scott 


Sept. 18, „ 








1 Philip Baggs 


Sept. 25, 1757 








James Pateraon 


Sept. 20, „ 




L 




John Bowes Beoaon. 


Sept. 27, „ 




1 




John Jeffor 


Sept. 28, „ 




1 




Thomas Horton 


Sept, 29, „ 




f 




John Moore Travers Oct. 1, „ 






Lientenant... 


John Bromhea,! ... 1 Oct. 3, „ 
Edmund Stamford... i Oct. 6, „ 

Henry Cal.lwell Oa. 7, , . 

JoHep"h Lovell Jan. 20,17.^8 










1 




John Wall May 14,1759 




■ 




William Jackson .-. May 15, „ 




i 




Charles Hord May 10. „ 




■ 




ThomasMihier May 17, „ 




P 




Charles Hawker May 18. ., 




r 




Jaraea Johnson ; May 19, „ 








1 Daniel Houghton ,., Oot. 14, 1758 








Alexander Duff | May 14. 1759 






Ensign - 


, James Rooke May 15, „ 






1 Andrew Young ! May 16, „ 

■ Jas-BalleyMackenrie , May 18, ,. 
: Norman McLeod ,„ May 19, „ 


















Chaplain 1 Andraw Cheap Feb". 13, ,. 






Adjutant AbrahamSeott Oc-t, 14, 17n8 






Quarter-Maaterl JdhnMackee i Oct. 14, „ 






Snrgeou 1 William Morriaou ... Sept. 24, 1759 




U 




Agent— Mb. C.»LCitA 


rr, Cliaunel Rom 


, Westmiustcr. 
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LIST OF THE 69th EEGIMENT IN 1763. 

69th Colville's Foot. 



Aaron Clayton 
Benj. Bromhead 



Lieut-Colonel. 
Peter Chester. 

Captains, 

Peter Boileau 
George Montagu 
Martin 



Ralph Houghton 
Thomas Blunt. 



Valentine Green 
Ahraham Scott 
James Patterson 
John Jeffer 
Thomas Horton 
J. Moore Travers 



Henry Atkinson 
WiUiam Scott 
John Hadden 



Captain and Lieutenant. 
Philip Baggs. 

Lieutenants. 

John Bromhead 
John Wall 
Charles Hord 
Thomas Miller 
Daniel Houghton 
Andrew Ross 

Ensigns, 

"William Patterson 
Christ. Teesdale 
John Biggs 



Norman McLeod 
John Thompson 
Alexander Blair 
George Stoney 
William Chester. 



James Campbell 
— Wood. 



Chaplain. 
William Chester. 

Adjutant. 
Abraham Scott. 



QimrteT'Mastefr. 
John Mackie. 

Surgeon. 
Robert Webb. 
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1769. 


Colonel 


Lieut.-Colon-el. Major. 


Charles ColvUle. 


Tlicniihilua Ckiuentfl. Bonjamin Bronihcaii. 




Captains. 


Philip Bagga 
— MUward 


1 ■William Yorko 1 Jolin Bromlioad 
1 Charles Lyons 1 William Chfster. 




Captain and Lieuleimnt. 




Jamaa Patterson. 




MeutmaiUs. 


John Wall 
Daniel Hough ton 
John Thompson 


Alexander Blair G. R. Fitzgerald* 
James Campbell John Wooilrofle 
Alex, Mackay Benj. Wentropp. 



William Pateraoi 
John llaiiHliaw 
Patrick Moore 



Ensiyiis. 

Thomas Mniiey 
Tlmmas Loyd 
Joseph Hold ton 



Archil)ald Cimp- 

hidl 
Allen Bright. 



Cltaplain. 
Stephen Rigg.'-, 



Adjutant. 
William Patterson. 



Quarter-Master. 
John Mackie. 



Burgeon. 
Pddiard Monningtor 



8TATI0NED IX AmKIIICA. 



* Afterward!) the cfleb rated lighting "Pitzyerald," i>f diiellinit ik 
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1780. 

Colonel, 
The Hon. Philip Shemrd. 



LktU.-Colonel. 
Philip Skeene. 



Major, 
— Yorke. 



Charles Lyons 
William Chester 
John Thompson 



Captains. 

James Camphell 
Alexander Mackey 
John Hawkshaw 



Thomas Murray 
William Patterson 
Patrick Moore. 



John Keer 
Alex. Anderson 
Paul Colville Cas- 
tlemaine 

John Cunningham 



Donald Robertson 
Eobert Amery 
John F. Hutchison 
Hyacinth Crofton 



Captain and IdeiUenan^, 
Archibald Campbell. 

Ideutenants. 

Arthur Leith 
Robert Chilton 
John Brown 
David Lindsay 
George Gordon 

JEnsign^. 
John Nasmyth 
Thomas Smith 
Norton Chas. Mar- 
hille 



George Segard 
— Castlemaine 
Henry Martin 
John Clark. 



Robert Kelso 
— Chambers 
Ebenezer Mussle. 



Chaplain, 
Robert Holmes. 

Adjutant, 
Arthur Leith. 



Quarter-MoMer, 
John Allan. 

Surgeon, 
Henry Portsmouth. 
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1790. 



Rank. 



Colonel 



Lieut. -Colonel. 
Major 



Captain 



Capt. -Lieut. . 
and Captain 



Lieutenant... 



Ensign 




Chaplain 

Adjutant 

Qr. -Master ... 
Surgeon 



Hon, Philip Sherard 

Matthew Johnston . . . 

William Yorke 

Alexander Mackay. . . 
Archibald Campbell. 
Alexander Anderson 

Arthur Leith 

Peter Mair 

George Legard 

John Gaskill 

John Castleman 

John Clarke 

Donald Robertson ... 
Norton C. MarteUe . 
Hyacinth Crofton . . . 
Richard O'Doherty . 
James Richardson ... 

John Nasmyth 

Gabriel Thompson... 

Henry Hart 

Andrew Macneven. . . 
Hugh Jos. Hanf ard . 
James Rich Coates . 
John Robert Lyons . 

Thomas Hay 

Cabel Chute 

John M. Cintock ... 
James Cockboume... 

WiUiam Battley 

John Gill 

Robert Holmes 

Thomas Hay 

John Allen 

Thomas Sandon 



Rank in th< 



Regiment. 



Sept. 8,1775 

Nov. 3, 1787 

June 24, 1777 
June 25, ,, 
May 10, 1780 
Oct. 31, ,, 
May 28, 1782 
May 11,1785 
Aug. 27, „ 
Dec. 20, 1787 

Aug. 31, 1788 

May 18, 1780 
July 14, „ 
Oct. 17, 1781 
Jan. 28, 1782 
Feb. 9, 1785 
March 2, 
June 25, 
Aug. 27, 
July 31, 1781 
Feb. 28,1788 
Aug. 31, „ 
March 2, 1785 
Aug. 27, 
Aug. 27, 
Sept. 30, 
April 30, 1787 
July 31, „ 
Aug. 31, 1788 
June 25, 1789 
May 20, 1778 
July 31, 1789 
Aug. 13, 1779 
Nov. 8, 1780 



1} 

it 



»l 

»» 



Army. 



Lieut. -General, 
Aug. 29, 1777. 

Lieut. -Colonel, 
Nov. 20, 1782. 



Dec. 8, 1785. 
June 1. 



May 14, 1781. 

Feb. 6, 1771. 

June 24, 1783. 



Agents — Messrs. Wybrants & Son, Dublin. 
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South Lincoinshibb) EBQiitaBT op Foot. — 1799. 





Name. 


Rank in the 






Army. 


Colonel 
Lient.-Col. 
Major 


Cornelius Cuyler 

William Atkinion .. 
Richard O'Dogherty 

Pinf on Bonham 

Alexander Mackay. 
J— Killierew Dunbar 
lameBSichd. Coatoi 
John Robert Lyons. 


June 20, 1794 
July 1, 1796 
March30, 1797 
July 21, 1796 
March 30, 1797 
Juno2B, 1777 
Out. 3, 1792 
Feb. 28, 1793 
March 1, 1794 

March 29,1795 
Oct. 5, 

June 22, 1796 
May 27, 1797 
Dec 7, 

Dec 20. 1798 
May 4, 1798 
June 24, 1795 
July 1, „ 
July 29, „ 

&,f :: 

Juno 17, 1796 
June 30, ,, 
July 21, „ 

Dec."9. '.! 
Jan. 20, 1797 
Feb. 9, 
March 16, „ 
Aug. 20. „ 
Sapt. 7 „ 
a429, 1798 
Dec. 6, 

Dec 9, 1796 
July 1, 1796 

^d "?' 

Nov. 2, „ 
Feb. 28, 1798 

Nov. 7, 1797 
Aug. 7, „ 
June 27, 1796 


JLt-Gen.,Jan. 1. 
) 1798. 

(Lt-CoL, Sept.9, 
1 1797. 

CoL,Jan.26, 1707 


Oiptain - 


JohnWClintook..,, 

WilliBmBattely 

Comeliua Cuyler 


May 8, 1796. 








Capt.-Lieut. 
and Captain 


John Edward Lao. .. 

Thomas Pohner 

Dudley Henley 


Aug. 22. 1794. 
Dec 11, 










William HamB 

C— J— Barrow 


Sept, 0, ,. 
Nov. 12, „ 










John HastiugB Mair. 

Aaron Warlock 

George Hewitson 






A. Legertwood. 






Bamabua AtkiiLaon. 












Thomas White. 

ChriBtopher Wilson.. 

James "Walker 

Angus MacLachlan.. 
Ooorge Billings 


















Alexander Shaw 




Adjutant 
Quarter -Maate 

Sargeon 
' -'ist -Surgeon 


Fra. Nicholas Boffi... 

William Carroll 

Richard MoNally.... 




Aloi:. Cmikshtuiks... 




-Grant 
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1809. 







Rank 


in the— 


Rank. 










Regiment. 


Army. 


Colonel 


ComeliuB Cuyler ... 


June 30, 1704 


Gen., Sep. an, 1803. 




William Macleod ... 


Feb. 21, 1806 


Jan. 12, 1806. 


Lve«t-CoL 


Thomaa Browne 


May 30, „ 


March 29, 1801. 




MUbb Nightingale ., 


May 8,1806 


Col.. Sep. 25, 1803. 




Finaon Bouhara 


Mar. 30, 1707 


Col.. Oct. 30, 1805. 


Major 


Christopher Clarges. 


Jnly 9, 1803 


Lt.-Col.,Apr.26,I808. 


Jaa. Richard Coatos 




April 29, 1802. 




JameH Stuart 


April 7, 1807 
Miy 17, 1797 
Deo. 5, 1802 


Lt.-CoL, Oct. 2, 1806. 




Price Robbins 






Georgo Muttlebury . 


Feb. 21, 1798. 




Henry do la Donespe 


Deo. 25, „ 


May 21, 1801. 




C- J- Barrow 








Walter Symea 

William Baratow ... 


jliic2B,1863 






Jnly 9, „ 


Major. Apr. 2.M808. 




Archd. MoLaohlaa . 




Dec. 1, 1797. 




J. LewUWataon ... 




May 16, 1801. 




Henry Lindsay 






Captain ... 








Patrick RoaB 


Dro. 22, ',', 






Aagaa McLachlan ... 
Richard Vyvian 


Nov. 6, 1804 






Mar. 9,1805 


Sep. 17, 1803. 




William Neill 


May 1, 180G 






W. Ed. FitjiThomaa 


Oct. 2, „ 






J. A. Gibson 


Dec. 25, „ 






George Snow 


Jan. 15, 1807 


Oct .31, 180r., 




William Carroll 


Sep. 17, „ 






Alexander Rattray . 


Sep. 25, „ 
Sep. 29, 180S 






James Bisaett 


Apr. 27, 1803 
Jiie25, „ 






Robert Carey 






W. A. Hipkini 

ThoB. P. Mitchell ... 


July 9, „ 


May 14, 1800. 






April 5. 1801. 




Matthew Canning . . . 




Hep. 4, 1807. 




George Lane 




Sep. 24, 1S02. 




Wm. Newton Covell 








J. H. Holland 


Oct. 22, ',', 


Adjt., Jflo. 22. iSOl. 




James M'Mahon ... 


Oct. 31, ,, 


Adjutant. 




Lewis Baley 


Dec. 20, „ 


April 3, IBOl. 
May 14.1601. 




A. Dapnon Baly ... 


Deo. 21. „ 




Charles Lawrie 


July 14. 1804 






G. Saokville Cotter . 


Dec. 29. „ 






Edward ManndeU... 


Feb. 5,1805 






George Yule 


Feb. G, „ 






Isaac Downing 


Mar. 21, „ 






Matibew JenoQT 


Jan, 2,lS0a 






W. Hamilton Webb 


Jan, 5, „ 
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1809 (continued). 



Kank. 




Bank in the — 



Begiment. 



Army. 



Lieutenant - 



Ensign ...- 



Paymaster.. 
Adjutant 

Qr.- Master 

Surgeon ... 

Asst.-Surg. 



Robert Baker 

Dnncan MTherson . 

Gteorce Woods 

Charles E. Freeman 

H. Saffield 

John Beed 

Alexander Alexander 
William Harrison ... 

William Norton 

James CarroU 

John Leslie 

James Kennedy 

John Caham 

George Robertson ... 

John Foulstone 

Thomas Nadold 

Thomas Hinton 

Jasper Allen 

Peter Brown 

W. Hamil Burroughs 

John Smith 

Harman du Lenon . . . 
Edward Sprawle ... 
Radger Franklyn ... 
Joseph Gilliam James 

Joseph Webb 

Bamaby McEgan ... 
Alexander Mulligan 
Alexander Caddy . . 
George Edmunds ... 

William TedUe 

James Stewart 

Philip Vyvyan 

James M'Mahon 

J.H.Holland 

William Henry 

William Gordon 

George Rowe 

Francis Maguire 

Francis Baxter 

Edward Tedlie 

William Cringan ... 
D.P.Noble 



May 22, 
Feb. 1, 
Mar. 19, 
Nov. 20. 
Dec. 25, 
Jan. 25, 
Jan. 26, 
Jan. 27» 
Jap. 28, 
May 19, 
June 2, 
July 7, 
Aug. 25, 
Sep. 28, 
Sep. 29, 
Nov. 25, 
Feb. 2, 
Oct. 25, 
May 14, 
July 1. 
Oct. 25, 
Jan. 25, 
Jan. 26, 
Jan. 28, 
Feb. 11, 
Apr. 7, 
Aug. 11, 
Sep. 22, 
Sep. 29, 
Oct. 6, 
Nov. 25, 
Jan. 12, 
Apr. 13, 
Dec. 5, 
Nov. 6, 
July 9, 
Dec. 19, 
June 1 8, 
Oct. 6, 
Feb. 6, 
Dec 18, 
Mar. 31, 
Sep. 1, 



1806 
1807 

»i 

tt 

1808 

f f 

tt 
*f 
tt 
It 

tt 

it 

t* 

1809 

1803 

1807 

f) 

1808 

»» 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 

1809 
1807 
1800 
1804 
1803 
1805 
1807 
1808 
1805 
1806 
1808 



Feb. 21, 1804. 



Aug. 3, 1805. 



Lieut., Oct. 3 J, 1803. 
Lieut., Jan. 22, 1801. 



Agents — Messrs. Greeitwoop, Cox, & Co. 
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1819. 








Rank in the— 


Rank. 


Nunc. 










Kegimejit. 


Army. 


Colonel 


Sir CtorneliuB Ciiyler 


June 20, 179* 


Oen.,Sep. 25, 1803. 


Lieut-CoL 


J. AflileySturt 


July 3,1817 
Deo. 11, „ 


March 17, 1814. 
Jan. 1. IS 12. 


M-jor 


Henry de la Douospe 


JnnelO, 1812 




Charles S. Barrow,. , 


Jane 11, „ 






Henry Lindsay 


July 9.1803 


Major, June 4, 1814. 




JohnLeaUe 


Nov. 30, 1809 






Matthew Sunning... 


Apr. 11,1811 








Dec 12, „ 

June 11, 1812 






CharleBlxinTie"-'!!!' 




Captom ... 


lease Downing 


Deo. 9, 1813 






Matthew J-enour ... 


Jan. 30,1814 






(;. Eark Freeman ... 


Aug. 12, 1815 






Jno. 8aU«bory Jonea 


Feb. 25, 1817 


Jan.21,lBI4. 




Fred Grove 


Ai«. 18. „ 


Oct 16, 1815. 




■William Tedlie 


Sep. 4. „ 






John Smith 


Nov. 9,1800 






L. "Webb 


Nov. 22, „ 






A. Wardlook 


Jan. 31,1810 






Koger Franklin 


Apr. 18, „ 






Stephen Parker 


Apr. Il.lSll 
May 9, „ 






Brooke Pigot 






William ffmiviUe... 


Dec. 12, „ 






William Moorhead.., 


Mar. 4,1812 






W. a. Sherlock 


June 10, „ 






' George Harper 








■n, B Robe 


June 26. ,. 


Adjutant 




, I*ke ClovHr Fiiin ... 


July 2. ,. 








Jan. 25,1813 


Jan. 15, 1813. 




NeUKoy 


July 1. ,. 






Lodge MorriB Prior . 


Dec 9. ,. 






C. Lennox Dixon ..- 


Apr. 21, „ 
May 22, „ 






H. J. DuggConrtnayo 

PetorTaylor 






Sep. 8, „ 
Jane IB, 1815 






Henry AndcrsoQ ... 






Jno. Charles Punder 


Sep. 11,1817 






Franeis DicltBOn 


Nov. I, „ 






Mar. 12, 1818 






Jab. Alderaon Bailly 


Nov. B. „ 






LewiaKelly 


Jan. 3,1816 






G. L. Boultbee 


Feb. 2, „ 






Alfred Jenour 


June 16, ,. 






AIqk. Sinclair Rcoch 


June 22, „ 




Enaign ... 


Henry Moore 


July 6, ,. 






1 John Ponn 


May 24, 1817 






, Hou. Fer<I. i.'urzqn , 


Sep. IS, „ 
Feb. 19,1819 


Aug. le, 1813. 




1 J. Eyre Muttlebuiy 
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1819 (continued). 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rankin the — 


Regiment. 


Army. 


Paymaster... 
Adjutant ... 
Qr. -Master . 
Surgeon 

Asst-Surg. 1 


Edward Mundell .. 

G. B. Rose 

Matthew Stephens . 
Alexander M *!Kechnie 

James Gibson 

John W. Browne ... 


Jan. 28, 1813 
Dec. 25, 1810 
Dec. 6, „ 
July 30, 1812 
Apr. 28, 1814 
Sep. 14,1818 


April 24, 1809. 
lieut, June 26, 1812. 

Nov. 26, 1812. 



Colonel 

Lieut. -Col. . 



Major 



Captain ... 



Lieutenant 



Ensign ... 



Paymaster... 
Adjutant ... 
Qr-Master... 

Surgeon 

Asst.-Surg. . 



1829. 



Sir J. Hamilton, Bart. 
SirChas. Cuyler, Bart. 

Henry GUlman 

Lord Edward Hay. . 
John Salisbury Jones 

William Tedhe 

William GreenviUe . 

Eaton Monins 

Brooke Pigot 

Robert Brookes 

Walter 0ml vey 

Hy. Wm. Blanchf ord 
J. Wright Jaemcey . 

W. H. Sherlock 

George B. Rose 

Luke Glover Finn ... 

Joseph Hill 

Peter Taylor 

Hy. Bridger Tudor . 
John Thomas Evans 
Samuel Ives Sutton 
H. Dunn O'Halloran 

Edward Bolton 

John RusseU Vernon 
H. W. E. Warburton 
Wm. Thomas Smyth 
A. Collins Anderson 
Edward Sims James 
H. Crawford Hallifax 
William Blackbume 
G. J. Barnard Hankey 
Richd. Hy. Kinchant 

Catesby Paget 

E. Stephen Thomas . 
Edwam Mundell ... 
Edward Bolton 



Mar. 15, 1823 
Oct. 3, 1826 
Mar. 20, 1828 
Nov. 21, „ 
Feb. 26,1817 
Sep. 4, „ 
Jan. 1, 1819 
Apr. 8,1826 
Aug. 29, „ 
Aug. 30, „ 
May 24, 1827 
Nov. 24, 1828 
Jan. 15, 1829 
Jan. 10. 1812 
Jan. 26, „ 
July 2, „ 
Feb. 2,1814 
Sep. 8, „ 
Dec. 19, 1822 
Sep. 7, 1826 
Mar. 20, 1827 
Jan. 28, „ 
Feb. 26, 1828 
May 8, 
May 22, 
Nov. 25, 
Jan. 12,1823 
July 6,1826 
Aug. 29, „ 
Apr. 27, 1827 
June 14, 
June 28, 
Nov. 8, „ 
Nov. 28, 1828 
Jan. 28, 1813 
Jan. 8, 1829 



I) 
ft 



>» 



Charles Whyte | Nov. 16, 1826 

JohnCoghlan I Sep. 19,1822 



Lt.-Gen., June4, 1814* 

Nov. 14, 1827. 
Sep. 19, 1826. 
Jan. 21, 1814. 



June 23, 1825. 

Aug. 27, 1825. 
April 8, 1826. 

June 5, 1827. 



Oct. 19, 1820. 

Dec. 1, 1825. 

Nov. 16, 1826. 

Oct. 1, 1828. 

Aug. 7, 1827. 

MarSx 25, 1828. 



April 24, 1809. 
Lieut., Oct. 1, 1826. 

Aug. 24, 1826. 







1 
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1839. 








Rankin the— 


Eank. 


Name. 






Regiment. 


Army. 


Colonel 


John Vincent 


Jan. 2.1836 


Lt.-Gen.,May27,1825 


Lieut.-Col. . 


Eaton Monina 


Oct, 2, 1835 




Major 


Robert Brooks 


May 3, 1831 




William Noel HiU... 


Dec 4, 1835 






Broke Pigot 

R. Wheeler Hooper . 


Aug.2y, 182G 






Jan. 21, 1831 


Major, Jan. 10, 1837. 




William Blackburae 


Feb. 6, 1835 






E. Stephen Thomas . 


May 1, „ 




Captain ... ■ 


George B. Rose 


Sep. 25, „ 


June 2G, 1835. 


Edmund Garland ... 


Get. 9, „ 






William ConBidine... 


Nov. 22, 1836 


June 25, 1829. 




Charlea Jamea Coote 


Apr, 14, 1837 






Lawerence Greene . . . 


May 4, 1838 


Major, Jan. 28, 1838. 




H. D. O'Halloran ... 


Sept. 1, „ 






H, Bridger Tudor ... 
aharlesDatton 


Deo. 19. 1822 


Oct. 19, 1820, 




Feb. 22, 1833 


Got. 15, 1812. 




W. John Mundell ... 


Mar, 27, „ 




1 


G. Danvara Jenkins . 


July 18. 1834 






Sir S, Osberae Gibbs 


Feb. 0,1835 






WUliam Walter 


May 1, „ 




Lieutenant ■ 


EdeuHemphai 

George Losack 


July 24, „ 
Oct. 9, „ 






W, J. B. M'KMoore 


Jan. 4, 1836 






Duval Knojt O'Reilly 


Oct. 7, ,, 






James Campbell 


Apr, 14, 1837 
May 12. „ 






H, W. KnosGore... 






Aleiauder Magnay . 


Sep. 28, 1838 
Feb. 6, 1835 






WiUiam Coatee 






Frederiok Muudelt . 


July 24, „ 






J. Handasyde Edgar 


oot.9. ;; 






C.F. Law 


Oct. 7, „ 




Enaign .... 


Thomas J. Kearney . 


Jan. 27, 1837 






Campbell aawers ... 


Apr. 14, „ 






C. A. J. Q. Aniiealey 


Jan. 19, 1838 






Peroival Fenwiek ... 


Sep. 28, „ 




Paymaster.. 
Adjutant ., 


I'homoa J. Kearney . 


Mar. 30, 1838 


Ensigu.Jan. 27, 18,37. 


Qr.-Maater 


James HoUis 


Nov. 3, 1637 




Sargeou 


Franeis O'Brien 


Jan. U, 1839 




AMt.-Surg. 


EdenRobortBou,M.I> 
J. Napper Irwin 


Sep. 1, 1837 
Dec. 8, „ 


Aug. 11, 1837. 
Oct. 7, 1836. 




1849. 




Cobne) 


1 Sirlt. Darling.O.CH. i Feb. 5, 1848 


Gcu.,Xov. -ZS, 18(1, 


iaMt.-(Jol. ; 


William Blaukburnc Sep. 3, 1847 
I Charles James Coote 1 Nov.ll, 1848 











THE SIXTY-KINTH REGIMENT. 
1849 (coTitimied). 







Bank in the— 


Bank. 










Regiment, 


Aiiny. 


Major 


Sir E. 8. Thomu ... 


May 19, 1846 




J. W. L. Pttxton 


Nov. 10, 1848 






H. D, O'Hallorm ... 


Sep. 1, 1838 








Apr. 27. 1840 






William Walker 






D. Elliot Mackirdy , 


May 20' 1842 


June 26. 1841. 




A. Lowery Cole 

CecUKBewes 


June 24, „ 


8ep. 7, „ 


Cttptain ... 


May 4, 1844 


Oct 27, 1S43. 


W. J. B. MX. Moore 


Sep. 18, 1846 






C. Frederick I^w ... 


Oct. 9, ., 






J. HandaByde Blgar 


Jan. 29, 1847 






Pen^ival Fenwiok ... 


May 14, „ 






G. Hoyd Duckett ... 


Aug. 1,1848 


July 5, 1839. 




C. J. Carmichael 


Nov. 10, „ 






C. Waiiam:Parker,.. 


May 23, 1845 






A. Barnard Hnnkey 


JuQeaO, „ 






Edw. Eowen 


Sep. 2, „ 






F. W. Bennatt 


May 10, 1846 






F. G. W. Fearon 


Sep. 18, „ 


May 24, 1845. 




Gordon H. Evans ... 








Deuia Dunn 






Liautenattt 


C. Eyre Butler 

GoorgoBagot 


iti: ;; 






Thomas Harvey 

Eodney Payne O'Skea 


May 14, 1847 






Sep. 3, „ 


Apr. 20, 1844. 




W. Shoperd Milncr . 








Wm- George Daniel . 
F. Gambia Blood ... 


Dw.24, " 






Apr. U, 1848 






Jamea Smyth 


Sep. 12 „ 






Hiohanl Fitzgerald . 


Nov. 10, „ 






CharieBGilboume,,. 


Sep. 17, 1846 






A. EdgarM-Gre^or . 


Apr. 2.1847 






William Trace 


Jan. 11. „ 






J. Lindsay Maclean 


July 13 „ 




Ensign .... 


Hy. Chaa. Strickland 


Sep. 3, „ 




H.Boancbamp Brady 


1100.24. „ 






G. Frederick GUdea 


Apr. 14, 1848 






HarhottC.Oray 


8cp.ii; ,. 


2ndLt.,Kov.20,1846. 




Edwaid Uareon 


Sep. 13, 1848 






W. L. B. Straton ... 


Nov. 10, „ 




Paymaster.. 


Fred. H. Dalgety ... 


Mar. 1, 1839 


Lieat.,Mar.23, 1828. 


Adjutant . 


Dennis l>iiim 


Apr. 30, 1847 


Lient, Sep. 18, 1846. 


Edward Bowan 


Sop. 3, ,. 


lieut., Sep. 2, 1815. 




James Eallis 


Nov. 3, 1837 




Qr. -Master 


Kobert Smyth 


Sep. 3, 1347 




.Surgeon ... 


J. B. Thomson, MD. 






H. J. 8<:hoolo8,M.D. 


Nov. 10. '.'. 


Oct. 1, 1947, 


Asat.-Sni^. 


A. Stnrt WillcookB . 


Sep. 3, „ 




W,W. MaveUe, M.D. 


Deo. 22, 1848 
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1859. 






1 Rank in the— 


Bank. 


Name. 








Eegbnont. 


Army. 


Colonel 


"Enieat F. Gwcoigne 
D. Elliot MaokiX . 


Apr. 3,1858 


M.-Gen,,Juue20,l854 


Lieut -CoL 


Ang.^. 1853 


Colonel, Nov, 20. „ 




Edward ffickcy 


Nov. 7, 1857 


Nov. 9, 1S56. 


Major 


Pereival Fonwiuk ... 


Jime 9, „ 




Jiunea H. Edgar 

(i. Hughea laoBBiter 


Nov. 7, „ 






May 0. ISM 


Major, Out. 2lj, 1858. 




A. Barnard Hankey 


May 29 „ 






EdwarfBowen 


June29, " 






C.oorgcBagot 

V. GambleBloofl ... 


Jane 8,1852 






.\ng.2S, 1853 




Caiitain 


.Iwnea Smyth 


June 6. 1854 






AuD. 3. 1855 






T. Henry CBarleton | Jan. 20, I85G 






\ Newton BiggB „.ljulv29. ., 


Oct. 2, 1855. 




t. Aufrir(lLe^ri(ott... 


June 30, 1857 






RichardFit5^ald... 


Nov. 17, „ 






it. Torreua Pratt ... 


Nov, 12, 1858 


Aug, 24, 1853. 




C. WortHill 


June 0, 1854 








Aug.ll, „ 






J. W. A. Antlareon . 


July fl, 1855 






H-SooU Turner 


Aui. 3, „ 






Romaine F. Stirke,., 


Aug. 16, „ 






Edward Boyle 


Jan. 25, 1856 




JJeuteoant 


(-', B. Williama 

James John Oamer... 


Feb. 8, „ 
Jniio24, „ 


fiop. 25, 1855. 




E. Marwood Vincent 


Jnlv22. .. 






llobt, BouehBr Olack ' July U, 1857 






JohnWhitefonl 1 Nov. 17. .. 






HichBnl Alex. -SkneH 
H. Harriaoii "Bftrttett 


Apr. 30, 1858 
Sep, 17, „ 


May 14, 1857. 


1 


11. a V. Dauboiiy.,, 


oX i. „ 






H. U, W. George „. 


Veb, 20, 1856 






Peter tjhnttlewortli . 


Mf" 0. ,. 






I'eanon T. Boamea . 


Jun';«4, „ 






Edward Williams ... 


July 8, „ 




Eiisifjii ... ■ 


P, HothamJjyke ... 


JuueSO, 1857 




Goo, Eden Brace 


July 14. „ 






T. H. a Boevey 


Nov. fi 


Way 22, 1857. 




H. Lestock Thorpe . 


Not. 17, „ 






WiUiam F.Butler... 


■Sep, 17, 1858 






Lambert J. R, Disney 


Oct. 29, „ 


Oct, 26. 1858. 


VaymaxtcT.. 
Iiiatmct o£ 1 


Robert Smyth 


Nov, 10, 1854 


Qr..Mr,.Soi>,3,1847. 


Musketry 








Adjutant ... 








Qr.-M«ter 


William Bustard',.. 


Dec. 15, 1854 




Surgcoii ... 


H, G. (lordim, M.D. 
Job E. Crawfor.1 


Out, 21, j8ra 
Al>r. 2.1835 
hW. 0,1867 


Apr. 22, 1853. 


ABat.-Surg, 

9 


J. H. Whittaker 


Oct. 3, 1867. 


Franela Madden 


July 18, 1869 


Oct. 19, „ 



THE i:iIXTT-NlKTH REGIU£HT. 
1869. 







Kank 


in the— 


R«nk. 






1 BegiBient. 


Army. 


Colonel 


Eraeat F. Gascoigna ■ Apr. 3, 1868 




Iieut.-CoL 


George Bttgot Feb. 3,1809 




^I>j" 1 


Pranoi. G. Blood ... Feb. 21, 1888 




JauuM Smyth Feb. 3,1869 






T. H. CWlton Jan. 25, 1856 






BoWtA. Leggett... Jan. 30, 1857 






Riaardi-itzKerald,.. Nov. 17, ,. 






H. SoottTumer Jnly 18, 1801 






C. West Mill Oct. 9,1883 






Hou.J.0. Po^Powya Nov. 22, 1884 




Cairtam ... 
1 


SelaatiaulV. Rawlins Feb. 24, 1885 
Alex. B. TuUock ... ; Mar.20, 1884 
ItomaiueF. Stirke... Aug. 3, 1887 
Henry H.Bartlett...lA.^. 7, ,. 
Edward M. Vincent. ' Feb. 21, 1888 
B. Buucliier Clarke . Feb. 3, 1889 
F. H. Dyke ' Jan. 14,1859 






Henry A. Piatt 


Feb. 25, 1868 






Allan J Kentish ... 


Aug. 31, „ 






E. Staples Bond 


May 29, 1883 






R.LeBtock Thorpe,., 


Oct. 9, „ 






W.F.Butler 


Nov. 17. „ 






L. I. II, Disney 


Nov. 4, 1864 




Lieutenant ■ 


J. C. H. Muisfiold... 


May 2, 1865 






John A. Dawson 


July 18, 1865 






H.A.ThewIeB 


July 31, 1867 






Poregrinu M. French 


Aui. 3, „ 






A.J. Bui-hni 


Aui:21, „ 






W. A. Aituhiituu ... 


Feb. 21, 186S 






W.(i. Hunter Feb. 3,1869 






lA)ftuB H. Martin ... Feb, 4, „ 






A. P. Wodehouae ,., Aug. 4, 1805 






H. Stephen Swinoy , | Apr. 10, 1808 
W.R.D.^.Gleudouwyn' July 31. 1867 










Gordon Wainnian ... ! Jan. 6, 18G8 




Ensign ...- 


E. PeregrinoTownky i Apr.ll, „ 
C. A. F. Campbell... ' Apr.2C, „ 
H- Stanhope Hohnea Aug. 1, „ 










H.A.DeVereMaolBfln Jan. 23, 18ti9 






Alex. B. Gzowski . . Feb. 4, „ 




I'aynivter... 


W.F.Scott Apr.n.ime 




lnrtruct.of j 


L. J. 11. Dianay ' Mar. 1,1861 




Adjutant ... 


A. J. Borton .Feb. 3,1869 




Qr.-MMter . 


JamoBWliitecmtt ... Sep. 12, 1865 






Thomas Clark Nov.ll, 1864 




..iiBt-Sn^. . 


Joiui H. Whittuker . 


Oct. 3,1857 





*^ 



E- " ■-, -ISO 



